
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



DIARY OF PRAYER – JUNE 2019  
 

1
st Pat & Jim Scott

2
nd Mary Skidmore

3
rd Lorna and John Spenser

4
th Jo Stratton, Sophie and Elspeth

5
th Winnie Tawil

6
th Esmé Thorpe

7
th Bronwen and Martyn Todd, Alice, Sarah and Lottie

8
th Janet Turner

9
th Joy Verral

10
th Gaynor Watkins

11
th Bob Watson

12
th Jo and John Williams

13
th Lesley Williams

14
th Di Wilson

15
th Jane Woods-Scawen

16
th Jon Atkinson

17
th Ann Banning

18
th Dorothy Barker

19
th Heather and John Barton

20
th Louise Barton and Emileigh Warren

21
st Jane Bryan, Martha and Seth

22
nd Judy Clarkson and Sam

23
rd Betty and David Connelly

24
th Vera and Andy Cooper

25
th Gloria Cordery

26
th Pat and Ian Cowan

27
th Alison and Robert Crichton

28
th Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha

29
th Susan Derwent and Henry Bentley

30
th Edna and Jack Dixon  
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LISTENING 

“Say, Pooh, why aren’t you busy?” I said.  “Because it’s a nice day,” said Pooh.  “yes, 
but-------”   Why ruin it?” he said  “but you could be doing something Important,” I 
said.  “I am,” said Pooh.  “Oh? Doing what?”  “Listening,” he said.  “Listening to 
what?” “To the birds.  And that squirrel over there.”   “What are they saying,” I asked.  
“That it’s a nice day,” said Pooh.  “But you know that already,” I said.  “Yes, but it’s 
always good to hear that somebody else thinks so, to,” he replied. 

In May this year several of us have been to different events which meant listening to 
what has been said. 

The first one was the funeral of a fairly new member to Coffee Pot, Jean certainly 
made her mark with us in the short time. She was a very kind caring person, which her 
children told us about at her service. She will be sadly missed.  

I took a service at Ashdene Gardens, it was taken from World Day of Prayer service 
from Slovenia where we listened to the women there, it was a very thought provoking 
service. 

Then a group of us went to Stoneleigh Abbey to learn about Jane Austen, also the 
history of the Abbey and how she was involved there. The chap that spoke to us made 
it a very interesting and one couldn’t help but listen to him. 

 I went to The Royal Albert Hall to sing Verdi’s Requiem, what an experience. 1300 
were singing so we all had to listen to the instructions very carefully from our 
conductor, or else it might all have gone wrong. 

 We were invited to Kenilworth Manor for afternoon tea, there was a lady of 105 at 
our table. She was listening to everything being said but kept very quiet. Until Joy sang 

to her and suddenly she joined in with her, it was a lovely moment. 

In the Bible in Kings1 verses 9 to 14. Elijah went into the cave whilst there he listened 
to the Lord speaking to him. After the quiet gentle sound he went out and stood at 
the entrance of the cave. 

We all need to listen and take in what is being said to us. 

If you listen closely to my wisdom and good sense, you will have sound judgment. 
Proverbs 5; 1-2 

Rosemary Lawrence        
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DIARY FOR JUNE 2019 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 
 
 

Other Events:  
 
1st Saturday      12.00 Memorial Service for Elizabeth Horsfield at 

                          Church Stretton 
                7.00   Clara Shumann concert  
 

2nd Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 
Coffee/Tea in the schoolroom. 
 

5th Wednesday    7.15  Elders Meeting 
 
9th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Johnny O’Hanlon followed 

by coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
   7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 

12th Wednesday    2.00 Ladies Circle: Rev. Matt Jeffrey will talk about Work 
    Care.                             

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 

15th Saturday        7.15 Oompah Band evening 
 

16th Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by  
David Connelly followed by Coffee/tea. 
 

23rd Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Ian Carnell followed by 
Coffee/Tea in the schoolroom. 
 

29th Saturday      10.30 Church Coffee Morning.  
 
30th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

Coffee/Tea in the schoolroom. 
 

The Communion offertory for June will be donated to the British Red 
Cross. 
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Iraqi Christians 
 

We do not hear much about the displaced Christians and others in 
Iraq many of whom are now returning to their country after fleeing 
from ISIL’s atrocities. 
 
