
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



DIARY OF PRAYER – MAY 2019  
 

1
st Jo Flowers and Pete Warren

2
nd Barbara and Richard Gillard

3
rd Margaret Gillard

4
th Anne and Tony Gilmore

5
th Helen Green

6
th Bert Greenway

7
th Donna and Darren Hall and Emelia

8
th Laraine Hall

9
th Glenys Hobbins

10
th Anne and Fred Holloway

11
th Jane and Phil Inshaw

12
th Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks

13
th Eileen John and Leon

14
th George Jones

15
th Rosemary and Vic Jones

16
th Rosemary and Gerald Lawrence

17
th Joan and Janet Lightbown

18
th Jill and Robin Lough-Scott

19
th Rosemary Lumley

20
th Alice McAdam

21
st John & Ayse McKenzie, Iain, Layla and Scott

22
nd Mhari McLintock and Hugh Maccallum

23
rd Roz Morris

24
th Pam and Peter Muckersie

25
th Anne Nichol

26
th Vivien and John Nichols

27
th Margaret and Denis O'Brien

28
th Bette Pearson

29
th Alison and Ivan Pointon

30
th Cheryl and Colin Ritchie

31
st Kath Shortley   2 



 
Our Church’s Birthday 

 
At the beginning of each month I look at the calendar to see who has a 
Birthday or Anniversary. March and April are full of family birthdays but 
there are fewer in May. 
 
However there is one special birthday in May and that is the birthday of 
our Church on May 26th. 

 

This year there will be a special service and a bring-and-share lunch. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to give the Church a Birthday gift - see 
the envelope in the magazine.  
 
We do this every year, the money helps the Church to pay for various 
needs but this year as we are fund raising to modernise our Church any 
money is especially important. 
 
Next year we have a special birthday as the date originally recorded in 
the Congregational Year Book for the foundation of Abbey Hill was 
1720, making us 300 years old. There is some doubt about the exact 
date as the history shows that there were two tries at starting a separate 
church by groups breaking away from the Rosemary Hill church before 
the first chapel was built in 1829. However one early date is definite. 
 
In 1720 the will of Abraham Arlidge came into effect. This left income 
from farmland for the education of congregational children. Where there 
is money there is a committee and this consisted of the minister and 
members of the church. This committee accompanied those who started 
the church on Abbey Hill so you can see why this date was chosen.  
 
In 1970 we celebrated the 250th anniversary and the Elders though it 
would be great to celebrate the 300th anniversary of this date next year.  
 
Anyway it is this year’s birthday which we celebrate first so let’s enjoy it. 
 
Betty 
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DIARY FOR MAY 2019 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 

Other Events:  
 
5th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

Coffee/Tea in the schoolroom. 
 
 

8th Wednesday    2.00  Ladies Circle: Cream Teas at Smith’s Garden Centre, 
Baginton.                             

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 

 
12th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Tom Millington from YFC 

by coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
   7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 
 

19th Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by  
George Jones followed by Coffee/tea. 
 
 

25th Saturday      10.30 Church Coffee Morning.  
 
 
26th Sunday   11.00 Church Anniversary/Gift Day Service led by 

Ivan Pointon followed by Bring-and-Share Lunch.   
 

 
 
 

The Communion offertory for May will be donated to Cyclone Idai 
appeals. 
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Cross of Knives 
 

I felt privileged to share a bacon roll with a group of 
Methodists from the Kingstanding and Nechells areas of 
north Birmingham on Monday April 15th. They had stayed 
overnight in Kenilworth on their 114 mile walk to London to 
make a stand against knife crime. 
 

They made the cross 
themselves from 200 
knives which were handed 
in to the Church or 
confiscated by West 
Midlands Police. Other 
church groups added 
weight to the message by 
adorning the cross’s trailer 
with paper art and knitting 
"We will be calling for 

better youth work, policing, 

and a campaign to 

encourage young people 

to stop carrying knives” 

said the walk’s organiser 

Rev Andrew Brazier in 

response to 3 teenage 

deaths from knife wounds 

in Birmingham in the 

space of 12 days. The walk culminated in a service and 

protest outside Westminster Central Hall. 

