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5. 

FOREWORD 

by The Reverend J. M. East, B.A. , 

Present Minister and pastor of Abbey Hill Congregational Church, Kenilworth. 

I am greatly pleased to be able to commend to you - the members and friends of Abbey 

Hill Congregational Church - this newly-compiled edition of 'The Story of Abbey Hill Church'. 

It behoves me to say that anyone who has any knowledge whatever of what is involved in this 

kind of historical research will know that it is not the easily accomplished thing that the reading of 

this splendid text suggests. Historical research of the kind that has had to have been done in 

order to write this book, is a time-consuming, often wearisome, task requiring a considerable 

degree of concentration, determination and patience in the author persuing his subject. By the 

evidence of his work, George Hurst (a well-known member and Deacon of Abbey Hill Church) 

has acquitted himself well of the onerous task which was laid upon him some twelve months 

ago. Of course, with characteristic modesty, George would tell you that it has been a labour of 

love and that had he been allowed more time, much more could have been accomplished. 

But, let us pay tribute to his work and thank him warmly for a piece of work so professionally 

accomplished. George himself has paid fitting tribute to his wife in his own, 'Author's 

Acknowledgements', but let us also say thank you to her, not only for the many hours of 

typing and copying that she has put in, but also for the time when George 'neglected' his family 

in order that this piece of work might be completed on time. 

So here we are, 250 years of Abbey Hill Church; What a splendid record! From 1720 

(and before) to 1970. Through the violent persecution of our courageous forefathers, the break -

away from the Rosemary Hill Church for reasons of doctrinal purity, the establishment of the 

two major buildings on Abbey Hill (not forgetting the 'Barn' before them), the problems that 

had to be faced after the Great War and through three interregnums to the challenge of the new and 

rapidly-expanding community which began to change both the face and character (as well as the 

prestige) of the ancient country town of Kenilworth in the 1960's. 

The Church on Abbey Hill, if I read the evidence correctly, has never at any time 

stood still (even though at times it may have wanted to) always the spirit of God has been at 

work in the church, moving it to face up to even greater and more difficult challenges. And so 

it continues in our day, and the people who once took the proud and often-provocative name, 

'Independent' are faced with an even greater challenge as the church steps fearfully but not 

faithlessly into the 1970's. Suddenly, the Church on Abbey Hill finds itself in the midst of 

a new and prosperous 'middle-class' community in which the greater majority has grown totally 

indifferent to religious values and see no relevance in their largely self-contained lives for the 

claims of Jesus Christ and His Gospel. But though the surface of this community gives a calm and 

untroubled appearance, beneath the superficial facade of this community there are many problems 

and the Gospel we believe, is no less relevant to these than it was to the problems of yesteryear. So 

here is the challenge of Christ again. Shall we, who form the congregation of Abbey Hill 

Church in 1970 face up to the challenge of our age as illustriously and courageously as our 

forefathers faced up to the challenge of their age? Let us go forward into the 1970's determined to 

carry on the proud historical  tradition of nearly 300 years . 



(Blank page in original book)  
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T H E  F I G H T  F O R  F R E E D O M  

Our story begins about the middle of the 16th century. An intense belief in the Bible 

as the living Word of God, and this alone to be the basis of the authority of the Church, began 

to gather conviction in England. 

From this conviction emerged an emphasis on the preaching of that Word as one of the 

central functions of the Church, and the Bible as the Word of God came to be accepted as the 

only source of moral and spiritual discipline in the Christian Church. 

To mention but one in this struggle, when so many suffered in the fire for their benefits, 

illustrates the strength of their conviction and steadfastness of purpose. Anne Askew in Lincoln 

Cathedral not only began reading the Bible aloud, but afterwards openly criticised the church of 

her day, its services and the clergy. In the end she was burned at Smithfield, but the Bible was 

read more and more by the very clergy who had condemned her. 

This new movement; this new conception of Christianity with the accompanying moral 

and spiritual acceptance of the rules for Christian living direct from the Word of God, continued the 

struggle through the reigns of Elizabeth, James I and Charles I. It was the latter's insistence in the 

Divine Right of Kings, together with the intolerant zeal of Archbishop Laud, that were mainly 

responsible for the Civil War. 

At this time Independency can be said to have come to the forefront in direct opposition 

to the Monarchy. The war ended with Cromwell and his Independent Party in power , and, for a 

few years by their endurance under persecution, the Independents gained respite, little knowing 

that they were soon to enter the last great battle in the struggle for complete religious toleration. 

It is necessary at this point to look at the general effect the Commonwealth period had 

upon the religious life of the country. 

From the outset the liturgy of the Church of England was suspended and many members 

of the clergy were ejected from their livings. The more fanatical elements of the Army, 

together with their civilian counterparts, ravaged churches up and down the country, destroying 

much of the medieval glories that had survived the Reformation. 

The fury that followed the Independents victory was soon to moderate into a period of 

great religious experiment. Cromwell, the Independents of the Army, and particularly the 

Baptists and the Quakers, advocated religious toleration. Parliament, in order to secure the 

support of the Scots, accepted the Solemn League and Covenant, and attempted to force 

Presbyterianism as a State religion in 1649, but this was defeated by the Independents of the Army 

and, in practice almost throughout the whole period, though Anglicans, Catholics and Quakers 

certainly suffered some persecution, the country enjoyed a greater measure of religious freedom than 

had previously been known. 

On the 29th September, 1658, one of the milestones of our history was formulated, 

the meeting at the Savoy Palace. It was convened by Oliver Cromwell (who died before it met) 
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and was a meeting of the representatives of our churches, which produced The Savoy 

Declaration of Faith and Order, the first historic statement of the fundamental principles 

and beliefs of the Independent Churches. 

