


Greetings! Happy Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
 
Gosh it’s almost December already and time for another edition of the E-mag. 
 
As normal, in the pages below, you will find the usual notices, rotas, church family 
news and other articles kindly contributed by our readers. As always please feel free 
to contribute (or comment!) by sending me (m.todd1@hotmail.com) any news or 
features that you feel may be of interest. 
 
Yet, no sooner had we resumed the publication of the E-mag then we were plunged 
into another national lockdown to suppress the R rate of the Covid19 virus.  As I 
write we are about to be released from national lockdown 2 into another version of 
the Tier system; and in has just been announced (wisely or unwisely?) there is to be a 
relaxation of the restrictions over the Christmas period. There is also great hope on 
the Vaccine front with several candidates showing very positive results. 
 
Well what a year it continues to be – an Annus Horribilis on almost every level. 
 
So what sort of Festive period can we expect? It’s certainly not going to be “normal”.  
For those of us who have been spared the traumas of war and other tragedies, 
Christmas 2020 will probably be the most unusual Christmas we’ve experienced. It 
will not be what we have come to expect each December. 
 
However, it’s no small comfort to remember how unexpected that first Christmas was 
to begin with, and how at the heart of Christmas we didn’t find God accommodating 
himself to our expectations and our comforts, rather to our learning to become awake 
to his ways and thoughts that are higher than our own. 

Maybe this Christmas, and this Advent—the season of waiting leading up to it—will 
be our chance, long overdue, to consider afresh how unexpected that first Christmas 
was? Perhaps this year the meaning of Christmas 2020 will be more in tune with the 
surprising twists and turns of the first Christmas rather than the ideals of our own 
Christmas pasts? 

Maybe this unexpected Christmas of 2020, and its Advent prelude, gives us more 
reason to be hopeful than disillusioned. Perhaps the very thing that would best 
reintroduce us to what Christmas really means is to have a Christmas that doesn’t fall 
easily into what we’ve come to expect.? And perhaps this year God means to liberate 
“your Christmas” from years of accumulated baggage, from the December hustle and 
bustle to a lifetime’s nostalgia and expectations too high to fulfill, and running in all 
the wrong directions? 
 
We can pray for it and begin to recalibrate our hearts and hopes, even now, as we’ve 
had to do with so many good things this year. May we then bask in the glow of the 
real First Christmas shining out all the more brightly in the darkness of these days.  
 
 
Martyn Todd – E-Mag Editor 

 



CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2020 
 
 

 
 
 
6th  Sunday     11.00 Family Service led by George Jones. 

 
 

13th Sunday   10.00 Family Service led by Donna Curran and Jo Stratton. 
 
 

20th  Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by Steve Faber. 
 
 
25th  Friday   10.30 Christmas Day Service led by George Jones. 

 
 

27th Sunday   11.00 Family Service led by Kath Shortley. 
 
 

     

 
Please note that due to the Covid19 social distancing regulations congregations 
are restricted in numbers. 
 
Should you wish to attend any of the above Services in person please let George 
Jones know in advance by noon of the preceding day -
georgejones43@hotmail.com 
 
It is planned that the services will be available in text format (which will be 
distributed via email) and also in video format via Youtube for which a browser 
link will be provided. 
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Lockdown update 

 

May I remind you that our church buildings are closed during lockdown 2 until 
December. 
 
The plan when the church re-opens and we return to church is to broadcast services 
live to members at home unable to be at church. We think it will be better for those 
staying at home if people are able to join the service live. 
 
We have a small team at present, David, Bronwen, John and myself looking after the 
video recording, screen projector and sound levels during church services. We really 
need a bigger team so that we do not have to be on 'duty' as frequently and have the 
availability of 'reserves'. If this is a job that your feel able to do or interested in doing, 
please let me (Ivan) know. 
 
Regards 
 
Ivan 
 
P.S. Many thanks to Alison Crichton for offering to join Audio Visual Team!  

 

Christmas Shoe boxes 
 
When the time came round to think about the shoe boxes I really thought we would 
have a problem as shopping was difficult but we took 24 boxes to the depot and 
one was done on line. So well done! 
  
They will probably be going to poor children in Eastern Europe but I will hear details 
later.  
 
