
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
DIARY OF PRAYER – MARCH 2020 

 

1
st Lesley Williams

2
nd Di Wilson

3
rd Jane Woods-Scawen

4
th Jon Atkinson

5
th Ann Banning

6
th Heather and John Barton

7
th Louise Barton and Emileigh Warren

8
th Louise Broad

9
th Jane Bryan, Martha and Seth

10
th Judy Clarkson and Sam

11
th Betty and David Connelly

12
th Vera and Andy Cooper

13
th Gloria Cordery

14
th Pat and Ian Cowan

15
th Alison and Robert Crichton

16
th Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha

17
th Susan Derwent and Henry Bentley

18
th Edna and Jack Dixon

19
th Mavis Duckworth

20
th Linda and Paul Duffy

21
st Judith and Terry Eaton

22
nd Peggy Everall

23
rd Jo Flowers and Pete Warren

24
th Barbara and Richard Gillard

25
th Margaret Gillard

26
th Anne and Tony Gilmore

27
th Helen Green

28
th Bert Greenway

29
th Donna and Darren Hall and Emelia

30
th Laraine Hall

31
st Katherine Heppingstall   
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Spreading a little Sunshine….. 
 
It is a beautiful day in early February as I write. 
 
The sun brings such joy to everyone, the brightness, the warmth and the 
way the sun’s rays highlight the colours of the early spring flowers.  
 
We have a Garia Elliptica in our garden, a shrub with 4 to 6 inch silver grey 
catkins, and this year it is completely covered with these. In the sun it is 
stunning! Catkins abound in the hedgerows, the snowdrops are forming 
carpets in parks and gardens and many people will go on special snowdrop 
walks to see these wonderful carpets of white. Shortly, the crocus carpets 
along Abbey Fields will be glistening in the sunshine (or rain!). 
 
Yet while our hearts sing with the signs of approaching spring, there is 
storm Ciara (to be followed by storm Denis)  on the horizon which will 
cause damage to property and trees leading to disruption to transport and 
the likelihood of flooding This will cause heartache for money and dampen 
our spirits. 
 
This could be a metaphor for life, periods of joy, with periods of darkness, 
when it is hard to feel joy, but our faith in Jesus is there to provide us with 
the joy of knowing we are loved and will receive everlasting joy in Heaven, 
when all around us there is little to lift our hearts. 
 
We have a year ahead of us during which we will be celebrating 375 years 
of non-conformist worship in Kenilworth. Let us look forward to this with joy 
and be joyful throughout the year, and thankful for our good fortune in being 
part of a caring church family and having a welcoming place of worship. 
 
“I am with you always” Jesus said. We should remember this in both the 
good and not so good moments in our lives. We need to follow his 
instructions to love one another and ensure that all we do we do in love. 
 
So, as we go through this year of celebration remember, a smile, a kind 
word, an act of kindness or helpfulness with Jesus in our hearts can make a 
world of difference to those around us. Spread a little sunshine especially 
on the dark days. 
 
Smile 
 
Anne G 
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DIARY FOR MARCH 2020 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Wednesday 10.00 Bumps. Babies & Toddlers 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  

 

 
 
Other Events:   
 
1st Sunday     11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

4th Wednesday     7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 

8th Sunday   11.00 Family Service led by David Connelly followed 
by coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 

    7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 

11th  Wednesday   2.00 Ladies Circle: At Betty Connelly’s – please bring 
   a favourite poem to read.  

     7.15 Managers’ Meeting. 
 

13th Friday            7.00 Pint-together – The Green Man 
 

15th  Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 
followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

22nd Sunday   11.00 Mothering Sunday/Parade Service led by Donna 
Curran and Jo Stratton followed by tea/coffee. 
 

28th Saturday       10.30 Coffee Morning. 
 

29th Sunday   11.00 Family Service led by Martyn Todd followed 
by coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 

     
The Communion offertory for March will be donated to Warwickshire Air 
Ambulance 
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THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM OF WORSHIP- Part 1 

The English Civil War broke out in 1642. 