They have returned to find everything has been destroyed needing 
infrastructure – roads need repairing, water and electricity supplies 
need restoring and the schools need rebuilding. 
 
Over the next 12 months Embrace’s first partnerships in Iraq will be 
established, supporting the work of Christians who are already 
responding to the needs of displaced people and helping returning 
refugees re-establish their homes. With support Christian 
communities are aiming to rebuild their economies and create 
opportunities for the next generation. 
 
Christians have been a part of the fabric of society in Iraq for 2000 
years. Now in the aftermath of horrific persecution their numbers are 
low so it is vital that they are supported and the tireless humanitarian 
work that characterises their presence. 
Middle East Christians have an in-depth knowledge of their 
communities and can reach people who would otherwise be too 
vulnerable or too frightened to ask for help. 
 
Embrace does so much in so many of the Middle Eastern countries 
they need much prayer support as well as financial help whenever 
possible. 
 
I make no excuse for continuing to publicise the work Embrace does 
to help all faiths and none in these countries. 
 
Winnie 
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Climate Change Plus 

 
Last month I reported on the concerns about Climate Change.  Since 
then Greta Thunburg aged just 16 has been in the press a lot and 
has made politicians across Europe sit up and take notice about the 
issue. 
 
It appears that since the middle of last year she has been standing 
up and making her voice heard about the problems of Climate 
Change. At the same time reports have been published about the 
degradation of the plant and wild life that is occurring due to man’s 
greed, poor husbandry and climate change. 
 
Green Peace have produced videos that explain the crisis affecting a 
wide variety of life on this planet. Available on You tube ‘Green 
Peace Unearthed’ take a look. 
 
The insects in the soil are in massive decline and this will impact on 
the robustness and yield of crops. The insects in the air are also 
hugely affected. At one time driving around particularly on long 
journeys one’s windscreen and front of car would be smothered in 
dead insects. This rarely happens today. 
 
Air pollution is big news with a number of high profile incidents being 
reported. One family have had the death of their daughter recorded 
as due to Air pollution. Some schools are now stopping parents 
dropping children off by car in the vicinity of the school. 
 
I know that some people believe that Greta is a little simplistic in her 
outlook but I look at what she has done as being like the little boy in 
the ‘King’s New Clothes’.  People have known for a long time that 
there was a problem but the attitude was ‘It’s not my job to do 
anything’ She has said it straight …….…There is a problem and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
We All Need To Take Action NOW! 
 
Anne Gilmore 
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St Petroc, the founder of Padstow 
 

If you are going to Cornwall this summer in search of peace and quiet, 
Petroc is the saint for you.   Especially if you find Padstow a bit too 
crowded for your liking!  He would have sympathised. 
 
This 6th century abbot is Cornwall’s most famous saint.  Petroc set sail 
from South Wales, landed at Haylemouth, and founded a monastery at 
Lanwethinoc – now called Padstow, after him (Petroc’s Stow). 
 
Padstow must have been popular even in those days, because about 30 
years later Petroc, in search of some peace and quiet, moved on to build 
another monastery at Little Petherick (Nanceventon).  Here he must 
have decided to try some 6th century equivalent of ‘Fresh Expressions’, 
because he engaged with his local community by building a mill and a 
chapel.   
 
In time, Petroc began feeling crowded again.  So he tramped off to the 
remote wilds of Bodmin Moor, where he lived as a hermit – until some 
12 monks turned up to join him.  Firmly, Petroc kept them all housed in 
a monastery on a hilltop, while he enjoyed his private space in a cell by 
the river.    
 
But even here Petroc was not alone.  One day a terrified stag came 
rushing through the woods, pursued by the hunt.  Petroc flung open the 
door of his cell, and the panting animal took refuge.  When the 
huntsmen arrived on the scene, they did not dare to argue with the 
famous holy man, and went their way.   The stag’s gratitude made him 
tame, and Petroc would come to be portrayed with a stag as his special 
emblem.   
 