Thank you all 
 
Betty 

 

Commitment for Life 
 

Here are some examples of how useful the money we raise at Harvest can be. 
  
In one area of Zimbabwe boreholes have been sunk or repaired to provide 
essential clean water and support for over 6000 families in growing 
nutritious vegetables to help with income and food security. 
 
Some villages have had solar panels fitted near to their boreholes so there is now 
no need to make long journeys carrying heavy buckets of water.  The water is 
pumped using the power from the solar panels to their homes and vegetable plots.  
 
We raised £1520 this year. 
 

 



 

ROTAS – DECEMBER 2020  
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ROTAS – JANUARY 2021  
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A Christmas to remember? 

My first grandchild was born in September.  Although she only lives 10 

minutes away from me, I’ve yet to be able to hold her.  I know a great 

many of us will have similar stories to tell.  Grandchildren, nephews and 

nieces, aging parents, lonely and isolated friends: a raft of people with 

whom we would long to share safe physical contact, whether that’s a huge 

hug or the reassuring touch on their hand or arm to let them know that 

they are not alone.  I, at least, am able to know that this will be quite some 

story to tell my granddaughter when she is older, but for some people at 

the other end of life we may never get to reminisce with them after this is 

all over. 

It really has been – and I use the term advisedly – one hell of a year for so 

many. 

I hope that by now you are waiting for the, “And yet…”  Well, here it 

comes!  Throughout this, God has not abandoned us.  Yes, I know many 

have experienced isolation, desolation even.  But God has been with us, 

constant and faithful. 

How can I be so confident that this is the case, even if God has not been 

obvious in our life, and in the world as so many millions have been ill and 

countless families have been plunged into grief because of Covid-19?  It is 

because at the beginning and the end of it all, we have God’s promises. 

Jesus came into the world as, “Immanuel” – God with us.  He ascended to 

heaven with the promise, “Surely I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”  These are words that merit full acceptance, to borrow from 1 

Timothy and the assurance of pardon in our service book. 

In a world that has been violently unpredictable during 2020, with 

everything from wildfire to flood, drought, and an as-yet-unresolved 

Presidential election (will he finally concede defeat when the College of 

Electors meet in December?) besides the global pandemic and all that has  

 

 



 

brought us: surely we will be glad to see the back of it and pray that 2021 

brings better news. 

But hold fast.  We already have the best news of all: a baby born in 

Bethlehem, our true Hope, the True Light, the Saviour of the World.  I 

cannot see that we will have church worship the way we know it and want 

it for Christmas but there is still so much for which we can thank and praise 

God. 

My prayer for you is that you know the closeness of God in your lives this 

Christmas and always, and for the help of the Holy Spirit to share Christ’s 

light in the world. 

 

Steve Faber 

Synod Moderator 

 
 

 
 

New Year New Feature? 
 
Starting in our January E-mag I thought it might be an interesting 
idea to include a feature inviting members of our congregation to 
answer the following question: 
 
 “Why I come to worship at Abbey Hill URC” 
 
So I am looking for some volunteers to share their views on the 
above. If you feel the urge please send me a copy of your response 
to m.todd1@hotmail.com. Please feel free to add a photo so we can 
put a face to the name. 
 
Martyn 
 

 
 

 

nilworth.foodbank.org.uk 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY FOR DECEMBER  
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
 
December 10th   Joan Lightbown 
December 19th             Sarah Todd  
December 28th   Phil Inshaw 
 
BIRTHS 
During lockdown two couples have become grandparents again – Viv & 
John Nichols on the birth of granddaughter number four and Cheryl & Colin 
Ritchie on the birth of a grandson. Many congratulations to all of them from 
all of us. 
 
 
IN OUR THOUGHTS &  PRAYERS 
This month we think about various friends for all sorts of reasons. Maybe 
they are unwell or struggling on their own during lockdown or facing 
hospital visits or have moved from their home to sheltered accommodation 
and getting used to a new way of life. They include - Rosemary Jones, Joy 
Verral, Helen Green, Roz Morris, Esme Thorpe, Glens Hobbins, Robin 
Lough-Scott, Pam Muckersie. 
We continue to pray for Jack & Edna Dixon, Mavis Duckworth, Bert 
Greenway, Joan Lightbown and Lesley Williams. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS. 
Generous Father, at this busy time of year, help us to remember the 
important things. In all the rush of sending cards and giving presents, may 
we take time to be still, to acknowledge your sending and giving of the 
greatest gift of all, Jesus. Thank you that he didn’t stay in the stable in 
Bethlehem, but lived and died and became the Saviour of all who put their 
trust in him. May we receive afresh the gift of your presence with us in 
Jesus, now and forever, with great thankfulness. In his name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned by 
name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 

 
 
 
 



Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 



 
Adventures! or Be careful what you wish for! 

