
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



DIARY OF PRAYER – FEBRUARY 2019  
 
 
1st  Bob Watson 

2nd  Jo and John Williams 

3rd Lesley Williams 

4th  Di Wilson 

5th  Jane Woods-Scawen 

6th  Jon Atkinson 

7th  Ann Banning 

8th  Dorothy Barker 

9th  Heather and John Heather Barton 

10th Louise Barton and Emileigh Warren 

11th  Jane Bryan, Martha and Seth 

12th  Judy Clarkson and Sam 

13th  Betty and David Connelly 

14th  Vera and Andy Cooper 

15th  Gloria Cordery 

16th  Pat and Ian Cowan 

17th  Alison and Robert Crichton 

18th  Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha 

19th  Susan Derwent and Henry Bentley 

20th  Edna and Jack Dixon 

21st  Mavis Duckworth 

22nd Linda and Paul Duffy 

23rd Judith and Terry Eaton 

24th  Peggy Everall 

25th  Jo Flowers and Pete Warren 

26th  Barbara and Richard Gillard 

27th  Margaret Gillard 

28th  Anne and Tony Gilmore 
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The gift of time and smiles… 

 

Last November we bought our customary calendar for the New Year as 

dates were piling up at the back of the current one. We were in W H 

Smith in Stratford and, although there were plenty of Shakespeare, 

Cotswolds and Stratford calendars (the pretty sort) I couldn't find 

the Week to a View ones, you know, the sort with plenty of space to 

write birthdays and appointments. I ended up having to ask an 

assistant, and heard myself say 'Where are the boring calendars for 

next year?'  

 

Immediately I hoped that the year ahead would be anything but boring!  

Time is a gift to be used wisely. Wasted time is gone for ever, but time 

spent well enriches life. I felt I should probably go and wash my mouth 

out! 

 

Already, the pages for 2019 are filling up with meetings, duties, outings 

and appointments. Thankfully, anything but boring. How will we in Abbey 

Hill fill the year ahead? There are plans to be made, meetings to be 

arranged, funds to be raised, lunches and evenings to organise, and 

opportunities to invite Kenilworth to spend time with us here.  

 

The greatest gift we can give someone is our time because when we 

give time, we're giving a portion of our life that we'll never get back. 

New Year's Resolutions may be long forgotten but there's always time 

to start again. 'Every minute you help someone, you are creating two 

minutes of love and happiness.' This put me in mind of a little 

anonymous poem: 
A Smile 

 

A smile is such a lovely thing. It brightens up your face. 

And when it's gone, it's hard to find its secret hiding place. 

Yet, still more wonderful it is to know what smiles can do: 

You smile at me. I smile at you. And then one smile makes two. 
 

May 2019 enable us to be generous with our time and smiles! 
 

Anne Holloway        3 



 
DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2019 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 
 
Other Events:  
 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
6th Wednesday    7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
10th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by Roger Hall followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
  7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 
 

13th Wednesday    2.00 Ladies Circle: Kath and Rosemary will give a talk 
on their visit to Prague with their Choir.                               

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 

16th Saturday       TBA Fish & Chip supper. 
 
 
17th Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

22nd Friday           7.00 “Pint-together” – Green Man Pub 
 
 
24th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Jane Woods-Scawen followed 

by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
    

 
The Communion offertory for February will be donated to the Waverley Day 
Centre. 
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Dear Friend of Abbey Hill 
 

Thank you for giving 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission of Abbey Hill Church. 
 
We always appreciate help in fundraising, one off gifts and contributions to 
specific projects. If you would like to help in this way please see the minister 
or David Connelly (the Treasurer) or me as the Dare to Dream Building 
Fund Treasurer. 
 
If you are new to the Abbey Hill you may be unaware, we have two funds, 
one for general costs of the Church (weekly plate and coloured ‘weekly 
offering envelopes) and a separate buildings fund for improvements to the 
buildings (beige ‘Dare to Dream’ envelopes). If you do not already would 
you consider contributing to the Dare to Dream Building Fund? 

 
Giving by Standing Order 

A donation by standing order saves you looking for the money to put in the 
envelope each week. You can still put your envelopes in the plate each 
week, open and empty so that your donation is recognised. 
 
If you would like to make your donations to church funds by standing order 
will you please set up standing orders as follows 
 
Weekly Donations     
Lloyds Bank Sort Code 30-90-09 Account number 47396468 
David Connelly                                                                  
 
Dare to Dream Building Fund –  
Coventry Building Society Sort Code 40-63-01 Account 840011954 
John McKenzie 
Please see me if you would like to ask any questions on making standing 
orders in this way.   

