
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
DIARY OF PRAYER – FEBRUARY 2017  

 
1 Dr. Andy & Chris Coe, Alex, Peter and Michael 
2 Alison Collett 
3 David & Betty Connelly 
4 Vera & Andy Cooper 
5 Gloria Cordery 
6 Pat & Ian Cowan 
7 Robert & Alison Crichton and Rebecca 
8 Michael & Donna Curran, Henry and Martha 
9 Robin Daz 
10 Jack & Edna Dixon 
11 Mavis Duckworth 
12 Paul & Linda Duffy, Kate and Michael 
13 Terry & Judith Eaton, Rachael and Eleanor 
14 Peggy Everall 
15 Matt & Caroline Flint, Ethan and Emily 
16 Richard & Barbara Gillard, Rachel, Hannah and Robert 
17 Anne & Tony Gilmore 
18 Helen and Annabel Green and Stephanie Miller 
19 Bert Greenway 
20 Darren & Donna Hall and Emelia  
21 Laraine Hall 
22 Madeline Hamper 
23 Glenys Hobbins 
24 Fred & Anne Holloway 
25 Phil & Jane Inshaw and Ashley 
26 Chris Ives, Molly and Jack 
27 Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks 
28 Trevor & Eileen John 
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Here we are again: a new year. Best wishes to you all. 

At last we have time to reflect beyond the tinsel and baubles and all the 
business of celebration. 

 
It seems remarkable that the Christmas story has it all: the young 

woman breaking the propriety of her times, becoming pregnant before 
marriage; family meeting the demands of an occupational force; the 
discomfort of heavy pregnancy for compulsory registration- with all the 
anxiety that must have caused; the vulnerability of a baby laid in an animal 
trough; the infanticide of Herod and the consequence of refugee status for 
the family.  

 
But worse was to follow! For this baby, crucifixion with common 

criminals. Imagine that for his family. But the facts turn: resurrection! This 
baby is claimed to be the saviour of the world!  As we come in to the new 
year what are we to make of all this? So, what does Christmas mean for us 
as we head towards Easter?  
  

In trying to find answers to all this we have so many questions. 
Scholars and ordinary people alike have been writing about it all, trying to 
explain it for centuries. It is as mysterious now as it was in the beginning. 
The “I AM” of Abraham (Exodus 3:14) becomes the “Word” of St. John’s 
Gospel. But the “dwelt among us” gives a whole new dimension. 

 
Our faith has been revelatory over the centuries and has developed 

at different paces with differing outcomes. Lofty, often abstract, ideas have 
been confined to rituals to help Christian congregations to focus. However, 
what is known of Christ in our New Testament gives us guidelines for living. 
God in our gospels is almost tangible amongst us. Jesus shows us how to 
behave to one another, with love and care and sharing: all extremely 
difficult!  

 
Christ suggested the term “Father” bringing meaning to intangible 

concepts and making it plain that we should see each other as family. Ideas 
are always interesting but behaviour is called for: how we behave to each 
other and how we provide a secure, safe and wonderful planet for all 
creation. 
  
I haven’t made a new year resolution yet. Perhaps I should! 
Love to you all, Eileen John. 
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DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2017     
 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon    The Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 
 
Other Events:  
 
1

st
 Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting . 

 
5

th
 Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by Johnny O’Hanlon, followed by  

   Coffee in the schoolroom. 
     
8

th
  Wednesday  2.00  Ladies Circle AGM.  Subscriptions due.  

Also Monique Morris "Save the Children" 
   7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 
12

th
 Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by Lesley Hawkins, followed by 

   Coffee in the schoolroom.  
  7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 

 
19

th
 Sunday 11.00 Family Service with Communion led by Elizabeth Clarke, 

   followed by coffee in the schoolroom. 
 
26

th
 Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones, followed by coffee 

   in the schoolroom. 
 

