
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Remembrance Sunday 10th November 



 

DIARY OF PRAYER – NOVEMBER 2019 
                 

1st  Vera and Andy Cooper 

2nd  Gloria Cordery 

3rd Pat and Ian Cowan 

4th  Alison and Robert Crichton 

5th  Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha 

6th  Susan Derwent and Henry Bentley 

7th  Edna and Jack Dixon 

8th  Mavis Duckworth 

9th  Linda and Paul Duffy 

10th Judith and Terry Eaton 

11th  Peggy Everall 

12th  Jo Flowers and Pete Warren 

13th  Barbara and Richard Gillard 

14th  Margaret Gillard 

15th  Anne and Tony Gilmore 

16th  Helen Green 

17th  Bert Greenway 

18th  Donna and Darren Hall and Emelia 

19th  Laraine Hall 

20th  Glenys Hobbins 

21st  Anne and Fred Holloway 

22nd Jane and Phil Inshaw 

23rd Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks 

24th  Eileen John and Leon 

25th  George Jones 

26th  Rosemary and Vic Jones 

27th  Rosemary and Gerald Lawrence 

28th  Joan and Janet Lightbown 

29th  Jill and Robin Lough-Scott 

30th  Rosemary Lumley 
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A call to serve…….. 
 

November is not my favourite month with its short dark and often 
damp days. 
 
It is also the month when we remember the loss of life in the world 
wars and wonder why human beings can be so cruel to each other. 
We also remember have brave people can be in difficult 
circumstances.  
 
I have recently being reading a book entitled “How the Girl Guides 
won the war “ In this country they worked hard collecting rose hips for 
syrup, collecting newspapers, caring for evacuee children and much 
else but in occupied Europe they did dangerous jobs like carrying 
messages and taking food to prisoners in concentration camps which 
caused some to be tortured or even executed. So, we can think 
about those as well. 
 
However, towards the end of the month we become busy with 
Christmas lists, cards and gifts leading up to when Jesus brought 
light into the world.  
 
One of our past ministers stated that ‘Abbey Hill Church could be a 
beacon of light on the hill.’ I am not sure we fully managed it then but 
I am concerned about the future. We do need more people to get 
involved with the church. 
 
We need Elders, yet this is perhaps a misleading name as people 
seem to think you need to be very clever and religious but really the 
only gift you need is to care about the Church and the people in it. 
 
We will soon need a church secretary. Anne has worked hard doing a 
great job but has nearly completed her term of office. There are other 
jobs mentioned in October’s magazine. Did you read them? Have 
you considered them? Have another look before you throw it away. 
If you can help in any way please talk to George or Anne. 
 
Let us keep the beacon of light shining brightly on Abbey Hill.  
 
Betty Connelly                                  
                         3  



 

DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2019 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 

 
 
Other Events:   
 
3rd Sunday     11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

6th Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 

 9th Saturday     10.30 Grand Coffee Morning. 
 

10th Sunday   10.30 Remembrance Service led by David Connelly 
    7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 

13th  Wednesday   2.00 Ladies Circle: Barbara Gillard – “Eathen Vessels- 
              Glorious Mud”.                       

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting. 
 

17th  Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 
followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 

 
24th Sunday   11.00 Family Service led by The Hawkins family followed 

by coffee/tea in the schoolroom.  
 

30th Saturday      6.00 Skits and Spuds – an evening of “entertainment”. 

 
The Communion offertory for November will be donated to Help for 
Heroes. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

Offertory for September 2019 - £2108 (2018 - £2122) 
     
September Communion gifts for RNLI were £51 
 
Income included £100 from Coffee Pot and £27 from the pew cushion 
exhibition. 
 
The collection at the Civic Service raised £300 which will be shared 
between the church and the Mayor’s Charity. 
 
The Harvest collection for Commitment for Life has so far totalled 
£1215. (Envelopes may still be handed in.) 
 
The November communion donations are for Help for Heroes. 
 
 

 'REFORM' 2020 
 

Please may I have orders and payment (£29-50 by cash, or cheque to 
'United Reformed Church') for next year's 'Reform' - the magazine of the 
URC - by mid-November. New subscribers always welcome! 
 
Thank you. 
 
Janet Turner. 
 

Pint-together 
 
You are all invited to join us for a relaxed evening in The Green Man on Friday 
15th November from 7pm. It’s a chance to meet, have a chat and perhaps a drink 
or two! 
 