 
‘We are setting off on our adventures’ texted Betty to the children last Friday. Little 
did we know what kind of adventures. 
 
The plan was simple. Go, via Dovedale, to a hotel in Baslow to meet Andrew, 
Becky and our nearly 2-year-old grandson Laurie, who we had not seen since 
Christmas. They had hired a cottage near Baslow. 
 
Dovedale was beautiful. It was years since we had been there and we enjoyed 
going over the steppingstones, walking up the valley, eating our packed lunch and 
returning to the car. Then problems began. The car would not start. The engine 
turned but would not fire. 
 
So, phone the breakdown people. Dovedale is a dead spot - no phone of internet 
signal. I had to walk up a nearby hill in the mud before I got through. Eventually the 
mechanic turned up, could not find what was wrong and drove off to find a signal to 
send for a breakdown truck. The truck driver eventually arrived, loaded us up, 
asked where we were going – Baslow- put us in the back of the cab and off we 
went, arriving at the hotel in time for dinner but too late to see our grandson.  
 
I then phoned the breakdown people to find out what would happen to get us 
home. They asked where we were. When I said Baslow they said we should be in 
Kenilworth. The breakdown agreement was to get us to a garage or take us home. 
Well, no one had told us that (they could not as they could not contact us in 
Dovedale!) Anyway, after some discussion they agreed to arrange to take us home 
with car on Sunday afternoon. 
 
Saturday, we had a lovely morning walking round Chatsworth House and gardens 
(in the rain) and enjoying seeing how Laurie reacted to everything. After a rest we 
had a lovely afternoon in the sunshine exploring the farm their cottage was on 
seeing Laurie reacting to tractors cows and sheep. Sunday morning Helen & family 
popped over from Chesterfield and we spent a pleasant time over coffee under an 
outdoor shelter catching up on all the news. Our adventures seemed to be nearly 
over. We just needed picking up by a breakdown truck and have an uncomfortable 
ride home in the back cab. 
 
2 to 3.30 pm was the time given for truck to come. 3.30 arrived and no truck. I 
phoned and after some delay they found that the order had not been given for the 
breakdown truck. We would have to wait possibly another 90 minutes for one to 
come. Then amidst all the gloom one stroke of good fortune. This truck would not 
have room for passengers so we would have a taxi. After an hour’s wait, truck and 
taxi arrived and home we went in comfort, the car arriving an hour after we got 
home. Our ‘adventures’, a mixture of good and bad, were at an end. 
 
    Betty & David 

 
 



 

A big thank you to Abbey Hill URC 
 

Many thanks for the beautiful flowers, prayers and best wishes.  

 

They made me smile and think about everyone at Abbey Hill. 

 

Your kind thoughts have helped me through a routine operation in worrying 

times. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

An Autumn Prayer 

 

Dear Lord 

I am in need of pruning! 

As one season finishes and winter dormancy beckons, I need to come back 

to my core. 

Where I have sprouted and bloomed in your name I give you thanks.  

Where I am overgrown, have lost my way or grown dry without sap, prune 

me back. Back to a secure starting point so that I may grow again, healthy 

and vibrant in your care. 

Help me to use this time of dormancy as a reflection of the year that’s been. 

Let me gather the nutrients I need to restore myself in your name.  

Bathing in the sunshine of your love and growing towards the person you 

know I can be. 

Amen 

 

The Paradox of Christmas 

 

 

Divinity in Humanity? 

Fertility in Virginity? 

Regality in Simplicity? 

Serenity in Hostility? 

Equality in Minority? 

Felicity in Adversity? 

Mortality in Nativity? 
   