 
The Communion offertory for February will be donated to Parkinsons UK..  
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Environmental Issues 

10 things you can do to help the planet 

1. Grow your own fruit and veg…… grow bags and hanging baskets 
are good if you don’t have much space. 

2. Recycle even more, better still buy items with less packaging. 
Also Look at warwickshire.gov.uk/recycling  and recyclenow.com 
[this is a new website]   Lots of good information on both sites. 

3. Waste less food.  Plan a week’s meals, write a shopping list, then 
shop. No impulse buying. Don’t buy two for one unless you are 
really going to us them. [ it’s the producer who bears the cost of 
the give away] 

4. Keep any uneaten food and find creative ways to use it rather 
than throwing it away. 

5. Walk or Bike rather than use the car for short trips. 
6. Eat less meat 
7. Serve smaller portions, use smaller plates. Helps with diets too. 
8. Eat sustainable seafood. Avoid warm water prawns, mangrove 

swamps are destroyed to ‘farm’ these prawns causing huge 
damaging to the local environment. 

9. Make your garden [ balcony, window box,] wildlife friendly.  Grow 
flowers with open centres to help the bees. 

10. Use less energy. Our homes are responsible for 26%  of the 
UK’s carbon emissions!!!  Save money as well, by switching of 
lights, unplugging charging devices and any appliances on 
standby, use Led light bulbs. 

4 TONNES of carbon dioxide is emitted annually by the average car! 

1 TONNE is the amount of rubbish an average home produces each 
year! 

40%  of food planted in the UK is wasted annually!!! 
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‘PILGRIMS IN MISSION’ 

 
What do John Bunyan’s ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’ and Bangladesh have 
in common? Answer - the illustrations on the back and front covers of a 
book in the church library titled ‘Pilgrims in Mission - Celebrating 150 
years of the English Presbyterian Mission’ by George Hood(1998). 
On the back is an illustration, dated 1860, of Pilgrim leaving home, from 
William Burns’ translation into Chinese of Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’; the 
front cover shows modern missionary travel in Bangladesh, getting out of 
the Land Rover to ‘make the rough places plain’. (See pages 7-8 for a fuller 
explanation of the title.) 
 
2017 marks 40 years since the formation of CWM (the Council for World 
Mission). Just as the URC brought together Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians in 1972, so CWM brought together the missionary societies 
closely associated with, or part of, these denominations - the London 
Missionary Society (LMS) founded in 1795, the Commonwealth 
Missionary Society (CMS) in 1836 and the English Presbyterian 
Mission (EPM) in 1847.Many of us will be familiar with the work of LMS 
missionaries and the schools and hospitals they started in Africa, India, the 
Pacific (John Williams and the ships named after him, and Donald and Haro 
of course); and I wrote about the CMS a year ago. This informative and 
most readable book tells us about EPM’s contribution to the partnership 
and interdependence of today’s CWM. 
 
The EPM worked in 5 areas - China (2), Taiwan (Formosa), Malaysia and 
Singapore, and Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan and before that 
the Bengal area of India) and the book gives facts about the early days 
and later effects of warfare. But the main part is memories from 
missionaries who worked there from the 1930s onwards, some for just a 
few years and others for many more, as ministers or teachers, nurses or 
doctors or agriculturalists, working with the people there with the aim of 
handing over in due course. The partnership worked well and lifelong 
friendships were made; Boris Anderson in Taiwan says it was soon clear 
the leadership was there - Shoki Coe (the closest friend he ever had) 
became Principal of Tainan Theological College and he and Ng-Butong led 
the church’s outreach. 
A most readable and interesting book,so why not borrow it and read it for 
yourself!                                                                                   Janet Turner 
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KENILWORTH FOODBANK 

As you may recall, from its beginning in Kenilworth we have been pro-active 
in supporting the Trussell Trust’s Kenilworth Branch foodbank. Our church 
has been represented along with other churches in Kenilworth both in terms 
of service and at committee meetings. The idea was driven by St. John’s 
Church and they formed a smaller, “core management committee” along 
with Les Thornton from the Methodist Church. The initiative was supported 
by St. John’s PCC which was very helpful in safeguarding and financial 
matters. 

