
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



DIARY OF PRAYER – MARCH 2019  
 

1
st Helen Green

2
nd Bert Greenway

3
rd Donna and Darren Hall and Emelia

4
th Laraine Hall

5
th Glenys Hobbins

6
th Anne and Fred Holloway

7
th Jane and Phil Inshaw

8
th Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks

9
th Eileen John and Leon

10
th George Jones

11
th Rosemary and Vic Jones

12
th Rosemary and Gerald Lawrence

13
th Joan and Janet Lightbown

14
th Jill and Robin Lough-Scott

15
th Rosemary Lumley

16
th Alice McAdam

17
th John & Ayse McKenzie, Iain, Layla and Scott

18
th Mhari McLintock and Hugh Maccallum

19
th Roz Morris

20
th Pam and Peter Muckersie

21
st Anne Nichol

22
nd Vivien and John Nichols

23
rd Margaret and Denis O'Brien

24
th Bette Pearson

25
th Alison and Ivan Pointon

26
th Cheryl and Colin Ritchie

27
th Kath Shortley

28
th Pat & Jim Scott

29
th Mary Skidmore

30
th Lorna and John Spenser

31
st Jo Stratton, Sophie and Elspeth  
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Time for some Risk Assessment? 

 
In his recent sermon, Reverend Roger Hall listed some of the major 

decisions we make in life and some of his examples were banking, 

insurance and marriage. 

He asked us what they had in common. The answer he suggested 

was RISK. Placed in a Christian context, as Lent approaches, the 

word risk seems particularly poignant as Christ surely knew the 

inevitable outcome of his ministry. In our own lifetimes many 

Christians have taken risks of persecution and there is often 

economic uncertainty for those who commit to active ministry. 

At our most recent area meeting, Reverend Yvonne Stone reflected 

on the call of the first disciples on the shore of Lake Gennesaret. 

They had just returned from the deepest, most risky waters of the 

lake, cleaning their nets, possibly very weary after a poor catch and 

looking forward to a tasty supper, when along came Jesus. He was 

already a known personality; His works and preaching having spread 

from Nazareth. They pushed out their boat again for Him to preach 

but then, following that, He suggested they fish again. These were 

seasoned fishermen, He was a carpenter from Nazareth. Even 

accepting His charisma, would we respond so positively? We know 

they were amply rewarded, but, possibly against their own instincts, 

they took a risk. 

Reverend Stone knows well that most of us will be reluctant to push 

the boat out and go in the deep. We will not become fishers of men 

because she suggested, we will probably not take the risk of faith and 

acknowledge that we do not know more than God and trust in Him. 

Guilt is never a happy feeling is it? But she is right in my case. I shall 

continue to paddle in the warm frills of water at the edge of the lake 

where I feel safe, where trust is not required because no risks are 

being taken. 

I am happy in the knowledge that God loves me and forgives me. 

Have I got that right? 

Eileen John   
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DIARY FOR MARCH 2019 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 
Other Events:  
 
3rd Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

Bring and Share lunch in the schoolroom. 
 
6th Wednesday    7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
10th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Johnny O’Hanlon followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
   7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 

13th Wednesday    2.00 Ladies Circle: Judy Warner talking about Zoe’s Place 
and also the charity Open Hands.                               

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 
17th Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

20th Wednesday   7.15 Church AGM followed by wine and cheese. 
 
24th Sunday   11.00 Family Service led by David Tennant followed 

by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom.   
 

30th Saturday      10.30 Church Coffee Morning.  
 
31st Sunday   11.00 Mothering Sunday/Parade Service led by Junior 

Church followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
                              6.30 CTK&D United Taize Service 
 
The Communion offertory for February will be donated to Riding for the 
Disabled. 
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     Minutes of the Church Meeting on Sunday 20th January 2019 
 
Present:  36 
Apologies : Jon Atkinson, Betty Connelly, Donna Curran, Jo Flowers, Jennifer 
Jackson, Pam and Peter Mukersie, Alison and Ivan Pointon, Jo Williams 
Membership Matters: Those present had been made aware of various 
situations in the service and one more was brought to their notice. 
Minutes from Sunday 20th October.  Eileen John proposed the minutes were 
accepted and this was seconded by Winnie Tawil. 
Manager’s Report: Re: report from church managers for church meeting 20 
Jan 
Work carried out:- 
•             Replacement of failing emergency lights 
                •             Cleaning of guttering 
                •             Polishing of hall floors 
                •             Repair of church roof flashing 
                •             Burglar alarm (manse) 
                •             Asbestos survey 
David (Connelly), over the holiday fitted the door opener to the hall door and a 
grab rail for the door & step in the seminar room. He has also hoovered the 
filters in the hall heaters. 
It is good to mention at every church meeting the ongoing work of John 
{McKenzie) – ‘dare to dream’ finance, Bronwen – lettings and Winnie – fire 
safety.                                                            
 