During its early campaigns, Kenilworth formed a useful Royalist 

counterbalance to the Parliamentary stronghold of Warwick. 

Kenilworth was used by Charles on his advance to Edgehill in October 

1642. After the inconclusive battle of Edgehill, however, the Royalist 

garrison was withdrawn from Kenilworth on the approach of Lord Brooke 

(Robert Greville), owner of Warwick Castle and commander of 

parliamentary forces in Warwickshire. Kenilworth Castle was then 

garrisoned by parliamentary forces. 

Kenilworth Parish Church of St Nicholas (in Abbey Fields) recorded: ‘There 

are bullet marks on the north wall from target practice and Cromwell's 

troops had used the church as a billet.’ 

The result of the battle of Naseby in June 1645, this time a decisive battle, 

was the annihilation of the Royalist army. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud had been beheaded at Tower 

Hill, London earlier in 1645 after being found guilty of high treason and the 

Anglican hierarchy removed. 

Churches in England in 1645 (375 years ago) were no longer Anglican, 

they were Independent or Congregational (Reformed) without being subject 

or accountable to any royal or ecclesiastical assembly: 

 “Every separate congregation of Christians, with its pastor and deacons, is 

a Church independent of all legislation but that of Christ." 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Offertory for January 2020 - £2425 (2019 - £1842) 

     

January Communion gifts for Myton Hospice totalled £54. 

 

March Communion will be donated to the Warwickshire Air Ambulance 
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Do You Care? 
 
Almost daily there are news items about the environment, in the papers, on radio, 
television and social media. One Saturday in February I found 9 articles relating to 
climate change and the environment in the Saturday paper. 
 
One was about a survey in which 75% of people asked, said that they were 
concerned about the planet but only 33% of the people had actually changed to 
buying more environmentally friendly products. However 20% of those in the 
survey had reduced their car use. 
 
The survey also stated that 35% of people were very concerned about the 
environment and 40% were fairly concerned but the only 7% have campaigned or 
written to their MP or local councillor on an environmental issue. 
 
97% of scientists are in agreement that global warming is a fact and that human 
activities have led to this.  
 
Where do you stand? What have you done or are doing to help the environment? 
 

● Have you given up buying single use plastic bottles water bottles? 

● Have you stopped accepting plastic carrier bags of any sort? 

● Have you reduced the use of your car? 

● Are you recycling more? 

● Have you given up using paper plastic cups plates cutlery et cetera? 

● Have you invested in a reusable mug for drinks at coffee shops and service 

stations that use disposable cups? 

● Are you buying toilet paper and kitchen rolls with a percentage of recycled 

paper in them? 

 
Do you know that 

● at ‘Mary Hills’ shop in Kenilworth you can take your own container along to 

fill up with washing up liquid, laundry liquid, fabric conditioner, and hand 

soap. 

● Intercontinental hotels group are removing miniature toiletries from 843,000 

rooms in it 5000 hotels. 

● Marriot hotels will also remove these items and will save 700,000 kg of 

plastic from going to landfill which will be a 30% reduction in the use of 

plastic. 

● 200 million miniature toiletries are dumped from hotels in the UK to landfill 

each year!!! 

 
PLANET EARTH NEEDS OUR HELP NOW!!!  Will you act? 
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A Voice from the Past 

 
Nigel Uden, Moderator of the General Assembly, gave a very interesting 
sermon last Sunday, linking writings from the past with modern problems 
and the stories of Jesus about salt and letting your light shine from a hill. 
 
He quoted from the preface to a history of the church written 50 years ago 
showing how some of the concerns then are still relevant to today in a year 
when we are once again celebrating the church history. Here is part of that 
preface, written by the Revd. John East, our minister at the time, which 
ends with a question worth thinking about. The history this is taken from is 
on the church website: 
 
So here we are, 250 years of Abbey Hill Church; What a splendid record! From 
1720 (and before) to 1970. Through the violent persecution of our courageous 
forefathers, the breakaway from the Rosemary Hill Church for reasons of doctrinal 
purity, the establishment of the two major buildings on Abbey Hill (not forgetting the 
'Barn' before them), the problems that had to be faced after the Great War and 
through three interregnums to the challenge of the new and rapidly-expanding 
community which began to change both the face and character (as well as the 
prestige) of the ancient country town of Kenilworth in the 1960's.  
 