Two members of the core team, the stock manager Les Thornton and the 
secretary, Yvonne Wheeler, who incidentally were very dedicated to this 
project, have now left for personal reasons. None of the committee wanted 
to take over these very demanding roles. A manager who will oversee the 
running of Kenilworth Foodbank, and be paid a small remittance, is still 
being sought.  

There seemed no alternative but to amalgamate and the core committee 
have gone ahead with this process. Kenilworth Foodbank is now part of 
Warwick District Foodbank. The merger took place on the 1st January 2017. 

How will this affect Kenilworth clients in need? Clients will only be able to 
obtain food at the Kenilworth foodbank on Fridays but not on Tuesdays as 
was the case. However, they will be able to take their food voucher Monday 
through to Friday to any of the six other foodbanks which are part of the 
Warwick District Foodbank. This provides more access if less convenience. 

Food will still be collected here in Kenilworth to be marked up on Tuesdays. 
We hope to keep the present premises at Jubilee House but have been 
informed that should the council have a client wishing to rent our space, we 
will have to move out very quickly. Fortunately, we do not think they will 
want to rent the storage area: the prison cells! 

Kenilworth has been generous in its giving and at the end of December 
2016, 2,041.35kgs of food was in store valued at £3,449.89. This will 
remain under the control of Kenilworth Foodbank though donations to other 
foodbanks will continue according to need. Benefit changes are leaving 
some in desperate need. For example, during August to October in 
Kenilworth 2015, food was given to 15 adults and 7 children. In the same 
period 2016 food was given to 39 adults and 41 children. Please continue 
with your generous giving. Thank you.  Eileen John. 
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Christmases  Past 

At the end of November we held a 2nd day or reminisces, this time based 
on “Memories of Christmas both pre and post war”. It was a good afternoon 
with many happy memories being recalled with laughter. 

A neighbour of mine, Kevin Lomas, told us about his memories of 
Christmas pre-war in Kenilworth. [ His father, Ted, was a joiner, who 
worked  from a house in New Road.]  Now Kevin’s Aunt Lydia [his mother’s 
sister] and Uncle George ran a shop opposite Kevin’s home and at 
Christmas the family benefitted from over ordering by the Aunt, all sorts of 
goodies appearing.  The best thing, he said,  was always after supper when 
the table was cleared and then covered with an old blanket on top of which 
was placed a large plywood board. Why???? Aunt Lydia brought the unsold 
indoor fireworks from the shop!!!!!!!!  

In Kevin’s words..  “This was The Highlight of the day for Nancy and me, 
cracker jacks, jumping jacks, snakes [green and brown] and many 
sparklers…….. Finally two erupting volcanoes with firstly a shower of 
coloured dust followed by a magma flow bursting forth and making it’s way 
down the slopping sides. Nancy and me then went to bed pleased to get 
away from the smoke which g-had permeated through all the downstairs 
rooms!!!”  

POST SCRIPT 

A manager at Kenilworth Grange had seen adverts about both our 
Reminiscence days and asked if we could take our Christmas Past one to 
the home to share with some of the residents. 

We went along on Monday 9th of January, 5 of us including Mhari. We had 
a great afternoon with them, it was so rewarding seeing their faces light up 
as they remembered things of long ago. One lady had come from Blackpool 
and Pat was able to have a little chat with before we left. Another lady 
named Edna, [nee] Skinner [a well known family in Kenilworth I was told] 
was full of smiles as she had a photo taken wearing a hat she had 
decorate. 

We were invited to let the home know if we do further ones that we could 
take to them. Maybe to others as well? 