Anne and Fred 
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The Two Minute Silence 
 
Schoolgirls in 1918 were warned that they might never be married.  So 
many prospective husbands had been killed in World War 1, that their 
chances could be slim.  It’s hard for us to imagine the slaughter.  The 
total number of both civilian and military casualties is estimated at 
around 37 million people, ending only when the Armistice took effect 
on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918. 
 
The idea of a ‘Two Minute Silence’ originated in South Africa.  The first 
minute was to be a time of thanksgiving for those who had returned 
alive, and the second minute was to remember the fallen. It was taken 
up by King George V, writing, “it is my desire and hope that at the hour 
when the Armistice came into force, there may be for the brief space of 
two minutes a complete suspension of all our normal activities.” 
 
It had an immediate impact.  An observer wrote, “The whole World 
Stands to Attention. From the Indian jungles to Alaska, on the trains, on 
the ships at sea, in every part of the globe where a few British were 
gathered together, the Two-Minute pause was observed." 
 
The Great War was said to be ‘the war to end all wars’.  But it wasn’t.  
About three per cent of the world population were to die in World War 
2.  Today’s 11th November commemoration, repeated on the nearest 
Sunday, now incorporates all wars.  
 
The Royal British Legion describes the Act of Remembrance as a deeply 
personal act available to everyone, acknowledging the service and 
sacrifice of the Armed Forces and their families, across all conflicts.   
 
In keeping the Two Minute Silence, many will long for the day when, in 
the words of the prophet Isaiah, “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
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The Fall of the Berlin Wall 
 
It was 30 years ago this month, on 9th November 1989, that the fall of 
the Berlin Wall began. Over two million people from East Berlin visited 
the West in a celebration described as ‘the greatest street party in the 
history of the world.’ However, we are still living with walls, thinking of 
those dividing Gaza and Palestine from Israel. It’s a strong human 
instinct to build walls to separate us from those we view as different 
and threatening.  
 
Paul writes of how the death of Jesus has broken down the barrier 
between Jew and Gentile: ‘His purpose was to create in Himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile 
both of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death their 
hostility.’ (Ephesians 2:15-16). 
 
Jesus is still in the business in breaking down the barriers between 
people of different gender, age, race and language, to bring them 
together in His church: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ 
(Galatians 3:28). 
 
We can easily put up barriers with others, when we make assumptions 
about them, forgetting that they may be thinking the same things about 
us. We may want to avoid making ourselves vulnerable or appear 
needy. Yet Jesus can break down our defences and enable us to live 
openly and honestly with others. As His church, He invites us to be a 
community of risk-takers, i.e. those who trust each other, handle our 
weaknesses and fears, and who encourage one another’s strengths and 
gifts. 
 
‘A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be, 
and not building bridges, is not Christian.’ (Pope Francis). 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
November 3rd  Mavis Duckworth 
November 6th John McKenzie 
November 16th      John Spenser 
November 18th  Mhari McLintock & John Williams 
November 23rd Heather Barton 
November 29th      Madeline Hamper 
Best wishes to John Williams who celebrates a birthday ending 
in an 0 this month. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
November 1st          Bronwen & Martyn Todd 
November 21st Glenys & Cyril Hobbins 
Congratulations to Glenys & Cyril on the occasion of their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary. 
 
DEATH 
It is with great sadness that the death of Peter Muckersie, one 
of Abbey Hill’s longest serving members, is announced. We 
think of and pray for Pam and all the family at this sad time. 
A full tribute to Peter will be published in the next edition on the 
magazine. David Connelly has prepared some personal 
memories on page 12. 
 
UNWELL/HOSPITAL 
We continue to pray for Rosemary Lumley, Bert Greenway, 
Rosemary & Vic Jones, Anne Nicholl, Joan Lightbown, Peggy 
Everall, Dorothy Barker, Lesley Williams Mavis Duckworth and 
Jack & Edna Dixon. 
 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be 
mentioned by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
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From Commitment for Life Prayer Partners 

 
We pray for tolerance and understanding 
To prevail over prejudice, stereotypes and 

preconceptions. An open dialogue where we 
value our differences and respect each other’s 

views, not forcing our views on each other. 
We pray for you Lord as you attempt to lead all of 

us in your ways. It must break your heart to see the 
world sometimes. Hopefully the good that is in this 
world will win out and give you as much hope as it 

will give us. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 
 
 

SKITS AND SPUDS EVENING 

 
On Saturday 30th November in the School Rooms there will be an evening 
of entertainment featuring a variety skits (turns) provided by well known 
faces from the Congregation and others. 
 