The Church on Abbey Hill, if I read the evidence correctly, has never at any time 
stood still (even though at times it may have wanted to) always the spirit of God 
has been at work in the church, moving it to face up to even greater and more 
difficult challenges. And so it continues in our day, and the people who once took 
the proud and often-provocative name, 'Independent' are faced with an even 
greater challenge as the church steps fearfully but not faithlessly into the 1970's.  
 
Suddenly, the Church on Abbey Hill finds itself in the midst of a new and 
prosperous 'middle-class' community in which the greater majority has grown totally 
indifferent to religious values and see no relevance in their largely self-contained 
lives for the claims of Jesus Christ and His Gospel. But though the surface of this 
community gives a calm and untroubled appearance, beneath the superficial 
facade of this community there are many problems and the Gospel we believe, is 
no less relevant to these than it was to the problems of yesteryear. So here is the 
challenge of Christ again. Shall we, who form the congregation of Abbey Hill 
Church in 1970 face up to the challenge of our age as illustriously and 
courageously as our forefathers faced up to the challenge of their age? Let us go 
forward into the 1970's determined to carry on the proud historical tradition of 
nearly 300 years. 
 
 

David Connelly 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY FOR FEBRUARY 
 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
March 1st Ayse McKenzie 
 3rd Di Wilson 
 4th Judy Clarkson 
  6th Elspeth Stratton (16) 
  9th Andy Cooper 

10th Shelley Warren  
 13th Martyn Todd 
 14th Bronwen Todd 
 15th Martha Curran (17) 
 17th Vivien Nichols  
 18th Jane Woods-Scawen 

20th Larraine Hall 
21st Jayne Bryan  

Best wishes to Andy Cooper and to Jane Woods-Scawen who both 
celebrate birthdays ending in an “0” 
   
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES. 
Happy Wedding Anniversary wishes to:-  
 March 9th Heather & John Barton 
  16th Jo & John Williams 
 20th Larraine & Barrie Hall 
 30th Michael & Donna Curran & Pauline & Rod Smith 
 
DEATH 
Sadly, we have to tell you of the death of another of our long term members 
– Anne Nichol. Anne and her husband Bruce lived in Cubbington before 
moving to Ashdene Gardens in Kenilworth. For the past few years Anne 
has been in a Nursing home in Kineton. Her funeral was last Thursday 21st 
February at Oakley Wood Crematorium. 
 
THINKING OF 
We think particularly this month of Jill & Robin Lough-Scott, Janet Turner, 
Glenys Hobbins, Esme Thorpe and Gloria Cordery. 
We continue to pray for Rosemary & Vic Jones, Jack & Edna Dixon, Peggy 
Everall, Bert Greenway, Joan Lightbown and Rosemary Lumley. 
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Friends are the icing on the cake 
 
There is nothing better than a close friend unless it is a close friend bearing 
chocolate. (anon) 
 
The secret of friendship is to give and take – you give me chocolate and I’ll 
take it! 
 
Dear friend, I pray that you will be able to taste and see God’s finest 
blessings in your life. 
  From A Little Book of Friendship. 

 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 
 
 

Lent Course at Abbey Hill 
 
As In previous years, it is planned to hold a Lent Course at Abbey Hill on 
Thursday mornings 11-12pm commencing 5th March for five weeks. 
 
Please let Anne Gilmore know if you wold like to attend as sufficient 
numbers are required to ensure the course goes ahead. 

World Day of Prayer Service 

This is to take place at All Saint’s C of E Church LEEK WOOTTON on 
Friday 6th March 2020 at 2pm. 
 
The buffet lunch before the service will be served from 12.15 onwards, 
everyone is welcome to it. 
 
This year the service is from ZIMBABWE and the theme of it is “Rise! Take 
up your Mat and Walk.” 