Susan Derwent 
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Christian Aid Week: ‘All mums should live’ 
 
Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to become a mum. Every 
day 10 women die from giving birth. In Sawula district, the community struggle 
with a clinic which has no electricity and only two delivery beds.  
 
Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, it’s not joy that fills her 
heart, but fear. When Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata went in to labour, there were so 
few ambulances that Fatmata had no choice but to walk for three hours under 
the baking sun, to the nearest hospital. The journey was long and with every 
step Fatmata struggled to keep walking.  
 
Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She died on the side of 
the road. She never gave birth.’ 
 
This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth safe for mums and 
babies. Through our gifts and prayers, we can help give the world’s poorest 
mums a chance to live. 
 
Stand with mums 
 
This Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, there will be a service at 6.30 at St 
Francis Church, Kenilworth on 12th May. 
 
Will you be a partner for change? Every £300 raised could help provide a new 
delivery bed so more mums like Jebbeh can deliver their babies safely. 
 

We need collectors, Please see John Nichols and join us so women like 

Jebbeh can celebrate more happy birthdays. 
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Climate Change 
 
It seems that people are waking up to the crisis that is facing 
the world!!! 
 
School children across the globe have been walking out of 
classes to protest on Fridays to highlight their concern; 
Extinction Revolution has held sit-ins/ protests in 80 cities 
across the world; the governors of the Banks of England and 
France have written a joint article on the “‘enormous’ human 
and financial costs of climate change”; John McDonald 
[shadow chancellor] has said he will consult on changing the 
Bank of England’s mandate to reflect “The Climate Change 
Emergency”. 
 
We Christians as guardians of God’s world must do 
something….as a church … as individuals. All people should 
whether Christian or not……… 
 
As a Church Abbey Hill has signed up to look at becoming an 
‘Eco Church’ after George and I attended the West Midlands 
Spring Synod at which Steve Faber [The Moderator] called 
on the Synod to be the first URC Eco Synod. 
 
Various groups in the church will be looking at the 
questionnaire that needs to be filled in online. Depending on 
our answers we could qualify for a Bronze, Silver or Gold 
award.  Should we receive an award the idea is to work 
towards the next one. 
 
As individuals …. we can 

 look at our carbon footprint and make changes to our 

lives to improve it 

 shop more responsibly, avoiding plastic wrappings 
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 not buy more than we need 

 not buying foods on black plastic /polystyrene trays [not 

possible to recycle] 

 take our own containers to supermarket counters for 

meat/fish  etc. Tim the “fishman” at Kenilworth market 

is delighted if people take their own containers. 

 Buy /eat less  red meat 

 If possible look at buying organic products. 

 Use only eco cleaning and washing products they can 

work out less expensive as one uses less of them 

 Use any cleaning products sparingly. Killing all bacteria 

is not good! 

 Dispose of wet wipes in bins not toilets ….. if they must  

be used  

Did you know that a huge area of woodland is cut down 
annually just for till roll receipts. Sainsbury’s give the option 
not to have a receipt…. Hopefully others will follow their lead. 
We must act now in support of our children to ensure 
they inherit a world that is worth living in.  Doing nothing 
is not an option!! 
 
Let us know what you do… share your thoughts and ideas by 
contacting our magazine editor Martyn Todd at m.todd@ 
tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 
Anne Gilmore 
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Treasurer’s Report March 2019 
 

Offertory for March 2019 - £2,164 (2018 - £1,713). 

 

March Communion gifts for Riding for the Disabled were £51 

 

Income included Tax refund £5,718, Coffee Pot £190, Magazine 

donations £45 and Easyfundraising £116. 

 

The May communion donations are for helping with trail of 

destruction left by Cyclone Idai, which swept across Mozambique, 

Malawi and eastern parts of Zimbabwe in March. 

 
 
David Connelly 
 
 

From Donald and Haro 
 

We will be REMEMBERING ELIZABETH at an event on Saturday 
1st June at 12 noon at Church Stretton URC and then with a light 
lunch in the hall.  
 
