
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

DIARY OF PRAYER – MARCH 2018  
 
 
1st Pat & Jim Scott 
2nd Mary Skidmore 
3rd   Pauline Smith 
4th  John & Lorna Spenser 
5th    Jo & Nathan Stratton, Sophie and Elspeth 
6th  Winnie Tawil 
7th  Esmé Thorpe 
8th  Martyn & Bronwen Todd, Alice, Sarah and Lottie 
9th  Janet & Ken Turner 
10th  Mick & Alison Tyler, Abigail, Gavin and Benjamin 
11th  Joy Verral 
12th  Gaynor Watkins 
13th  Bob Watson 
14th  Helen Watt 
15th  Lesley Williams 
16th  Di & Dave Wilson 
17th  Jane Woods-Scawen 

18th Jon & Sally Atkinson 
19th  Ann Banning 
20th  Dorothy Barker 
21st  John and Heather Barton 
22nd  Jennie and Paul Blake, Harry and Molly 
23rd  Jayne Bryan, Martha and Seth 
24th  Judy Clarkson and Sam 
25th  Dr Andy and Chris Cole, Alex, Peter and Michael 
26th  Betty and David Connelly 
27th  Vera and Andy Cooper 
28th  Gloria Cordery 
29th  Pat and Ian Cowan 
30th Alison and Robert Crichton and Becky 
31st   Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha 
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Letter from Elder, Kath Shortley 

 
March is a lovely month, we are starting to feel at home in the ‘new’ year 
and remembering to write the date correctly, winter is losing its grip and 
spring is taking hold with longer days and the emergence of flowering 
bulbs. It’s a race to be the first to spot newborn lambs.  This year, the whole 
of March is in the period of Lent. 
 
Traditionally, Lent is a period of fasting, moderation, and self-denial, 
commemorating Jesus’ period of 40 days spent in the wilderness. Some 
people give up something they usually enjoy for this period so that it 
becomes six weeks of self-discipline. 
 
There are many other innovative ways to mark the period of Lent, one is to 
embark on 40 days of acts of kindness. Another could be to respond to 
Christian Aid’s invitation to walk with Dimma and other refugees on their 
journeys and share their stories. Many charities produce resources so that 
through this Lentern period we can engage with our brothers and sisters 
whose lives are blighted by poverty, natural disasters or war.   
 
At Abbey Hill some of us will be spending time each week on Thursday 
mornings looking at the latest Lent course and be joined by people from the 
other churches in the town. It’s always a time of good friendship, interesting 
insights and some challenges as we prepare to remember the events 
leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. This year the title of the 
material is ‘On the Third Day’ which is great because the focus is on the 
climax of the season, on a Saviour who endured the suffering and sacrifice 
of the cross and rose triumphant on that first Easter Day. 
 
As the earth stirs itself into new life this springtime, our spirits are stirred 
too. We praise the God of creation for our lovely world and we offer our 
praise and thanksgiving for the new life that is ours through our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.   
 
To quote Martin Luther, ‘Our Lord has written the promise of the 
resurrection, not in books, but in every leaf in springtime’   
 
Kath 
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DIARY FOR MARCH 2018 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 
 
 
 
 
Other Events:  
 
     
4th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

7th Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
11th Sunday 11.00 Mothering Sunday-Parade Service led by Junior Church 

             followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
  7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 

 
14th Wednesday   2.00  Ladies Circle: Speaker – Rev James Church on Global 

             Mission  
   7.15 Managers’ Meeting 

 
18th Sunday 11.00 Family Service with Communion led by David Connelly 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
25th Sunday 11.00 Palm Sunday Service led by George Jones, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom.  
 

30th Friday   8.00 Good Friday reflection.  
 
 
 

The Communion offertory for March will be donated to Kenilworth Youth for Christ. 
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
 

COCOA FARMERS 

Chocolate is one of the world’s favourite foods but growing cocoa is a hard task. 

Fairtrade is helping to make it more sustainable.  