John told the meeting that he had received, this week, £7145 tax refund [gift 
aid] from HMRC. David explained that it is illegal to wedge a fire door open. 
The door opener is fitted with a device to shut it if there is a fire. 
Bronwen informed the meeting that Miss Vicki was no longer using the 
downstairs hall on a Saturday morning and asked if the church would like to 
have it available for their use. George asked if there had been any enquiries for 
hiring the hall. Bronwen replied that a lady offering a drama club had enquired 
6 months ago.  It was felt that as Miss Vicki includes drama in the classes she 
offers it would not be appropriate to follow this up. George suggested it should 
be discussed at Elders. 
George thanked the managers for all the unseen work they do in maintaining 
the buildings. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The total for Harvest Gift was £1238 and this was given 
to Commitment to Life.  The Ale evening raised £593 and the Grand Coffee 
Morning £684.  The Nativity Exhibition raised £274. A donation was made to 
the Carriers who own the exhibition and Friends of the Holy Land. The teas 
over the week raised a magnificent £215.                                                          
Christmas Day collection for the homeless in Coventry was £232. 
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 David said Anne keeps advertising ‘Easy Fundraising’. If you shop on the 
internet through ‘Easy Fundraising’ it costs you nothing but the church gains. 
[There are 3,000 sites accessible and donations from them varies on average 
from 1% to 5%.] We have only been doing it a short while and £54 has been 
given to the church. 
Kenilworth Grange: George explained that staff at Kenilworth Grange had 
brought 3 people from the dementia unit to coffee pot on 2 occasions. They 
had also invited George/ Abbey Hill to lead a service there on the first Tuesday 
of the month. George has asked Mhari if she would like to be involved. The first 
service will be on February 5th at 2pm. Members of Abbey Hill are welcome to 
go along. George would be pleased if others would take a turn at leading the 
service. 
Development Group: George reported that the group was progressing well 
looking at the provisional plan and taking into account what the meeting had 
previously said was wanted. At the next meeting the architect Ken Holmes will 
be present. It is expected that he will be able to provide outline costings. 
Gaynor and Bronwen asked who was on the Development Group. This request 
was endorsed by the meeting. George apologised that this was not public 
knowledge and listed Ivan and Alison Pointon, Jo Williams, Alison Crichton, 
Jon Atkinson [chair] and himself as members of the group. He said if anyone 
would like to join them they were most welcome to do so. 
Kenilworth Community Day:  Anne told the meeting that information about 
this event was on the tables. We had taken part last year, promoting Coffee Pot 
and were going to do so again this year including Bumps and Babies and other 
church activities. Anne said that anyone who was happy to come along and 
promote what the church does was most welcome to do so. It will be open to 
the public from 1.30 to 4.00 pm. 
Love Kenilworth/ CTK&D:  At the recent AGM of this group it was decided to 
ask the individual churches to ask their congregations what they expected of 
the group. The Statement of Unity was produced and while some of it is dated 
it was suggested that it be put in the magazine and the next church meeting be 
asked to comment. 
Kenilworth Mayor in Waiting:  George informed the meeting that he had been 
approached by Pat Cains with regard to the possibility of holding her Civic 
Service at Abbey Hill.[ Pat and husband Gordon have attended services at 
Abbey Hill]   George also mentioned that the town council had advertised our 
‘Memories Carol Service’ on  their website. 
A.O.B   Ayse asked George about inviting families to an evening Memories 
Carol Service. George said he is very happy to provide services at any time for 
people. He suggested it was put on the worship group’s next agenda. 
Fund Raising Group: Anne said there was need for fund raising to fulfil the 
meeting’s plans on the reordering of the church. Someone is needed to co-
ordinate the fund raising activities.  Could it be you using your talents that 
George had been spoken about in his sermon today? 
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Healing Group: Vivien told the meeting that the congregation were to be 
asked ‘in what ways can the healing group serve the church?’ Slips will be 
placed in the pews. 
Plant Sale: Susan Derwent asked people to save and pot up plants that were 
being divided, for a plant sale later in the year. 
Resignation: Rosemary Lawrence is resigning as the church Safeguarding 
Officer, a replacement is sought for this very important role. She is also 
standing down as Synod Representative. Rosemary proposed that Anne 
Gilmore become the representative, seconded by Gaynor Watkins and passed 
by the meeting. 
Next Meeting:  AGM/ General ….. Wednesday 20th March at 7.15 in Church 
followed by wine/fruit punch with cheese and biscuits. Please Come 
Along. 

 
Treasurer’s Report January 2019 

 

The accounts for 2018 have been prepared and will be presented at the 
AGM in March. 
 