Petroc was buried in the monastery in Padstow but in c.1000 his shrine 
and relics, including his staff and bell, were translated to Bodmin.  Here 
they have stayed ever since, except for a short, unplanned trip to 
Brittany in 1177, when they were stolen and carted off by a naughty 
Canon of the Church.  Henry II intervened, and everything but a rib of 
Petroc was eventually returned. 
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Treasurer’s Report April 2019 
 

Offertory for April 2019 - £1891 (2018- £2026) 
 
April Communion gifts for Leprosy Mission were £63 
 
Other income included:  Coffee Pot £90, Magazine donations £5  
 
The June communion donations are for the British Red Cross 
 
 

David Connelly 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you for the patio rose I was presented with recently, in recognition of the 

years I spent editing the magazine, until my stroke meant I couldn't continue.  

 

It now has its first flower - a pretty shade of pink.  And it has lots of buds waiting 

to open. 

 

I enjoyed my time doing the magazine, and was really sorry to give it up.   

 

Best wishes, 

Mary Skidmore  
 

Discussion Group 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 3rd June at 7.15 pm in the Vestry. 

Topic: What was it that brought you to God? 

As always, all are welcome to our discussion group meetings where we 

discuss the topics in a safe, friendly and confidential environment. 

Why not come along and give it a try? 

Colin Ritchie 
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nilworth.foodbank.org.uk 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
Among those celebrating a birthday in June are 
8th June Alison Pointon 
13th June Ivan Pointon 
20th June Esme Thorpe & Donna Curran 
22nd June Michael Curran 
25th June Ann Holloway 
28th June David Connelly 
 
Congratulations to Esme and to David who both have special 
birthdays this month – Esme’s ending in a 5 and David’s in a 0! 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Happy Wedding Anniversary wishes go to Colin & Cheryl Ritchie, & 
Vera & Andy Cooper who celebrate their wedding anniversaries on 
June 11th. 
 
BIRTH 
Belated congratulations to Barbara and Richard Gillard on the birth of 
their grandson, Theo Benjamin (Wrerford Bush), born to their 
daughter Hannah and her husband James on 27th March – a brother 
for Mia and a great grandson for Esme. 
 
 
UNWELL/IN HOSPITAL 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Peggy Everall, Bert 
Greenway, Rosemary and Vic Jones, Robin and Jill Lough-Scott, 
Rosemary Lumley, Peter and Pam Muckersie, Anne Nichol, Jack and 
Edna Dixon & Joan Lightbown. 
 
THANK YOU 
Rosemary Jones would like to say a very big thank you for all the 
love and support she has had from friends in the church over the past 
few weeks.  All the prayers, visits and phone calls were very much 
appreciated. 
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Of Mice and Men! 

 
A minister went into his local pet shop to ask for some help. “I need 
at least 50 mice, 2000 ants and as many of these little silverfish that 
you can get” 
The pet shop owner was startled. “We can probably do that, but it 
might take some time. Mind if I ask why you are placing such an 
unusual order?” 
The minister shrugged. “It’s simple. I’ve accepted a call to another 
church and the synod told me to leave the manse the way I found it.” 
 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know in person or on 01926 313904, of any 
Pastoral Care concerns. 

 
 

Leprosy Mission 
 
I am happy to report that thanks to your support we have been able to 
send a total of £95 to this mission which the Government will double 
to £190 to help provide life changing operations to those suffering 
from the deformities of leprosy. 
 
The donkey crossword plus communion donations helped us reach 
this amount. The Donkey crossword was won by Barbara Gillard as 
she was the only one who returned it with all the correct answers AND 
all the correct spelling. 
 
Thanks again 
 
Winnie 
 

MAY 'REFORM' MAGAZINE 
 

Abbey Hill has a news item and photo in the May 'Reform' Digest supplement. 
And interesting articles in the main magazine include 'What Can We Learn From 
Brexit?', 'Safe Homes' and 'Safe Churches', 'Tell Your Church Building's Story' 
(including The Story of Wade Street Church in Lichfield) and a 'Letter from 
Ghana' among others. 
                                                                                                                                                             
Janet Turner 
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Miscellaneous observations 

One who boasts of being a self-made person relieves the Lord of a lot of 

responsibility. 

If you can’t be kind, at least have the decency to be vague. 

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun every 

year. 

