
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
DIARY OF PRAYER – JUNE 2018  

 
 
1st     Jennie and Paul Blake, Harry and Molly 
2nd   Jayne Bryan, Martha and Seth 
3rd   Judy Clarkson and Sam 
4th   Dr Andy and Chris Cole, Alex, Peter and Michael 
5th   Betty and David Connelly 
6th   Vera and Andy Cooper 
7th   Gloria Cordery 
8th   Pat and Ian Cowan 
9th   Alison and Robert Crichton and Becky 
10th   Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha 
11th   Susan Derwent and grandson Henry 
12th   Edna and Jack Dixon 
13th   Mavis Duckworth 
14th   Judith and Terry Eaton, Rachael and Eleanor 
15th   Peggy Everall 
16th   Caroline and Matt Flint, Ethan and Emily 
17th  Barbara and Richard Gillard, Rachel, Hannah and 

Robert 
18th   Anne and Tony Gilmore 
19th   Helen Green, Annabel Green and Stephanie Miller 
20th   Bert Greenway 
21st   Donna and Darren Hall, Emelia 
22nd  Laraine Hall 
23rd   Madeline Hamper 
24th   Glenys Hobbins 
25th   Anne and Fred Holloway 
26th   Jane and Phil Inshaw, Ashley 
27th   Chris and Molly Ives 
28th   Mick and Jack Ives 
29th   Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks 
30th   Eileen John 
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PENTECOST 

The third element of the Trinity, when God, following the ascension of 

Christ, gave to the world, the Holy Spirit. This sentence poses for most of 

us more questions than answers. Words which are really concepts in 

themselves can so easily give us mental indigestion. After all, libraries have 

been filled with writings about words like trinity, ascension, god, holy and 

spirit. There are so many questions and no simple answers. Do you ever 

think sometimes, ‘I think I’ll stick to a hobby - like gardening’, because it is 

so much easier? Even then, the more deeply we involve ourselves, the 

more complex the challenges even of hobbies become. 

Thankfully, Christ simplified the message, the Word, (God) for us. In our 

daily lives He gave us one concept for our focus: love. Then according to 

the earliest writings we have, Christ spent around three years explaining to 

those closest to him, what this means. From what is written, you will have 

formed your own conclusions about what was said, not just to his own 

countrymen but to Romans in an outpost of their empire. 

Are your conclusions similar to mine? Inclusion seems a key word. Again, it 

is a concept word, but it certainly means no one is left out. How then do we 

include difference, whether it is cultural or relating to personal matters like 

homosexuality or some sort of disability or even criminality? How can we 

change or even enlighten ourselves and overcome rigidly held opinions, 

often held for many years? This is part of what the disciples of Christ were 

being asked to do. What does this mean for us? How do we bring about 

personal change? The way taken by some of us is to look upon each day 

as a new beginning, a new opportunity to increase sensitivity to whoever 

and whatever comes our way and to at least modify opinions. 

In acknowledging Christ’s message that a spiritual force of great magnitude 

would be sent to his followers, we are led to make sense of Christ’s coming 

and of God’s love for us. Pentecost rounds the circle and places Christ’s 

spiritual energy in our hands. So, it is for us to show in our daily lives, any 

way we are able, with the power and energy of the Holy Spirit, what love 

really means. 

Eileen John 
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DIARY FOR JUNE 2018 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 
Other Events:  
 
 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

6th Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 

10th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Ian Carnell. 
             Followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
   7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 

13th Wednesday    2.00  Ladies Circle: Mrs Avril Newey will talk about 
“Warwickshire Roots – a story fashioned with words, music 

                                       and memories”. 
    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 

 
17th Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
24th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by The Hawkins family, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom.  
 
 
 
 

The Communion offertory for June will be donated to Crohn's and Colitis UK for 
research. 
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Abbey Hill 1968 to 1970 –Recollections by David Connelly 

 
We enjoyed the celebration of 50 years as a member of Abbey Hill. I 
mentioned some facts about what it was like during that 50 years and 
someone suggested that I wrote about it in the magazine. I will cover my 
time here in a few articles but remember they rely on my memory so not 
everything may be accurate. If you wish to correct anything or add to my 
recollections please let me know or write a piece for the magazine. 
 