Anne Gilmore 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY FOR FEBRUARY. 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS. 
 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:- 
February 3rd   Pat Cowan  
February 7th   Jane Inshaw  
February 12th   John Atkinson  
February 15th   Caroline Flint  
February 17th   Gaynor Watkins and Alice Macadam  
February 23rd    Helen Green 

Alice Todd will be 18 on 7th February and  Lottie Todd will be 2 on 
February 25th. 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES. 
Happy Anniversary to Alice and Peter Macadam on the 10th  of 
February. 
 

UNWELL/HOSPITAL. 
 
As was said this time last year, it is the time of year for coughs and 
colds but, thankfully, I have not had details of any serious illness this 
month. I am glad to say that after a very worrying time Rosemary 
Jones is now on the mend. 
 
We continue to pray for Mhari, Dorothy Barker, Eileen Bates, Peggy 
Everall, Bert Greenway, Rosemary Lumley, Grace Mitchell, Jan 
Roberts and Joan Lightbown.  
 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned 
by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
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The Will of God will never take you…. 
Where the grace of God cannot keep you 

Where the riches of God cannot supply your needs 

Where the Spirit of God cannot work through you 

Where the love of God cannot enfold you 

Where the mercies of God cannot sustain you 

Where the peace of God cannot calm your fears 

Where the word of God cannot feed you 

Where the comfort of God cannot dry your tears. 
Anon.  

 

 

Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of 
any Pastoral Care matters. 
 

 

Treasurer’s  Report  January  2017 

 

Offertory for November  £2080  (2015 - £1875) 
Offertory for December £1555 (2015 - £1564) 
 
November  Communion gifts for Combat Stress £36.50 

December Communion gifts for Embrace £66.70 

Carol Concert retiring collection for Syrian refugees £ 270 

Christmas Day collection for the homeless £163 

 

The January communion donations are for Zoe’s Place 
 

The February communion donations will be for Parkinsons UK 
 

 

 

 

 

 
11 

 



 
 

This is the poem by Ellie Eaton in memory of her Grandma 
Eileen Brining. 

 
IT’S A WEEKDAY AFTERNOON 

 
It’s a weekday afternoon and I’m two years old… 

There I am, usual spot, bottom perched on the countertop. 
Tummy empty, hands outstretched knowing sandwiches are what comes 
next. 
Cut just so, triangles every time, these moments are precious, they’re yours 
and mine. 
Grandma’s house is my second home, though Mum and Dad work I’m  
never alone. 
These afternoons last until I’m four, but the memories, don’t worry will go on 
for much more    

 
It’s a weekday afternoon and I’m six years old… 

It’s been a long day, school is in session, but now it’s time for a baking 
lesson. 
Too small to reach, tip toes are a must, it’s a flurry and frenzy as we dance 
in the flour dust. 
Though I’m no baking pro, more a little sticky mess, you let me help out and 
learn none the   less. 
It’s not really a class, more a treasure to pass on, ‘that cake’ in plenty it’s 
like a prize that I’ve won. 
To get this time, of making mess and fun, it’s a priceless treasure and a 
memory that’ll live on. 
 

It’s a weekday afternoon and I’m twelve years old…. 
The counter top is still a favourite of mine, from where I’ll read you a story 
of every shape and  kind. 
This week it’s Dickens, and I read about Scrooge, I need to hold my place 
but have nothing to use. 
That’s when you give me something so tiny, no thought do I give it but I still 
thank you kindly. 
It’s a scrap of card with some of your writing, to this day I can still see your 
words in bright enough lighting. 
Every time I open the book a tear it does bring, it’s a part of you to hold 
onto this silly little thing. 
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It’s a weekday afternoon and I’m eighteen years old 

Things have changed, it’s a new time now, you still know my face though 
you’re not sure quite how. 
Though things maybe different, you’re still our Grandma, beautiful and 
delicate with a love that goes far. 
You recall times that have passed with a nostalgic glow, its charming and 
enchanting as back in time we do go. 
There’s more memories to make and memories to share, which we do with 
love as you sit in your chair. 
This is now how we do share our time, it’s still precious and treasured as 
it’s yours and it’s mine. 
 