Offertory for January 2019 - £1842 (2018 - £1926) 
 
January Communion gifts for MAF were £73 
 
Coffee Pot donated £150. 
 
March communion donations are for the Riding for the Disabled. 
 
The Shrewley centre are saving for a hoist to help mount the severely 
disabled. 
 
David Connelly 
 

Upcoming Theatre Trips to the Talisman Theatre 
 
MONDAY 29th April 2019 
‘King Charles III’. A play about the succession of Charles to the throne, tickets 
£8.00 pay by 25th March 
 
MONDAY 3rd June 2019 
‘Strangers on a Train’. Thriller (Alfred Hitchcock directed the film in 1951) 
tickets £8.00 pay by 29th April 
 
The poster for signing up for any of these plays is on the School Room notice 
board, or speak to John Nichols. 
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5 alternative ideas this Lent that may inspire you 
 

Are you planning to give up chocolate, abstain from social media and decline all 

caffeine? You may be struggling for ideas this Lent. Here are five ideas that may 

help you experience the profound impact of this season afresh. 

1. Negative comments- You may not consider yourself a particularly negative 

person but you may be surprised by how challenging abstaining from all negative 

comments can be. It may be hard, but the effects can be overwhelmingly positive. 

You’ll become a natural encourager who is always choosing to highlight the best 

parts of a situation. 

2. 40 black sacks - If you haven’t been swept away by the KonMari anti-clutter 

movement this could be a helpful alternative. Each day take a black bin liner and fill 

it with as many unrequired items as possible. Don’t worry if you only manage one 

or two things each day, the point is to see the surplus of items in your life and 

choose to live more simply. At the end of Lent, donate the 40 bags worth of 

unwanted stuff to a local charity shop. 

3. Take up a spiritual discipline - They say it takes around 66 days to form a 

habit so Lent is the perfect time to begin establishing a new way of life. Why not 

immerse yourself in Franciscan spirituality, try an Examen, or practice Ignatian 

prayer? If you don’t have the time to learn something new, commit to a daily prayer 

walk around your local area. 

4. Acts of kindness - Life is busy and although we can have the right intentions 

we can rush past opportunities to show Christian kindness. 40Acts is a helpful 

resource to kickstart a personal mission to impact your community. When you sign 

up you’ll receive a daily email with a generosity challenge and a short Bible-based 

blog straight to your inbox. Depending on what the day holds, you can pick from 

one of three challenge levels. Their website also has resources for small groups, 

youth groups and schools. 

5. Donate to your local foodbank - Take a box and put it somewhere handy in 

your home. Each day of Lent place one item to donate to your local foodbank.  

 

 
9 

 

https://konmari.com/
https://konmari.com/
https://40acts.org.uk/


NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
March 1st Ayse McKenzie 
 3rd Di Wilson 
 4th Judy Clarkson 
  6th Elspeth Stratton (15) 
  9th Andy Cooper 
 13th Martyn Todd 
 14th Bronwen Todd 
 15th Martha Curran (16) 
 17th Vivien Nichols  
 18th Jane Woods-Scawen 
 20th Dorothy Barker  

20th Larraine Hall  
Best wishes to Judy and Jane who both celebrate a birthday 
ending in an “0” 
   
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES. 
Happy Wedding Anniversary wishes to:-  
 March 9th Heather & John Barton 
  16th Jo & John Williams 
 20th Larraine & Barrie Hall 
 30th Michael & Donna Curran & Pauline & Rod Smith 
 
THINKING OF 
Many of our friends have been suffering from colds and 
sneezes. We wish them all well and it is so good to be able to 
say that Peter Muckersie is quite a bit better and is safely 
ensconced at home again with Pam. 
We continue to pray for Rosemary & Vic Jones, Dorothy Barker, 
Jack & Edna Dixon, Peggy Everall, Bert Greenway, Joan 
Lightbown, Rosemary Lumley, and Anne Nicholl. 
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An Old Irish Blessing 

 
May the road rise up to meet you 

May the wind always be at your back 
May the sun shine warm in your face, 

And rains fall soft upon your fields. 
Until we meet again, 

May god hold you in the palm of your hand. 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 
 

 
A message of thanks 

 
We would like to thank all those who prayed for us throughout a scary time. 
 
Pam was so grateful for all the lifts she received and the friendship and 
concern of people. 
 
We will be back soon! 
 
Pam and Peter Muckersie 
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Date for your diary 
 

Enjoy an evening of fun for all the family with a German style 
Oompah Band 

Saturday 15th June 2019 at 6pm 
Abbey Hill URC 

Further details to follow!! 
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Sign in church 
The new curate had put some signs around the church.  They read:   
Keep your eyes on me preaching! Stop reading these signs! 
 
Query 
If you can quote lines out of the Bible, are you well-versed in it? 
 