 

 
 

           



Please print off to colour 
 

 



REFORM - the magazine of the URC 

I am grateful to Jo and Pete for delivering 'Reform' to your homes while the 

church has been closed for services, and hope you have enjoyed reading the 

articles and news items in it and looking at the photographs.  

Time now to send orders and payment for 2021, so would subscribers please 

let me have £29.50 for next year's 10 issues (either cash, or cheque made out 

to 'United Reformed Church') as soon as possible - price the same as last 

year if we send it to arrive before the end of November. 

New subscribers would be very welcome too so, if you are interested, please 

ask me for a sample copy and/or information; our phone number is 01926 

512572. Digital copies are also available for £18. Look forward to hearing 

from you and thank you for your support. 

Janet Turner 

ARTICLES FOR THE 

JANUARY 2021 

E-MAG SHOULD BE IN BY

SUNDAY 20th DECEMBER 2020 

PLEASE (e-mail to 

m.todd1@hotmail.com)



ZOE’S PLACE UPDATE 

On behalf of everyone involved in the project I would like to pass on our heartfelt 

thanks to all of the kind people at Abbey Hill Church who have supported Zoes 

Place Baby Hospice by purchasing our baking book. 

“The Zoes Book of Baking” has been produced by a group of us volunteers who 

bake cakes, cookies and other goodies for the Annual Summer Fayre at Zoes Place 

and we are delighted to report that so far we have raised over £3,400 for the 

hospice from sales of the book! We are particularly pleased with this result as the 

Summer Fayre usually brings in around this amount so we have managed to 

replace this lost income and we couldn’t be happier! 

So many of you have bought books, or given a donation in lieu of a purchase and 

we are so grateful. 

The project has had some wonderful spin offs. A friend of mine who has 

Parkinsons Disease promoted sales of the book in her village newsletter and 

delivered orders direct by driving round the village in her electric wheelchair. She 

said it was lovely to see people during her rounds as she lives alone. My Yoga 

teacher’s daughter who has learning disabilities and loves to knit, decided to make 

wholly socks and sells them from a table outside her house giving the proceeds to 

Zoes. Another friend who makes amazing crafts has been busy, whilst isolating at 

home, making items for the hospice to sell on eBay. The Kenilworth Inner Wheel 

group have bought £260 worth of books to sell to their members. Above all the 

project has helped raise the profile of the charity and everyone, staff, volunteers, 

and the families are very grateful. 

If anyone is still looking for a Christmas present, perhaps something to pop in the 

post we still have plenty of copies available, just contact me direct 

Judy Warner 

Email judy.warner@outlook.com or phone 07999519377 to arrange delivery. 

The books have been fully funded so very penny of the £10 charge for the book 

goes straight to the hospice. 

Thank you all again from everyone at Zoes Place we wish you all a happy, peaceful 

and safe Christmas. 

mailto:judy.warner@outlook.com


Shopping 
The manager of a department store put this notice in the window: ‘If you need it 
this Christmas, we have it.’  But in the window of a rival, a sign appeared, stating: 
‘If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.’ 

Wise? 
When I told my children the story of how the Wise Men brought gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh for the infant Jesus, my six-year-old daughter was not 
impressed.  "Mum, a Wise Woman would have brought nappies." 

Toe 
If athletes get athlete's foot, what do astronauts get?  Missile toe. 

Bakery 
Did you hear about the bakery that was burgled at Christmas? Everything was 
stollen! 

Exchange 
My friend reviewed her young son’s fill-in-the-blank homework.  One line was: 
“At Christmas, we exchange gifts with ____.” 
His quick response: “Receipts.” 

Lost 
Just as I began my Christmas Eve service, the electricity in the church failed. The 
wardens and I found some candles and placed them around the sanctuary. Then 
I re-entered the pulpit, shuffled my notes, and muttered, "Now, where was I?" 

A hopeful voice called out, "Right near the end!" 

Come 
What is a webmaster's favourite hymn? 
Oh, dot com all ye faithful! 

Chimney 
Why doesn't Father Christmas suffer from claustrophobia when he climbs down 
the chimney?   Because he has had his flue jab. 

Come and go 
At Christmas friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate. 



WHO’s WHO at ABBEY HILL 

Church Leader.    George Jones 07946 095418 

g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

Secretary: Anne Gilmore 01926 855586 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com
http://www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk/
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