Pint-together 
 
You are all invited to join us for a relaxed evening in The Green Man on 
Friday 13th March from 7pm. It’s a chance to meet, have a chat and 
perhaps a drink or two! 
 
Anne and Fred 
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Voting for change in Egypt 

 
When Nasreen went to vote for the first time, she knew exactly what to do.  
This was an important moment, her first time to influence her country’s 
future. 
 
She showed her brand-new ID card to the clerk, and the voting papers were 
finally in her hand. 
 
It’s thanks to Embrace partners that Nasreen could go to the polls. 
 
Egypt has universal suffrage, but to actually vote people need a National ID 
card, and Nasreen didn’t have one. 
 
Because she was a girl, her parents had not registered her birth so – like 
too many other women and girls – Nasreen did not politically exist. 
 
That is until Embrace’s Christian partner went to the poorest Egyptian 
villages to run adult education classes.  They teach reading, writing and 
maths as well as the skills women who missed out on an education as 
children. 
 
One student, Yousra, told us how her new skills enrich her relationship with 
her granddaughter. 
 

“Since starting classes I have been able to read with her and talk about 
what she learnt in nursery.  I am very happy that I started to study with my 

granddaughter.” 
 
In the run up to Egypt’s 2018 elections, Embrace’s partners set a target; if 
50% of the students voted, that would be a powerful testimony to the 
project’s success. 
 
The target was smashed when 98% of the female students went to the 
polls. They finally had a chance to take part in politics and society – and 
they took it – thanks to supporters of Embrace. 
 
Winnie 
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Church Magazine Bloomers 
 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What Is Hell?’ Come early 
and listen to our choir practice. 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new 
members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 
 
The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to see 
the organist after the service. 
 
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.  They need all the help they can 
get. 
 
The Rector will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing: Break 
Forth Into Joy. 
 
This evening at 7 pm there will be hymn-singing in the park across from the church. 
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 
 
The Women’s Tea for next week has been cancelled. We are sorry for any 
incontinence this may cause. 
 
The cost of the Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
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Statement from British Church leaders and representatives as 
the UK prepares to leave the European Union 

 
We, the leaders and representatives of ten British Church denominations and 
networks, speak together as the UK prepares to leave the European Union on 
Friday 31 January 2020 
.  
Three and a half years after the UK voted to leave the European Union, the point of 
departure has now been reached. The process of arriving at this point has been 
bruising and divisive. For some this date will mark the realisation of a long-held 
ambition and a moment of celebration. For others, however, it will be an occasion 
of great loss, marking the moment when deeply held desires for the nations of the 
UK are placed beyond reach.  
 
Church members in good conscience continue to hold a wide range of views about 
Brexit. As Church leaders and representatives, we are united in wishing to seek 
God’s guidance and a sense of common purpose as we move from this chapter of 
the Brexit process into the next.  
 
As the UK leaves the EU there are important choices to be made about the values 
that we as a country live out. As Christians, we affirm our belief that all people are 
equally created in God’s image. Our country should be one that offers sanctuary to 
refugees and is intolerant of those who hate because of a person’s race or 
nationality. Both Leave and Remain campaigns agreed on this – we must now 
make it a reality.  
 
The continuing challenges of the climate crisis, global inequality and conflict will 
require both resolve and close international cooperation to be addressed 
effectively.  
 
We greatly value the love and friendship of our sisters and brothers in other 
European churches, and a group of us are writing to them publicly today to assure 
them that these relationships will continue. We also recognise that 31 January will 
bring uncertainty and anxiety to many EU citizens living in the UK and British 
citizens living in the EU. Leaving the EU cannot mean abandoning our 
responsibilities towards these families.  
 
Brexit exposed and exacerbated divisions in British society. The deeply held 
convictions that fuelled the Brexit debate will not simply go away, but our Christian 
faith urges us to be people of peace and reconciliation. If the bitterness of the last 
four years is not to persist in polluting our national life, we will all need to resist the 
temptation to hold on onto the hurts of the past, or to act in ways which will be 
perceived as triumphalist.  
 