This promises to be a fun social event suitable for everyone. 
 
Food is included: a jacket potato with various fillings as well as tea, coffee 
and soft drinks. 
 
In addition, there will be a "donations" bar for beer and wine. 
 
The cost (even if you are doing a turn!) is £8.00 per head with under 12's at 
£5.00 per head. 
 
Please come, and why not bring some friends. 
 
The event will start at 6.00 pm and finish by 9.00 pm. 
 
All profits will go to Church funds. 
 
For tickets please contact Colin Ritchie at Church or by phoning 01926 
512507. 
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Peter Muckersie – Personal Memories 

 

Peter and I, with respective families, arrived at Abbey Hill about the 
same time in the late 1970 when John East had been appointed 
minister, the first one for some years.  
 
Immediately he became an active and valued member of the church. 
One of his attributes was his ability to befriend people. He would 
greet any visitors to the church and soon know all about them. He 
had a good memory for people and seemed to know someone 
anywhere in the world. He used this skill to arrange meetings Abbey 
hill for the U3A where foreign students talked about their countries. 
 
He also ran for about ten years in the 1980’s visits by 30 or 40 
American ministers. They spent 2 weeks studying at Mansfield 
College, Oxford, then came to Kenilworth and were given B&B by 
church members. They enjoyed the cultural delights of the area and 
socialised with the church. We all learned a lot about each other’s 
culture. The money raise helped to repair dry rot damage. 
 
Peter enjoyed all the men’s activities – there were a lot of men in 
those days - men’s Group, hikes, entertainment, decorating the 
church. He was a very good elder and offered good support and 
advice to John East and subsequent ministers. He helped with the 
older children in Junior Church and the young people. 
 
He also helped with services and helped me write a pageant for the 
250 year celebration.  
 
The Dare to Dream project owed a lot to Peter who was involved with 
the preparation and its execution. His advice was also invaluable to 
the Arlidge charity with his knowledge of teenagers.  
 
Peter was a gentleman in all meanings of the word. When his name 
is mentioned the names Pam, Alison and David also come to mind.  
 
They were (and are) a lovely family. Thank you Peter for lots of 
happy memories. 
 
David Connelly 
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Shop Thoughtfully - Christmas is nigh 

 
As the Christmas marketing season is now in full swing can we think about 
sustainability and the planet when we are buying presents, cards, wrapping 
paper and food for the festivities. 
 
Many presents, especially for children, are over packaged and often with a lot 
of plastic or polystyrene involved…….. selling air!!!  Look out for the companies 
that are eliminating plastic from their packaging. 
 
Cards and gift tags with glitter on are not recyclable, nor is plasticized foil 
wrapping paper. We should try using less sticky tape when wrapping parcels. 
 
We should also try not to buy more food than we will use. It will help our 
pockets as well as the environment. 
 
This Earth is what we have, we must do more to protect it for future 
generations. 
 
Anne Gilmore 
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CROSSWORD 
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Crossword Clues 
 
Across 
1  He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) (10) 
7  ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him — the cross’ 
(Hebrews 12:2) (7) 
8  Relieved (5)  
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)  
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)  
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to enter 
the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)  
15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)  
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8) 
18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped them 
with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4) 
21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last trumpet’ 
(1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2) 
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”’ (Luke 
22:33) (5,2) 
23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6) 
 
Down 
1  He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)  
2  Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all here!’ 
(Acts 16:28) (4)  
3  ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of man’ 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)  
4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)  
5  Sun rail (anag.) (7)  
6  Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)  
9  Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their — to 
Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)  
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he feared 
the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)  
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)  
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)  
19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5)  
20 See 18 Across 
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Women’s Refuge in Egypt 
 

The refuge is in a secret location in an Egyptian city and looks like an 
ordinary apartment.  It was established by a woman who felt a calling 
from God.  She approached Embrace’s local partners for help 
opening the refuge. 
 
Women now have a place to live safely. As they heal, they can also 
catch upon schooling which helps them support themselves in future. 
 
Mona, 20, was just a child when she suffered physical and emotional 
abuse. 
 
She and her siblings lived with their father in a tin shack and had to 
work as rubbish collectors.  Mona’s father arranged for her to be 
married when she was very young, but she realised she was 
pregnant as a result of rape. 
 
When her new husband found out, he beat her and threw her on to 
the street.  
She never saw her baby son; as soon as he was born, the family 
took him and gave him away.  It is hard to imagine hope entering 
such a heart-breaking situation. 
 