When we came to Abbey Hill Congregational Church, as it was then, in 
1968 the church had suddenly increased in numbers. During the 50’s 
and early 60’s a small gallant band of members had kept the church 
going with much support from Warwick Road Church. Then a great deal 
of house building occurred in Kenilworth with many young families 
moving in. 
  
Some of these came to Abbey Hill and because of that a young newly 
trained minister, John East, was appointed in 1967. A new manse was 
bought for him – a semi in Queens Road, cost £4,100. (Church 
mortgage £2500). Being young and enthusiastic, he and his wife, Ann, 
attracted more worshippers, many of whom became members.  
 
The church was a little different from now. There was a very small lobby 
at the entrance. The worship area had the present pulpit mounted on a 3 
foot high structure in the centre-back of the platform. There were steps 
to enable preachers to climb into the pulpit. There was no speaker 
system so preachers and readers had to speak up! There were rails in 
front of the worship platform. The newly installed heating was by electric 
radiant heaters fixed above head high on the church walls so that your 
head roasted while your feet froze. Outside there were walled gardens 
either side of a central path and steps.  The schoolrooms were roughly 
as now without the entrance porch. There were just two external, very 
cold, toilets. 
 
There were a few families with long links to the church. Hilda Tyler was 
the best known being secretary and many other things connected with 
the running of the church. The Knight family lived on in Springhill Farm 
on Rouncil Lane just on the boundary of Kenilworth. We used to hold 
our Summer Fayre and bonfire night party on the farm. 
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Fred lived at the farm. When we knew him he was blind. He liked to 
stand at the door greeting people as they came to church. Once you 
said ‘hello’ he knew who you were and greeted you by name. He 
seemed to know the whole congregation. A wonderful chap. 
 
There were lots of young children so junior church and the crèche were 
very busy. There was a choir who sat in the organ loft on Sundays. 
There was occasional friction between the minister and a few of the old-
timers who, having kept the church going through many difficult years, 
felt they were being pushed out but on the whole it was a happy time 
with many new activities taking place. 
  
The Junior Church had over 50 children and a youth club was formed for 
the 13 to 18’s.  
 
 The church needed decorating but money was scarce. Walpamur 
suggested a suitable scheme if we used their paints. We had the red 
ceiling painted by professionals and did the walls ourselves. Quite an 
effort but many of us were young then! 
 
The cross on the communion table was made in 1969 from a piece of 
oak from the covering on the water pump at Springhill Farm at a cost of 
£2-4-0. (i.e. two pounds four shillings!) 
 
In April 1970 the 250th Anniversary celebrations took place over a week. 
George Hurst wrote a history of the church (now on the website) 
Junior Church presented An Historic Pageant, written & produced by 
David Connelly and Peter Muckersie  
 
Abbey Hill Congregational Church Choir presented the Sacred Cantata 
from Manger to Cross by John S. Witty 
 
A Life of John Milton was performed by the Warwick Road Players. 
It was all a great success.  
 
In July 1970 John East received a call to Broadstone, Dorset and much 
to the regret of all the young families left in September. 
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Treasurer’s  Report  May 2018 

 
Offertory for April   £2026 (2017- £1913) 
 
April Communion gifts for Cancer Research £54 
 
Communion offertory for June will be donated to Crohn's and Colitis UK for 
research. 
 
£16 was received for magazine subscriptions, Coffee Pot donated £200. 
 
Helen Watt left a bequest of £1000 to Abbey Hill which her daughter Anne has sent 
to us commenting that Abbey Hill meant a lot to her mother. 
 
David Connelly 

 
 

Riding a Bike 
 
They say you never forget how to ride a bike….but for girls in Egypt there’s 
rarely a chance to learn in the first place. 
 
The inside of a typical rural Egyptian home is dark and sparse, and the mud 
bricks and dirt floors form an unchanging backdrop to many young women’s 
lives. 
Restricted by certain traditional social attitudes, they have little opportunity to 
go far from the house, especially on their own. Something as liberating as 
riding a bike is unthinkable. 
 