Grannie 
After church, the mother asked her young son if he had enjoyed Sunday 
School.  “Oh yes,” he replied.  “My new teacher is pretty cool – she is Jesus’ 
grand-mother.” 
Startled, his mother asked what made him think that. “Obvious, she never 
stops talking about Jesus," he replied. 
 
Adam & Eve 
At Sunday School the children were learning how God created everything, 
including human beings.  Little Josh was especially intent when the 
teacher told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs.   Later in 
the week his mother noticed him lying down and looking scared.   “Josh, 
what is the matter?”   
 
Josh whispered “I have pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife." 
 
Mix-up 
What do you get when you cross an atheist with a Jehovah’s Witness? 
Someone who knocks at your door for no apparent reason. 
 
Happy 
Never miss an opportunity to make others happy, even if you have to leave 
them alone in order to do it. 
 
Science 
Protons have mass? I didn't even know they were Catholic. 
 
 

       13 



 

Habitat for Humanity 
 
If you have heard of them you will know that most of the time they are 
enabling people worldwide to build safe reliable homes with the help of 
volunteers. 
 
It is a wonderful scheme of self building for vulnerable poor people who in 
turn help others to build their homes. All kinds of people who support the 
charity volunteer to go and work alongside them to achieve their aim. In this 
country they also help to improve poor homes.  
 
But they also have a Disaster Risk Reduction and Response team which 
responds to earthquakes, hurricanes, wars and conflicts. Jake Zaria 
manages the emergency housing programmes after disasters. He works 
with colleagues to plan emergency shelters. He says, “initially we often 
distribute disaster relief kits containing items such as tarpaulins, tools, and 
torches so families can make basic repairs to their homes … and form 
longer term plans so we can help as many people as possible and do what 
we do best- build.’  
 
They helped in Indonesia when the massive earthquake and the tsunami 
struck the island of Sulawesi in the Autumn followed by 150 powerful 
aftershocks. Here are some statistics : 2000 lives lost, 70,000 homes 
damaged or destroyed, more than 1,000 schools damaged, 33% of those 
made homeless are children, 28 million people live below the poverty line in 
Indonesia. 
 
Jake says’ in Indonesia we began by providing tents, bedding and 
emergency shelter kits….. and to give survivors some dignity we’ve also 
been distributing sanitation packs and female hygiene kits-we’re currently 
working on building hundreds of toilet units to help prevent disease 
outbreaks. In the Dongala and Sigi districts, our rubble removal equipment 
is targeting some of 5e worst affected areas. ...this is vital in helping us 
clear debris so communities can start rebuilding.  

 
We are now providing transitional shelters to some of the most vulnerable 
families….whilst we work on building more permanent homes.’ The 
materials in the shelters timber and panels can be reused when families 
move to a permanent home. They are looking at long term plans there, 
constructing disaster resilient homes, and training people to prepare and 
manage any subsequent disasters. 
 
Con’t…… 
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We were particularly interested in their work in Indonesia as our son Chris 
and family worked out there for six years.  
 
We like the idea of the way Habitat works, by self-build programmes that 
preserve the dignity of the people concerned and the way they help build 
community by encouraging them to help each other. Also the design of the 
small homes which can be enlarged later when the family have earned 
enough to do so. 
 
We have been supporting them for many years. If you wish to know more 
about the charity, please look at their web pages. They have also been 
chosen as a BBC Radio 4 appeal which will be broadcast on Sunday 21 
April at 7.55am and 9.25pm and again Thursday 25 April at 3.25pm. 
 
You can watch an advert for their work in Lebanon by visiting 
habitatforhumanity.org.uk/Amiga.  
 
 
Jo and John Williams  
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

APRIL 2019 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 24th MARCH 2019    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – MARCH 2019  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 
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John Nichols 

 

Esme Thorpe 

 

Barbara Gillard 
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Pat Cowan 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

 17 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Janet Turner 

 

Heather Barton 

 

 24 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Bert Greenway 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

 31 

 

John Nichols 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 
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Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

John and Vivien 

 Nichols 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 
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David Connelly 

Pat Cowan/ 

Judy Clarkson 

 

Winnie Tawil 

 

  17 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Lina Duffy/ 

Eileen John 

 

Chris Ives 

 

  24 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

John and Lorna 

Spenser 

 

Alison Crichton 

 

  31 

 

Bronwen Todd 

Fred and Anne 

Holloway 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

   3 

Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

 

 

 

Betty Connelly 
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Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

 

 

 

John McKenzie 

 

  17  

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

  24 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 

 

Eileen John 

 

  31 

Linda Duffy/ 

Alison Pointon 

  

Anne Gilmore 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

 17 Anne Gilmore 

Betty Connelly 

Anne Gilmore 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Eileen John 

Betty Connelly 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