We will only be able to move towards having a sense of common purpose, despite  
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our differences, when we choose to act with kindness, humility and respect towards  
those with whom we disagree. We call on our political leaders to set an example 
over the next weeks and months as we move towards negotiations which will 
require further decisions about priorities for the nations of the UK. 
 
For our part, our Churches will be working and praying for:  
• • a society where the poorest and most marginalised are at the centre  

• • a society that welcomes the stranger  

• • a just economy that enables the flourishing of all life  

• • a planet where the environment is renewed  

• • a world which actively works for peace  

• • a politics characterised by listening, kindness and truthfulness.  
 
We pray for the people of the UK, for our leaders, and for the whole of Europe, as 
we mark this significant moment together.  
 
Revd Dr Barbara Glasson and Professor Clive Marsh, President and Vice-President of 
the Methodist Conference  
Revd David Mayne, Moderator of Council, Baptist Union of Great Britain  
The Right Revd Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland  
Revd Nigel Uden and Mr Derek Estill, Moderators of the General Assembly of the 
United Reformed Church  
Most Revd Father Olu Abiola OBE and Archbishop Fidelia Onyuku-Opukiri, Council of 
African and Caribbean Churches UK  
Yvonne Campbell, General Secretary, on behalf of the Council of the Congregational 
Federation  
Revd Dr Noel A Davies, Chair, Cytûn: Churches Together in Wales' Working Party on 
Wales and Europe  
Bishop Simon Iheanacho, Overseer, UK World Evangelism Churches  
Paul Parker, Recording Clerk, Quakers in Britain  
Most Revd Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross and Caithness and Primus of the 
Scottish Episcopal Church  

24 January 2020  

 

ARTICLES FOR THE 

APRIL 2020 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 22nd MARCH 2020    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd1@hotmail.com) 
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ROTAS – MARCH 2020  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  1 

 

John Nichols 

 

Esme Thorpe 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

  8 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

 15 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Janet Turner 

 

Heather Barton 

 

 22 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Bert Greenway 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

 29 

 

John Nichols 

 

Jill Lough-Scott 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  1 

 

David Connelly 

John and Lorna 

Spenser 

 

Donna Curran 

 

  8 

 

Bronwen  Todd 

John and Jo 

Williams 

 

Chris Ives 

 

 15 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Anne and Fred 

Holloway 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

 22 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

Pete Warren and 

Jo Flowers 

 

Winnie Tawil 

 

 29 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Gloria Cordery/ 

Alison Crichton 

 

Kath Shortley 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  1 

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

  

Anne Holloway 
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John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

  

Anne Gilmore 

 

 15 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

  

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

 22 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

  

Betty Connelly 

 

 29 

Betty Connelly/ 

Jo Flowers 

 

 

 

John McKenzie 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

 15 Pat Cowan 

Anne Gilmore 

Anne Gilmore 

Eileen John 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Betty Connelly 
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ROTAS – APRIL 2020  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

   5 

 

Pat Cowan  

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

  12 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

 19 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Judy Clarkson 

 

Eileen John 

 

 26 

 

John Nichols 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

  

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  5 

 

David Connelly 

Jon Atkinson/ 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Alison Crichton 

 

  12 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Betty Connelly/Rosemary 

Jones/Jo Stratton 

 

Lorna Spenser 

 

 19 

 

Bronwen Todd 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Winnie Tawil 

 

John McKenzie 

 

 26 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

 

The Currans 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

  

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  5 

Betty Connelly/ 

Jo Flowers 

  

Anne Holloway 

       

  12   

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

  

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 19 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

  

Anne Holloway 

 

 26 

Linda Duffy/ 

Kathryn Heppinstall 

  

Anne Gilmore 

 

 

   

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

19 Rosemary Lawrence/ 

Anne Holloway 

Anne Holloway 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Anne Gilmore 

Kath Shortley 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

John McKenzie       779810 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Anne Holloway  01926 335951 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Jo Williams  02477 112156 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