But in the depths of Mona’s despair, Embrace Partners are helping 
her rebuild her life.  A local church leader arranged for her to get to 
the refuge.  There she experienced compassion and understanding 
and has begun to heal. 
 
“In the refuge I started a new life, Mona says.  I was born again.  I 
learnt reading, writing and cooking, and I learnt to read a few verses 
from the Bible which made me delighted.  I stopped weeping for my 
past.  I am now happy and accept myself.” 
 
Pray that people will continue to be able to provide the much needed 
shelters and support to women like Mona. 
 
Winnie 
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Expectant 
 
The rector of a church had just made the happy announcement that a 
member of the congregation was with child.  Then he reminisced a bit: ‘As 
far as I know, there have been no pregnancies in this church for years – 
until I arrived!’ 
 
 
Thou shalt not 
 
A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments. They were 
ready to discuss the last one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her 
what it was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall, and quoted, “Thou shall not 
take the covers off the neighbour’s wife.” 
 
Lead us not… 
 
I had been teaching my three-year old daughter the Lord’s Prayer. For 
several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the 
prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully 
enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer: “Lead us not into 
temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us some e-mail. Amen” 

 
Hold on 
 
While out in the town, I saw an elderly couple holding hands while they 
were walking. As they approached, I commented on how romantic it was. 
The man replied, “We have been holding hands when we go out in public 
for years. I have to. If I let go, she shops.” 

 
 
 

Crossword Answers 
 

ACROSS: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, Startled. 13, Easier. 15, Rubric. 17, 
Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 22, Ready to. 23, Holy Spirit.  
 
DOWN: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6, Jezreelite. 9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 
14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 19. Egypt. 20, Hair. 
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The miracle of prayer 
 

Recently. MAF Pilot Jon Cadd visited a vast camp in Bunia where a woman 

shared her desperate prayer request. 

 

For many weeks, her child had been in a coma. Confined to the camp’s 

hospital, the boy remained completely unresponsive to all forms of 

treatment. So, Jon joined Pastor Bisoke and the ladies’ group to pray for the 

boy. 

 

Days later, when the pastor returned to the camp, the boy’s mother came 

running to him shouting, “My child is well! My child I well!”  He was 

awake, responding and even eating! 

 

Please keep praying for MAF and other international Christian charities 

because God always answers prayer. 

 

Winnie 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2019    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – NOVEMBER 2019  

 

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  3 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Mavis Duckworth 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

 10 

 

John Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

 17 

 

Pat Cowan  

 

Gaynor Watkins 

 

Di Wilson 

 

 24 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Jennie Blake 

 

Donna Curran 

 

  

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  3 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

Betty Connelly/ 

Rosemary Jones 

 

Winnie Tawil 

 

 10 

 

David Connelly 

Gloria Cordery/ 

Alison Crichton 

 

Chris Ives 

 

 17 

 

Ivan Pointon  

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Winne Tawil  

 

Alison Crichton 

 

 24 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Phil Inshaw/ 

John Atkinson 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

  

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  3 

Eileen John/ 

Susan Derwent 

  

Rosemary Lawrence 

       

 10   

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

  

Anne Holloway 

 

 17 

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

  

Anne Gilmore 

 

 24 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

  

Betty Connelly 

 

 

   

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

17 John McKenzie/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Anne Gilmore 

John McKenzie 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Di Wilson 
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ROTAS – DECEMBER 2019  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  1 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 
Christmas arrangements 

 

  8 

 

John Nichols 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 
Christmas arrangements 

 

 15 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 
Christmas arrangements 

 

 22 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 
Christmas arrangements 

 

 29 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  1 

 

Bronwen  Todd 

 

The Currans 

 

Kath Shortley 

 

  8 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

John and Vivien 

Nichols  

 

John McKenzie 

 

 15 

 

David Connelly 

Pat Cowan/ 

Judy Clarkson 

 

Lorna Spenser 

 

 22 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Linda Duffy/ 

Eileen John 

 

Eileen John 

 

 29 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

John and Lorna 

Spenser 

 

Betty Connelly 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  1 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

  

John McKenzie 

       

  8  

Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

  

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

 15 

Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

  

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 22 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

  

Anne Holloway 

 

 29 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

 

25th – Anne Gilmore 

29th – Betty Connelly 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

 15 Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Anne Gilmore 

Anne Gilmore 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Winne Tawil 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 



 

Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Anne Holloway  01926 335951 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