 

Ninety per cent of the world’s cocoa is grown on small family farms by about 6 million 

farmers who earn their living from growing and selling cocoa beans. Cocoa trees grow 

in tropical environments, within 15 to 20 degrees latitude from the equator. The ideal 

climate for growing cocoa is hot, rainy, and tropical, with lush vegetation to provide 

shade for the cocoa trees. The primary growing regions are Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America. The largest producing country by volume is Côte d’Ivoire, which produces 

around 40% of global supply. 

Cocoa is a delicate and sensitive crop, and farmers must protect trees from wind, sun, 

pests, and disease. With proper care, cocoa trees begin to yield pods at peak 

production levels by the fifth year, and they can continue at this level for 10 years. But 

for all this hard work, cocoa farmers gain very little from a very profitable global cocoa 

trade. The international price of cocoa beans is currently rising in response to high 

demand for cocoa products. As the industry wakes up to a potential long-term shortfall 

in global supply; disease and age are damaging cocoa trees and the number of farmers 

is falling because the benefits are so poor that few young people want to stay in the 

profession - the average age of a cocoa farmer is 50! Farmers aren’t benefitting 

sufficiently from the rise in prices and remain in poverty as their incomes fail to keep up 

with rising production costs and household expenses. Continued---------->>>>> 
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Fairtrade helps to make cocoa farming in places like Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana more 

sustainable through payment of the Fairtrade Premium to invest in business or 

community projects so farmers can better provide for themselves and their 

communities. In 2013-14, cocoa farmers earned more than £8.4 million in Fairtrade 

Premiums and almost a quarter was invested in directly supporting farming families 

meet their daily needs.  

Easter is coming.  
 
Don’t forget you can buy a ‘real’ Easter egg which celebrates the true meaning of 
Easter by telling the Gospel story. The chocolate egg is fairtrade.  
 
They can be bought at the Kings Table  

                                               
Kath Shortley 
 

---000--- 
 
 

Treasurer’s  Report  February  2018 
 
Offertory for January   £1926   
 
January Communion gifts for Acorn Childrens Hospice £ 41.60. 
 
Communion for March will be donated to Kenilworth Youth for Christ 
 
Coffee Pot donated £100 in January 
 
The Gospel Choir raised £425 for the church and £400 for the choir. 
 
£33 was donated for the magazine. 
 
This is a good time of year to make a donation for the magazine.  £5 would 
cover the annual cost of your copy. 
 
Many thanks to those who have already contributed. 
 
David Connelly 
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WALK INTO THE WILDERNESS THIS LENT 
 

This Lent and Easter, Christian Aid asks us to 'Count Our Blessings' by sharing 
a journey with our sisters and brothers around the world. (Copies available in 
February's 'Reform', or caid,org,uk/lent or by phone or email, from where you 
can also order a special version for children.) 
 
To give you an idea of the contents: Ash Wednesday (also Valentine's Day this 
year) begins the journey by asking 'What Do You Love?' and tells us that 
“Climate change threatens the things we love, and hits our poorest neighbours 
hardest. Extreme weather from drought to flooding forces so many to flee their 
homes. Hold them in your heart.” It continues by asking us to “Imagine having 
to leave everything: your home, your family, your community, all for an 
uncertain future. For many of our sisters and brothers, this wilderness is all too 
real. Whatever they're fleeing, be it conflict or the devastation of climate 
change, they're hoping for a new start.” And “More then 40 million people 
worldwide are 'internally displaced'. This means they're forced from their 
homes but remain in their own country. They're often overlooked, without the 
protections given to refugees, and must create lives for themselves in 
unfamiliar places.” But “Dub works for Christian Aid's partner in northern Kenya. 
He comes from a family of nomadic farmers and now speaks up for those in 
desperate need. Our sisters and brothers in the wilderness often find support 
from people like Dub on their journey.”  
 
In the following weeks we are asked to walk with a few representatives of the 
millions of internally displaced people in Colombia, The Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Iraq, Nigeria, Sudan and Syria. In Nigeria with Nana and Ibrahim and 
their 3 children when conflict forced them to flee from their village, and many 
already living in poverty generously opened up their homes; and (in the week 
leading up to Mothering Sunday) with Aisha and her children – for 3 days 
covering 45 miles – but fortunately they reached a camp before her new baby 
was born and received help. And with Dimma in a part of Kenya where the last 
rain was 2 years ago and “her family have lost many of their sheep and goats 
and been forced to move in desperate search of water” - fortunately they and 
others have been helped and able to settle in their new home, as have Sori and 
Galgallo who are keen for their children to continue their schooling. 
 