It’s a weekday afternoon and I’m twenty two years old…. 
So this is the time which is harder to write, I look to the air and see a 
feather in flight. 
As it floats along it’s light and it’s free, and in my heart I know that’s how 
you’ll now be. 
We love you and we’ll miss you with every day that will pass, but as for our 
memories forever they’ll last. 
You’re back with Granddad where you should be, now that’s a reunion I 
would long to see. 
I’ll look to the stars and wish you goodnight, be at peace with Darls, rest 
well, sleep tight. 
 

*********************************************** 

 
The Mayonnaise Jar & Golf Balls  

When things in your life seem almost too much to handle, when 24hrs in a day 
are not enough, just remember the mayonnaise jar and 2 cups of coffee! 

A professor stood before his philosophy class with some items in front of him. 
He wordlessly picked up a very large empty mayonnaise jar and filled it with 
golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was full. 
                                                                     They agreed that it was. 

He then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the 
jar slightly and the pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. 
He then asked the students if the jar was full. 
                                                                    They agreed that it was. 
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Next the professor picked up a jar of sand and poured it into the jar. The sand 
filled up the remaining spaces between the golf balls and the pebbles….. 
 Again the professor asked the students if the jar was full. 
                              The students responded with a unanimous YES. 

The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and 
poured the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the spaces between the 
grains of sand. 

The students laughed! 

‘Now’ said the professor when they were quiet again, ‘I want you to recognise 
that this jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important things………. 
God, your family, your children and your favourite interests…………. And if 
everything else was lost your life would still be full.   The pebbles are the other 
things that matter in your life, eg. your job, house, your car…………………. The 
sand is everything else………the small stuff’. 

‘Now if you put sand into the jar first there is no room the pebbles or the golf 
balls.              The same goes for life. If you spend your time and energy on the 
small stuff you will never have time for the things that really matter to you’. 

‘Pay attention to the things which are critical to your happiness. Make time to 
play with children, talk to your partner, enjoy having fun laughing………….enjoy 
your hobbies’. 

‘Take care of the golf balls first…..those things that really matter’. 

Then a student asked “What about the coffee?” The professor said ‘good 
question’. 

‘It just goes to show that no matter how full your life is there is always room for 
a couple of coffees with a friend.’ 

Personally I like to think of the coffee as the prayer that we need to surround 
and underpin our lives as Christians. 
                                                                                  Anne Gilmore 
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The Church Library  is now situated in the 
school room by the chimney breast. Do take 
the time to have a look and borrow one - just 
sign the book.  

If there are any books you can recommend we 
have, please let me know………..    Anne 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

MARCH 2017 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2017    

PLEASE 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18 



 
 
 
 

ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2017  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 
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Pat Cowan 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 
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Di Wilson 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Di Wilson 

 

19 

 

John Spenser 

 

Anne Nichol 

 

Ayse McKenzie 

 

26 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Alison Collett 

 

Alice McAdam 

    

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 
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Ivan Pointon 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 
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John McKenzie 

Winnie Tawil 

Pat Cowan 

Judy Clarkson 

 

Winnie Tawil 
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Kath Shortley 

Phil Inshaw 

Gloria Cordery 

Anne Gilmore 

 

Chris Ives 

 

26 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

The Currans 

 

Alison Crichton 

    

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 
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Janet Turner 

Mary Skidmore 

 

Ian Pointon 

 

Eileen John 
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Jane Woods-Scawen 

Jennifer Jackson 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Anne Gilmore 
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Jane Woods-Scawen 

Jennifer Jackson 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Betty Connelly 
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Glenys Hobbins 

Pat Cowan 

 

The Currans 

 

Kath Shortley 

    

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

19 John McKenzie 

Di Wilson 

John McKenzie 

Di Wilson 

Betty Connelly 

Rosemary Lawrence 
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