Try Jesus. If you don’t like Him, the devil will always take you back. 

You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why don’t they 

make the whole plane out of that stuff? 

As long as there are exams, there will be prayer in schools. 

Go to church this Sunday – and avoid the Christmas rush. 

With school-days in mind… 

  
A little girl after her geography exam: “Please God make Copenhagen the capital 

of Japan – at least for this month.” 

Trouble 

  
The minister’s son had just received a bad report from school. Seeking to distract 

his father, he asked: “Dad, what do you think is the trouble with me? Heredity, 

environment or just plain original sin?” 

Cheers 

  
The restaurant where I took my two sons for a meal was crowded with fans 

watching a sporting event on TV. The harried waitress took our order, but more 

than half an hour passed with no sign of her return.  I was trying to keep my 

children from becoming restless when suddenly shouts of victory came from the 

bar. “Hey,” commented my 11-year-old, “it sounds as if someone just got his 

food.” 
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Book Reviews 

– a conversation on Christian parenting between a 

father and his sons 

By Howard Worsley, Monarch, £8.99 

Parenting can be the best or worst of times. It can be a 

role we love best, or one that causes us great insecurity. 

There is no formal training for parenthood. There are no 

clear benchmarks of success and yet it demands all our 

resources, skills and attention. 

This book is the merging of the author’s deep convictions of parenting with 

examples of both “When it worked” and “When it did not work”. He has 

also elicited the help of his sons to write their perspectives on how their 

experiences and memories connect (or differ from) his own.  This book will 

share stories of parenting success, but is honest about the times of failure, 

too. 

– ageing in perspective 

By Harriet and Donald Mowat, BRF, £8.99 

What has been the purpose of our lives?  As 

Christians, ageing gives us the opportunity to 

deepen and even transform our spiritual 

understanding. The Freedom of Years helps those 

who want to undertake the journey by examining the 

ageing task, the inevitable changes and the 

possibilities of joy along the way. Read this book, 

see the potential and seek to age in the light of your 

Christian faith.  Retirement may never be the same for you! 
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   More churches than pubs! 
 
The UK now has more churches than pubs, according to new data published by the 
National Churches Trust. There are around 39,000 pubs in the UK, according to 
the latest figures from the Office of National Statistics, with more than 11,000 pubs 
having closed in the UK in the last decade – a fall of almost a quarter (23%).  

 
However, there are around 40,300 church buildings in the UK open to the public 
and being used for worship, according to research carried out for the National 
Churches Trust by the Brierley Consultancy.  
 
The number of church buildings is also substantially higher than other key public 
buildings in the UK. There are currently around 14,300 supermarkets operated by 
grocery retailers, 11,500 post office branches, 7,500 bank branches and 3,600 
public libraries. 
 
An increasing number of churches in the UK are also becoming local ‘community 
hubs’, hosting children’s nurseries, senior citizen lunch clubs, concerts and 
exhibition venues.  Some even house post-offices, GP surgeries and farmer’s 
markets. Around 6,000 of the UK’s approximately 32,000 polling places are located 
in church buildings.  
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

JULY/AUGUST 2019 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 23rd JUNE 2019    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – JUNE 2019  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  2 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Gaynor Watkins 

 

Ayse McKenzie  

 

  9 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

 16 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Fred Holloway 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

 23 

 

John Nichols 

 

Martyn Todd 

 

Di Wilson 

 

 30 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Eileen John 

 

Eeileen John 

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

   2 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

John and Lorna 

Spenser 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

   9 

 

Bronwen Todd 

Fred and Anne 

Holloway 

 

John Nichols 

 

  16 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

Betty Connelly/ 

Rosemary Jones 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

  23 

 

David Connelly 

Gloria Cordery/ 

Alison Crichton 

 

Donna Curran 

 

  30 

 

Ivan Pointon 

  

Phil Inshaw 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

   2 

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

       

   9  

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

  16  

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

  23 

Eileen John/ 

Susan Derwent 

 

 

 

John McKenzie 

 

  30 

Eileen John/ 

Susan Derwent 

  

Rosemary Lawrence 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

 16 Anne Holloway 

John McKenzie 

Anne Holloway 

John McKenzie 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Pat Cowan 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