And so to Easter where Jesus suffered, but despair turned to Hope and we can 
proclaim the message of Hope by “extending our hands to communities torn 
apart by violence, to our neighbours forced from their homes”. See photos and 
read more in the leaflet – if you can't get a copy, please ask to borrow 
mine.              
 
Janet Turner 
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CHURCH CALENDAR MARCH 2018 

 
Thursday  1  Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00           Lent 

Group  11am                   

Saturday 17   Synod at 

Sutton Coldfield 

Friday 2  Women’s World 

Day of Prayer 

Sunday  18     Frugal 

lunch  

Saturday  3  Dementia 

awareness at West Orchard 

Monday 19  

 Sunday 4 Tuesday 20 

Monday  5  Wednesday  21   Church 

Meeting/ AGM  7.15 

pm 
 

Tuesday  6                                                                                        

Discussion Group 7.15pm 

Thursday  22  Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00   Lent Group  

11am 

Wednesday  7                                                                             

Elders 7.15 

Friday 23 

Thursday 8   Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00            Lent 

Group  11am 

Saturday  24 

Friday 9   Sunday  25    Palm 

Sunday     Summer Time 

Starts 

Saturday  10   Church 

Away Day  “ 

Discipleship” at Barston 

10 - 4 

Monday  26       HOLY 

WEEK 

Sunday  11   Mothering 

Sunday and Parade Service           

Service at Tannery Court 

7pm         

Tuesday 27        HOLY 

WEEK          

Monday 12 Wednesday  28  HOLY 

WEEK 

Tuesday 13 Thursday  29       HOLY 

WEEK     Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00                        

Schools finish                                        

Wednesday 14   Ladies 

Circle                                                    

Managers  7.15 

Friday 30   Good Friday 

Walk of Witness  

Talisman Square 10am 

Thursday      Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00           Lent 

Group  11am  

Saturday  31 

Friday 16  

9 



 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY FOR MARCH 2018 
 
 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
March 1st Ayse McKenzie 
 3rd Di Wilson 
 4th Judy Clarkson 
  6th Elspeth Stratton (14) 
  9th Andy Cooper 
 13th Martyn Todd 
 14th Bronwen Todd 
 15th Martha Curran (15) 
 17th Vivien Nichols  
 18th Jane Woods-Scawen 
 20th Dorothy Barker  

20th Larraine Hall  
 21st Jayne Bryan 
 
  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES. 
Happy Wedding Anniversary wishes to:-  
 March 9th Heather & John Barton 
 20th Larraine & Barrie Hall 
 30th Michael & Donna Curran 
 
Very special congratulations to Pauline & Rod Smith who celebrate 
their Golden Wedding on March 30th 
 
 
THINKING OF 
 
At this time we are thinking particularly of Ayse McKenzie, Peter & 
Pam Muckersie, Ivan & Alison Pointon, Vic & Rosemary Jones, Di & 
Dave Wilson and many others who have not avoided coughs and 
sneezes over the winter. 
It was good to see both Helen Green & Vera Cooper back in church 
recently after long absences. 
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We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Jack Dixon, Peggy Everall, 
Bert Greenway, Joan Lightbown, Rosemary Lumley, Grace Mitchell 
and Anne Nicholl. 
 

FRIENDS. 
Real friends make you laugh a little louder, 
Smile a little wider and whistle 
A little bit more tunefully. 
Real friends make your spirit soar 
And your heart sing. 

Anon. 

 
A friend is one who walks in when others walk out. -Walter Winchell 

(American writer) 

 
Good friends don’t let you do stupid things alone. 

Anon. 

 
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 
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What? When? 

What do we want? PROCRASTINATION!  

When do we want it? NEXT WEEK! 