 
Gift Aid 

Many of you have already signed a Gift Aid Declaration and this helps us 
increase the value of your contribution by 25%. Last year the church 
received a refund of £7147 from HMRC thanks to those of you that have 
signed a Gift Aid form. If you are a taxpayer and you would like to Gift Aid 
your giving please ask John McKenzie for a form. 01926 779810 

 

John McKenzie 

Dare to Dream Building Fund Treasurer and Gift Aid Secretary. 
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Church Redevelopment 
 

The Development Group are making good progress with regard to 
the plans for the church building. 
 
To bring the plans to fruition a large amount of money will be 
required. 
 
To this end a group of enthusiastic people are needed to co-ordinate 
/organise fund raising. 
 
Please let George, Anne G, or one of the Elders know if you would 
be willing to help with this very important and fun task. 

  

Bumps and Babies 
 

This thriving group which meets in the downstairs Hall on 
Wednesday mornings 10.00 – 11.30 have very much appreciated the 
support received from the church over the past year. 
 
They really welcome the help on a Wednesday morning from 10.00 – 
11.00 when hot drinks are made for the caring adults who 
accompany the children. 
 
There are a number of helpers but more would be great.  If you can 
spare an hour regularly (monthly, fortnightly) or just occasionally 
please sign up on the sheet on the kitchen door. Those who help say 
it’s very enjoyable. 
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Treasurer’s Report December 2018 

 

Offertory for December £2231 
December Communion gifts for Friends of the Holy Land were £26 
Coffee Pot donated £90 
The Nativity Exhibition raised £275 collection plus £215 from teas. £170 was 
given to charities. 
The Christmas day collection for the homeless in Coventry and Leamington 
was £232 
The Ale Bash raised £593 
February communion donations are for Waverley Day Centre 
 
David Connelly 
 

Upcoming Theatre Trips to the Talisman Theatre 
 
THURSDAY 21st March 2019 
‘Deckchairs’ a collection of one act plays, tickets £9.50 pay by 25th February 
 
MONDAY 29th April 2019 
‘King Charles III’. A play about the succession of Charles to the throne, tickets 
£8.00 pay by 25th March 
 
MONDAY 3rd June 2019 
‘Strangers on a Train’. Thriller (Alfred Hitchcock directed the film in 1951) 
tickets £8.00 pay by 29th April 
 
The poster for signing up for any of these plays is on the School Room notice 
board, or speak to John Nichols. 
 

CRAFT GROUP and OPEN HANDS 
 
Before Christmas the Craft Group was able to send enough knitted hats, gloves 
scarves and jumpers to Romania to fill a small/medium sized suitcase. 
 
The charity Open Hands will distribute these to the most needy children there. 
Anyone wanting to hear more about this charity should come to next month's 
Ladies Circle to hear Judy Warner. 
 
The group would welcome any double knitting wool or money to purchase the 
same. 
 
Thanks 
 
Winnie   
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Ladies Circle – a big thank you! 
 

The Ladies Circle has kindly donated their funds of £287.74 to the 
new Dare to Dream project. I would like to thank everyone involved 
for their contribution. 
 
John McKenzie, Dare to Dream Treasurer. 
 

 
Church Organ Sleepers – Free to a good home! - Update 

 
Some of the retired church organ wooden sleepers have been put to 
good use in our son Iain’s new house at 15 Cherry Orchard as you 
can see from the attached. 
 
 

 
 

 
John McKenzie 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:- 
 
February 3rd   Pat Cowan  
February 6th   Margaret Gillard 
February 7th   Jane Inshaw  
February 12th   John Atkinson & Susan Derwent 
February 17th   Gaynor Watkins & Alice Macadam  
February 23rd    Helen Green 
 
Alice Todd will be 20 on 7th February and Lottie Todd will be 4 on 
February 25th. 
 
Many congratulations to Becky Crichton who celebrated her 21st 
birthday on January 31st 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Happy Anniversary to Alice and Peter Macadam on the 10th of 
February. 
 
UNWELL/HOSPITAL 
 
It is the time of year when many of our members are a bit under the 
weather but we are thinking in particular of Joe Williams and Peter 
Muckersie. 
 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Peggy Everall, Bert 
Greenway, Rosemary and Vic Jones, Rosemary Lumley, Jack Dixon, 
Joan Lightbown and Anne Nichol.  
 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned 
by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
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CURIOSITY 
 
A teacher was finishing her lesson on the joys of discovery and the 
importance of curiosity. 
“After all”, she declared “Where would we be today if no one had ever 
been curious?” 
One child quietly spoke up from the back of the room. “In the Garden 
of Eden?” 
 
HANDS 
 
A teacher saw a pupil entering the classroom with very dirty hands. 
She stopped him and said "John, please wash your hands. My 
goodness, what would you say if I came into the room with hands like 
that?” 
Smiling, the boy replied “I think I would be too polite to mention it”. 
  