At Anafora Retreat Centre, run by the Coptic Orthodox Diocese there are a few 
old bicycles standing against a wall. 
 
Embrace is supporting its Soteria project – named after the Greek word for 
safety and deliverance- which supports girls and young women who have 
experienced trauma.  They are giving them skills and confidence to champion 
gender equality in their communities. 
 
Nabilia, who has suffered abuse in the past, smiles as she freewheels through 
the sunshine on a bicycle round the peaceful sand tracks.  There is no one to 
tell her off, no one to claim that she is acting shamefully, or that she should get 
back within the confines of four walls. 
“The pain is all inside,” she says, “but when I ride the bike it all comes to the 
surface and I feel free.” 
 
Winnie 
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CHURCH CALENDAR JUNE 2018 

 

 

Friday 1 Sunday 17 

Saturday 2 Monday 18 

Sunday  3 Tuesday  19  

Monday  4      Schools Back Wednesday 20 

Tuesday  5  Thursday  21  Coffee Pot 9.30-

12.00             

Wednesday  6   Elders 7.15 Friday 22 

Thursday 7   Coffee Pot 9.30-

12.00             

Saturday  23 

Friday 8 Sunday  24                                                                                    

Concert of poems and music 

4.30 

Saturday  9  Kenilworth Show 10 

-4                                        Lions 

Show on   Abbey Fields  from 

12.30 

Monday  25 

Sunday 10  Two Castles 10K run                                                          

Service at Tannery Court 7pm 

Tuesday  26 

Monday 11 Wednesday  27 

Tuesday  12  Thursday  28  Coffee Pot 9.30-

12.00             

Wednesday  13    Ladies Circle 

2pm                                       

Managers  7.15 

Friday 29 

Thursday  14    Coffee Pot 9.30-

12.00                                                         

FIFA  World Cup commences till 

15th July 

Saturday  30   Kenilworth 

Carnival 

Friday 15  

Saturday  16  
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
Among those celebrating a birthday in June are 
8th June Alison Pointon 
13th June Ivan Pointon 
20th June Esme Thorpe & Donna Curran 
22nd June Michael Curran 
25th June Ann Holloway 
28th June David Connelly 
A very Happy Birthday to Molly Ives who celebrates her 18th birthday 
in June. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Happy Wedding Anniversary wishes go to  
 
7th Matt & Caroline Flint 
11th Colin & Cheryl Ritchie, Annabel & Dally Matharu & Vera & Andy 
Cooper. 
 
 
UNWELL/IN HOSPITAL 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with a few of our members who are a 
bit under the weather at the moment –Rosemary Jones, Esme 
Thorpe, Dave Wilson and Sophie Stratton, who is home again after 
quite a long spell in hospital. We think especially of Bronwen Todd 
whose father Gerald is very poorly indeed. 
 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Peggy Everall, Bert 
Greenway, Vic Jones, Rosemary Lumley, Grace Mitchell, Anne 
Nichol, Jack Dixon & Joan Lightbown. 
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We never seem to have enough time, Lord. 
Where does it all go? 
How can such a precious commodity slip so swiftly through our 
fingers? 
Help us Lord to still our footsteps, 
Take time to consider what is important. 
Before we finish speaking another child will die as a direct result of 
poverty. 
Help us to put the chaos of our lives into perspective, 
Help us to find the time to be still and seek your will, 
Help us to stand beside those who leak blood sweat and tears 
As time pours out of them like an ocean. 
For time is precious and should be used wisely. 

From a poem by C Mead in Commitment for life Prayer 
Partners. 

 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know in person or on 01926 313904, of any 
Pastoral Care concerns. 
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Be with you 
The vicar at a local church experienced some technical problems with the 
sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual with 
‘The Lord be with you’, he said: ‘There’s something wrong with this 
microphone.’ 
Not hearing this, the congregation responded: ‘And also with you.’ 

 
With June weddings in mind… 
Marriages are made in heaven. (Alfred Tennyson) 
 
Judge: ‘Have you ever been cross examined before?’    
Accused: ‘Yes, your honour, I am a married man.’ 
 