Marriage advice 

'I'm in a terrible fix,' moaned Mark. 'I'm in love with both Susie and Maria and I 

don't know which to marry.'  

'No problem,' said Sean. 'I know you're not a Catholic, but call in at St Patrick's 

on the way home tonight, kneel down and ask God for help.’  

Next morning Sean found Mark grinning from ear to ear. 'It worked. It's a 

miracle,' Mark enthused. 'I walked in, knelt down and there it was written in red 

across the altar cloth: AVE MARIA! So, I will!’ 

Hymns we sing? 

The Laodicean church is described in the Bible in the book of The Revelation as 

being lukewarm. If the Laodiceans were to have a hymnal, suitable for their 

conviction, here's a list of some of the hymns it may contain: 

Just as I Am, with Lots of Excuses 

Make Suggestions to Me, My God and King 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Much 

Not My Life - Let Me Be 

O Come, All Ye Wishy Washy 

O Come Let Us Ignore Him. 

Oh, for a Couple of Tongues to Sing 

Part of the Way with Jesus 

Pillow of Ages, Fluffed for Me 

Dear God... 

A little boy's prayer: "Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my mummy 

and my sister and my brother and my doggy and me. Oh, and please take care 

of yourself, God. If anything happens to You, we're gonna be in a big mess." 
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In memory of Wilfred Owen 

One of the leading poets of the First World War, Wilfred Owen, was born 

125 year ago, on 18th March 1893. 

 

Owen, who received the Military Cross for bravery in action, was noted 

for his shocking, realistic poetry about the horrors of trench and gas 

warfare. He admired and was influenced heavily by Siegried Sassoon, 

though most critics regard him as the better poet. 

 

Raised as an Anglican evangelical, Owen was a devout believer in his 

youth, having been influenced through a strong relationship with his 

mother. Later on, however he questioned the attitude of the Church to 

the poor and the disadvantaged, and this was sharpened by his war 

experiences, several of which were traumatic and led to his being 

invalided home. 

 

At the end of August 1918, Owen returned to the front line – although 

he could easily have avoided it – and was killed in action on 4th 

November 1918, exactly one week (almost to the hour) before the 

signing of the Armistice. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant the 

day after his death.  

 

Owen composed nearly all of his poems between August 1917 and 

September 1918. Only five poems were published in his lifetime. 
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St David’s Day – time for daffodils 

1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear daffodils or leeks. 

Shakespeare called this custom ‘an honourable tradition begun upon an honourable 

request’ - but nobody knows the reason. Why should anyone have ever ‘requested’ that 

the Welsh wear leeks or daffodils to honour their patron saint? It’s a mystery! 

 

We do know that David - or Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of the 6th 

century. In the 12th century he was made patron of Wales, and he has the honour of 

being the only Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western Church. Tradition has 

it that he was austere with himself, and generous with others - living on water and 

vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy. He was much loved. 

 

In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, standing on a mound with a 

dove at his shoulder, in memory of his share at an important Synod for the Welsh Church, 

the Synod of Brevi. 
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One for Bob! 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

MARCH 2018 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 18TH MARCH 2018    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – MARCH 2018  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  4 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Esme Thorpe 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

 11 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

18 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Janet Turner 

 

Heather Barton 

 

25 

 

John Nichols 

 

Bert Greenaway 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  4 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Gloria Cordery 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Chris Ives 

 

11 

 

Bronwen Todd 

John Atkinson 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Alison Crichton 

 

18 

 

David Connelly 

 

The Currans 

 

Kath Shortley 

 

25 

John McKenzie/ 

Phil Inshaw 

Linda Duffy 

Eileen John 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

 

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  4 

John Nichols 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Kath Shortley 
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John Nichols 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

18 

Betty Connelly 

Gloria Cordery 

 

The Currans 

 

Di Wilson 

 

25 

Betty Connelly 

Gloria Cordery 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

 

   

 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

18 John McKenzie 

Di Wilson 

Di Wilson 

John McKenzie 

Pat Cowan 

Rosemary Lawrence 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Pat Cowan       313904 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Colin Ritchie       512507 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Di Wilson       857002 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