You will all be welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Theatre Trips to the Talisman Theatre 
 
MONDAY 3rd June 2019 
‘Strangers on a Train’. Thriller (Alfred Hitchcock directed the film in 1951) 
tickets £8.00 pay by 29th April 
 
The poster for signing up for any of these plays is on the School Room 
notice board, or speak to John Nichols. 
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nilworth.foodbank.org.uk 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
MAY BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
1st May     Betty Connelly and George Jones 
2nd May    Bob Watson 
5th May     Vic Jones 
16th May   Rosemary Lawrence 
17th May   Iain McKenzie 
20th May   Bert Greenway 
21st May   Paul Duffy 
25th May   Lorna Spencer  
27th May   Vera Cooper and Molly Ives 
31st May   Gerald Lawrence and Robin Lough-Scott 
 Congratulations and a very Happy Birthday to Bert Greenway who 
celebrates his 95th birthday this month. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
15h May   Fred & Anne Holloway 
       John & Viv Nichols 
28th May   Phil & Jayne Inshaw 
 
 
UNWELL/IN HOSPITAL 
At the time of writing, Rosemary Jones is about to go in to Myton 
Hospice for a few days to get her medication “sorted out” and 
hopefully stop the constant sickness. We think of her and Peter 
Muckersie. It was good to see both Pam Muckersie and Esme 
Thorpe back in Church on Sunday. 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Jack & Edna Dixon, Peggy 
Everall, Bert Greenway, Vic Jones, Rosemary Lumley, Anne Nicholl 
& Joan Lightbown.  
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned 
by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
EXAMS 
From Easter until the summer holidays it is exam time, so we wish 
the best of luck to any of our young folk who are sitting exams be it at 
school, college or university. 
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The Guarding of The God of Life 
 

The God of Life with guarding hold you, 
The loving Christ with guarding fold you, 

The Holy Spirit, guarding, mould you, 
Each night of life to aid, enfold you, 

Each day and night of life uphold you. 
 
From Poems of the Western Highlanders. 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know in person or on 01926 313904, of any 
Pastoral Care concerns. 

 
 
 

APRIL 'REFORM' MAGAZINE 
 

There are some news items and articles of special interest in the 
April 'Reform' (the URC's magazine). 
In the 'DIGEST' section - a photo of the Revs. Carrier, Church and 
Faber at the opening of Lillington Free Church's new building and a 
report about it. Also a follow-up to the 'Living Lent' article which was 
in the March issue. 
 
In the Main Magazine - the 'Good Question' is 'How Shall We Eat?', 
there is a Letter From India, and articles and letters and adverts re. 
Climate Change and Brexit and Social Deprivation as well as MAF 
(Mission Aviation Fellowship) and Christian Aid Week. 
 
If you don't subscribe to 'Reform', please borrow (and return) the 
church copy (in the vestibule) and/or ask me for details if you might 
like to subscribe. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Janet Turner. 
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Do you know your hymns? 

Dentist’s Hymn…………Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Weatherman’s Hymn……… There Shall Be Showers of Blessings 
Contractor’s Hymn………..The Church’s One Foundation 
Tailor’s Hymn…………..Holy, Holy, Holy 
Golfer’s Hymn…………There’s a Green Hill Far Away 

Epitaphs found on headstones 

 London: 
Here lies Ann Mann 

Who lived an old maid 
But died an old Mann. 

In Hartscombe:: 
On the 22nd of June 

Jonathan Fiddle 
Went out of tune. 

In Wimbourne: 
John Penny 

Reader if cash thou art in want of any 
Dig four feet deep and thou wilt find a penny. 

In Pennsylvania: 
Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake 

Stepped on the gas 
Instead of the brake. 

In Maryland: 
Here lies an Atheist 

All dressed up, and no place to go. 
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Love me to the Moon? 

Do you know the story of little nutbrown hare? His father cared for him so much 
that the only thing big enough to describe his love was the enormous distance 
between the Earth and the Moon – and back again. It’s a wonderful story, but it 
pales into insignificance compared to the love that the Creator of the entire 
universe has for each one of us. 

When Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he said that he prayed they would be able 
“to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge”. So what sort of scale could you use 
to capture the size of a love like that? 

I have heard professional astronomers say it is impossible to keep the 
enormous scales of our universe in mind all the time and keep functioning 
normally. But every now and again it is worth trying to wrap our heads around 
these distances, and feel a sense of awe at our smallness compared to the 
vast distances of space. 