 
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 

 
Prayer Circle 

 
Did you know we have a dedicated number of ‘prayers’ who, in addition to 
their personal prayers, are praying for anyone of our number in special 
need? 
 
This may include personal illness, someone they know, or many other 
different reasons.  Prayers can be given or requested to George or one of 
the Elders who will ensure they are circulated and acted upon.  You could 
also write a request and place it in one of the Prayer Boxes.  You will find 
one on the bookcase in the Schoolroom and the other in the Vestibule area 
of the church. 
 
Also, if you would like to join this important group, new ‘prayers’ are very 
welcome.  Communication is usually by email, although we do talk to each 
other!  If you are interested, again talk to George or one of the Elders. 
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Some miscellaneous observations on modern life... 
 
A cabbie is a fare-minded person.  

A closed mouth gathers no foot.  

A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail. 

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.   

A job at the nursery can lead to a budding career.  

A man said his credit card was stolen but he decided not to report it 

because the thief was spending less than his wife did.  

A will is a dead giveaway.  

According to my calculations, the problem doesn't exist. 

Age doesn't always bring wisdom. Sometimes age comes alone.  
 
 
New job 
 
So your new job gives you lots of freedom? 

Absolutely.  I get here any time I want before 8am, and leave just when I 

please after 5pm. 

 

Wishful 
 
First friend:  Your problem is that you are always wishing for what you 

haven’t got. 

Second friend:  Well, what else can one wish for? 
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Walking tall 
 

A young disabled girl receives a second chance. 
 
In 2012 a six-month-old baby, Imanya, was left in her thatched clay home 
while her mother went out to run some errands. 
 
Waking in distress she crawled in search of her mum, and stumbled into the 
cooking fire.  Her feet were burnt so badly that they could not be saved. 
In South Sudan a girl is worth a lot because a large number of cows could 
be paid to her family as a dowry, but without feet she would be considered 
worthless and was kept inside and beaten. 
 
Three years ago an NGO worker, Joseph, heard her being punished and 
told she was worthless. Profoundly moved he intervened and encouraged 
the family to accept their daughter as a child created in God’s image. He 
eventually took Imanya to stay at his home which enabled her to attend 
Airport View Primary School in Torit.  This school is run by Africa Inland 
Church which has a vision to transform surrounding communities through 
education and the Word of God.  Among the pupils are orphans, children 
with disabilities and girls with little chance of education. 
 
Joseph applied to a Red Cross project which provides prosthetic limbs for 
children. Finally in May 2018 they flew with MAF to Juba where she 
received brand new feet. 
 
Now six years old, she is able to walk around using crutches.  Joseph 
bought her a tricycle in Juba so that she could be pushed to school but she 
soon decided to refuse the tricycle and is now walking 500 meters to 
school. 
 
Thanks to Joseph, MAF and Airport View School, and other Christian based 
charities, Imanya has been given a new life, new feet and the chance of a 
brighter future.  
 
This shows the importance of supporting various charities which give such 
worthwhile help to so many disadvantaged of God’s people in this world. 
 
 
Winnie 
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MILTON MOUNT FOUNDATION 
(Registered Charity No. 306981) 

 
Secondary Education 
The Milton Mount Foundation offers bursaries to assist with the cost of secondary 
school fees to the children of Congregational and URC ministers, and also to the 
daughters of members of these churches. 
Subject to the availability of sufficient funds, it may also be possible to provide 
grants to assist with the cost of school uniform and educational trips for ministers’ 
children at both state and fee-paying schools. 
 
Higher Education 
Bursaries of £1,000 for each year of a degree course are available to daughters of 
Congregational and URC ministers starting their first degree in autumn 2019. 
Subject to sufficient funds being available, similar grants may also be available for 
sons of ministers. 
 
For further information and application forms, please contact the Secretary, Mrs 
Rosie Hopkins, at miltonmountfoundation@gmail.com or on 01252 715087.  
 
The closing date for all applications for the 2019-20 academic year is 10 May 2019. 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

MARCH 2019 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2019    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2019  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  3 

 

John Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

 10 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Di Wilson 

 

 17 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Anne Nichol 

 

Ayse McKenzie 

 

 24 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Larraine Hall 

 

Alice McAdam 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

   3 

 

David Connelly 

Gloria Cordery/ 

Alison Crichton 

 

John Nichols 
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Ivan Pointon 

 

The Currans 

 

Donna Curran 

 

  17 

 

Bronwen Todd 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

  24 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Phil Inshaw/ 

Jon Atkinson 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

 

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

   3 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 

 

Anne Gilmore 

       

  10  

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

  17  

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

 

 

Kath Shortley 

 

  24 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 

   

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

17 Kath Shortley 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Kath Shortley 

Rosemary Lawrence 

John McKenzie 

Betty Connelly 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