At her wedding the bride tripped and fell into the arms of the vicar.  ‘That’s 
the first time I’ve held a fallen woman,’ he quipped.  To which she retorted: 
‘It’s the first time I’ve been picked up by a vicar!’ 

 
Children’s attempts to describe married relationships: 
Christians can have only one wife.  This is called monotony. 
The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple. 
Holy acrimony is another name for marriage. 
Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day…but a ball of fire by night. 
 

The Hush 
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together 
in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had 
had enough.  ‘You're not supposed to talk out loud in church,’ she said. 
‘Why? Who's going to stop me?’  Joel asked. 
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, ‘See those two men 
standing by the door? They're hushers.’ 

First pancake 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5 and Ryan 3.  The 
boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake.  Their mother 
saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. She said:  ‘If Jesus were sitting 
here, He would say, “Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.”’ 
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, ‘Ryan, you be Jesus!’ 
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Barnabas – Paul’s first missionary companion 

Are you going to Cyprus on holiday this year?  If so, spare a thought 
for the Cypriot who played such a key role in the New Testament. 

He was Joseph, a Jewish Cypriot and a Levite, who is first mentioned 
in Acts 4:36, when the early church was sharing a communal 
lifestyle.  Joseph sold a field and gave the money to the apostles.  
His support so touched them that they gave him the nickname of 
Barnabas, ‘Son of Encouragement’. 

Barnabas has two great claims to fame.  Firstly, it was Barnabas who 
made the journey to go and fetch the converted Paul out of Tarsus, 
and persuade him to go with him to Antioch, where there were many 
new believers with no one to help them.  For a year the two men 
ministered there, establishing a church. It was here that the believers 
were first called Christians.   

It was also in Antioch (Acts 13) that the Holy Spirit led the church to 
‘set aside’ Barnabas and Paul, and send them out on the church’s 
first ever ‘missionary journey’.  The Bible tells us that they went to 
Cyprus, and travelled throughout the island.  It was at Lystra that the 
locals mistook Barnabas for Zeus and Paul for Hermes, much to their 
dismay. 

Much later, back in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul decided to part 
company.  While Paul travelled on to Syria, Barnabas did what he 
could do best: return to Cyprus and continue to evangelise it.  So if 
you go to Cyprus and see churches, remember that Christianity on 
that beautiful island goes right back to Acts 13, when Barnabas and 
Paul first arrived. 

In England there are 13 ancient church dedications and not a few 
modern ones.  Barnabas the generous, the encourager, the apostle 
who loved his own people – no wonder he should be remembered 
with love. 
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Can You Help? 

 
There is an urgent need for more people to join the transport rota.                                        
This involves collecting and retuning members of the congregation from 
and to their homes. 
The more names on the rota the less often each volunteer needs to be 
called on. 
If you would be willing to take a turn, please let Anne Gilmore know, as 
soon as possible. 
 
 

NEEDED 
 

A person to take over the “Management of Church Lettings” from Bronwen. 
A phone and computer are required. With regard to showing prospective 
tenants around there are members of the church willing to do that. 
If you are interested please contact Bronwen for details of the work - 01926 
864332. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

15 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16 



 

 
 

 
 
 

17 

 

ARTICLES FOR THE 

JULY/AUGUST 2018 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 24thJUNE 2018    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – JUNE 2018  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  3 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Gaynor Watkins 

 

Ayse McKenzie 

 

 10 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

17 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Fred Holloway 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

24 

 

John Nichols 

 

Martyn Todd 

 

Di Wilson 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  3 

 

David Connelly 

Gloria Cordery/ 

Alison Crichton 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

 10 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

The Currans 

 

Donna Curran 

 

 17 

 

Bronwen Todd 

John and Lorna 

Spenser 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

 24 

 

John McKenzie 

Fred and Anne 

Holloway 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  3 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Jennifer Jackson 

 

Alison Crichton 

 

John McKenzie 

       

 10  

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

The Currans 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

 17 

John Nichols/ 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Eileen John 

 

 24 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

Fred Holloway 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

 

  

 

 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

20 Eileen John 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Eileen John 

John McKenzie 

Rosemary Lawrence 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