One way to connect more personally with astronomical scales is to consider 
the total amount of DNA in our bodies. This long thin chemical carries all the 
instructions needed for building and maintaining each cell – every tiny building 
block – in your body. A human cell contains two metres of DNA, coiled up very 
tightly. If it were possible to take this long thin molecule out of every cell, unroll 
it, and line up every piece end to end, how far would it reach? 

The average adult has about 3 trillion (3,000,000,000,000) DNA-containing 
cells in his or her body. Multiplied by two metres, that makes around 6 billion 
kilometres of DNA, which is immense compared to the distance to the moon. 
The sun is around 150 million kilometres from earth, so our DNA could take us 
there and back many times. Pluto (sadly no longer classified as a planet) is, on 
average, around 6 billion kilometres away from Earth, so with our string of DNA 
we could take a one-way trip to the very edge of the solar system. 

God is the Creator of the vast spaces of the universe, but when Jesus 
described how God cares for us He said that ‘even the very hairs on your head 
are numbered’. You could also say that He knows every molecule of DNA in 
your body. Jesus’ death on the cross showed that His love for each one of us is 
more unbreakable than the love of a parent for a child. So what might He say in 
today’s language – I love you to Pluto and back? 

                        16 



 
Dearly Beloved 

 
Grace and Peace to you.          
          
You who are weary, 
who have been doing this a long time, 
you who struggle to keep going, 
You are still going! 
You are amazing! 
You who don't think you can go on: 
I salute you! 
You can go on, if you slow down 
before you tire yourself too much. 
You have the energy within you— 
just find your right pace.  
You who run through pain,  
through self-doubt and crazy voices in your head, 
you are amazing. 
You who don't feel beautiful, 
who are falling behind what you hoped, 
who aren't doing your personal best, 
I salute you. 
You are going on! You are doing this! 
Even you who step away, 
whose path does not lead to other people's finish line— 
you are doing what is in you to do.  
You are amazing! I salute you.  
We are all doing our best. 
And you who cheer your neighbours on, 
who don't give up encouraging, appreciating, 
celebrating—you are amazing! 
 
Look at us do this remarkable thing! 
How can we not cheer each other on?  
 
Deep Blessings 
 
Pastor Steve 
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MARIE-CURIE WALK - FRIDAY 17TH MAY 
 

As last year George is organising a group to join in with the walk on 
the poster (left). 
 John Thomas is 
chair of the local 
Marie-Curie 
fundraising group 
which is organising 
the walk.  The 
monies are raised to 
support the Solihull 
Hospice which 
covers a wide area 
including Kenilworth. 
 
George is 
suggesting that an 
Abbey Hill group 
starts the walk at 
6.30pm, meeting at 
The Bear car park. 
The walk is suitable 
for all ages and as 
last year dogs are 
welcome. 
 
For those who wish, 
the evening can 
continue with a visit 
to the Beer Festival 
at Berkswell Church 
just a few minutes 
away from The 
Bear. 

If you are interested please have a word with George who will 
coordinate lifts etc. 
 
Many thanks,   Jane and John      

                                                                                                         18 



 
       

Did you know?………. 
 

Our church has had its name changed!!!  
 
I recently caught one of the new buses from the Kings Table to 

Albion Street and it has ‘next stop announcements’ as on the tube as 

well as lit up information screens and on approaching the bus stop 

opposite Abbey Hill URC one is informed that the next stop is 

KENILWORTH CHURCH!! 

 
Anne Gilmore 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

JUNE 2019 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 19th MAY 2019    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22 



 
 

ROTAS – MAY 2019  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  5 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

 12 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Pam Muckersie 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

 19 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

 26 

 

John Nichols 

 

Linda Duffy 

 

Viv Nichols 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

   5 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

The Currans 

 

Kath Shortley 

 

  12 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

John and Vivien 

Nichols 

 

Viv Nichols 

 

  19 

 

David Connelly 

Pat Cowan/ 

Judy Clarkson 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

  26 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Linda Duffy/ 

Eileen John 

 

David Connelly 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

   5 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Jennifer Jackson 

 

 

 

Anne Gilmore 

       

  12  

Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

 

 

 

John McKenzie 

 

  19  

Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

 

 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

  26 

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

   

   

 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

 19 Anne Gilmore 

Betty Connelly 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Anne Gilmore 

Betty Connelly 

Di Wilson 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