In naming his son Richard as successor to the Protectorate of England, Cromwell 

unwittingly brought about the end of the Commonwealth period. Richard was more suited to 

the role of country gentleman than ruler of England, and in a very short time anarchy reigned. 

General Monk marched south at the head of an army proclaiming for the restoration of the 

Monarchy, the Presbyterian Party joined forces with the Royalist factions within the House of 

Parliament, thus setting the seal to the restoration of the Monarchy. 

Charles signed a declaration at Breda in which lie appeared to approve of religious 

toleration, he also accepted the Solemn League and Covenant, but soon after his accession he 

was to ask God's pardon for signing it and the copy was publicly burned at Whitehall by the 

hangman. 

Over the next twenty-eight years various repressive acts were passed and once again 

Independency came face to face with persecution. 

In 1661 the Corporation Act was designed to prevent anyone who refused to take the 

Anglican sacrament from holding public office; also included in this Act was a denunciation of the 

Solemn League and Covenant and a declaration that it was unlawful to take up arms against 

the King for any reason. 

In 1662 the Act of Uniformity directed that all clergymen and schoolmasters should use, 

and accept in full, everything contained in the Book of Common Prayer. Failure to conform 

meant immediate loss of their livings. The Act came into force on St. Bartholomew's Day, 

August 24th and deprived some 1,800 ministers of their livings. 

In 1664 the Conventical Act placed a limit on the number of people meeting for 

worship in private dwelling houses, whose service did not conform to the pattern of the Book of 

Common Prayer. Anyone convicted of the offence was liable to be fined or imprisoned. 

In 1665, the Five Mile Act was enacted. This Act, together with that of the previous 

year, was aimed at Independency in the urban areas; it forbade any religious gathering within a 

five mile distance of any town, except in the Parish Church. No minister or schoolmaster who 

had been ejected under the Act of Uniformity was allowed to go within five miles of the town 

or village from where he was deprived of his living on penalty of £40 fine. 

Independency, however, though outlawed, was now a political and constitutional 

fact and for the next two years the vigour with which the preceding acts were enforced was 

matched by the determined activity of the Independents. 

In 1667 the Convention Act expired and, together with the fall of Clarendon and the 

adjournment of Parliament from 1668 to 1669, some respite was gained. 
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Parliament reassembled in May 1670 when an even more repressive Conventical Act was 

passed and for the twelve months during which this Parliament sat, Independents suffered more than 

ever for their beliefs. 

In 1672 Declaration of Indulgence was enacted. On the 15th May the King issued a 

declaration of indulgence which suspended the ecclesiastical penal laws and allowed freedom of 

public worship to all Protestant dissenters, but the almost complete freedom the Independents 

enjoyed under the Declaration lasted for barely a year, for it was cancelled in March 1673. 

The Licences for holding meetings, however, were not withdrawn until 1675, when once more 

a general persecution was begun. 

However, in three years, much was accomplished to further the cause of Independency, 

many converts were won and in general a new stability emerged. 

Many Independent churches date their formation from the indulgence of 1672, and it is 

clear by this time that their separation from the established church was complete. 

The strength acquired by the church during this period helped it to withstand the closing 

years of intolerance and persecution, and when one considers that the people of the church at 

this time were drawn in the main from the yeoman and trading classes, (the scale of fines was 

crippling £40, £50 or £60 or confiscation of property, goods, etc., or imprisonment were quite 

commonplace), their courage and determination were quite beyond praise. It can be said to 

have been a fight for survival in the fullest sense of the word. 

With the accession of James II, the Independent churches profited by the King's desire to 

protect another persecuted group, his fellow Catholics. There is no record of any persecution 

after 1686. The Declaration of Indulgence of 4th April 1687 and the landing of William of 

Orange in November 1688, paved the way for complete religious freedom which was confirmed 

on the 24th May 1689, when the Act of Toleration was passed. 

Such were the trials and tribulations which beset our forefathers in the early days of our 

church. Are we worthy of this heritage which has been handed down to us at such a price? 

It is so easy for us to go to church today. Should we not reflect on these things when the 

television, inclement weather or some other trivial reason comes between us and our duty to our 

church? 
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1 7 2 0  A N D  A L L  T H A T  

The date of the foundation of Abbey Hill Church, as recorded in the 'Congregational 

Year Book ever since it was first published in 1862, is given as 1720. There is, however, 

no obvious reason for this dating, nor is there any recorded evidence to support it. Other 

sources state that "the Church and Arlidge's Charity are interwoven, both Church and Charity 

commencing in 1720". This statement, I feel, is where the misconception arises. The will of 

Abraham Arlidge in which is set out the terms of his bequest is dated 1716. As the Charity 

came into being in 1720 it can be assumed that he must have died somewhere about this date. 

But, the claim to the continuity of Abbey Hill Church based on the fact that it has succeeded 

to the legacy of Arlidge, is not valid. By the terms of his will Abraham Arlidge was clearly 

a Trinitarian who required that the boys and girls who might enjoy education under his bequest, 

must be taught to read and write and be "catechised in the Assembly's Catechism". This was 

the Presbyterian catechism drawn up by the Westminster Assembly in 1647/8, and the later legal 

judgment by which Arlidge's Charity was vested in the Independent Trustees at Abbey Hill 

was on the ground of the Trinitarian orthodoxy from which the Old Meeting on Rosemary Hill 

had departed into Unitarianism and not because they were "successors" - both churches being in 

existence at that time. However, a much stronger claim can be made not to continuity but of 

secession (to withdraw from fellowship or association). This is precisely what happened in 

1787, a small band of people who held to the more orthodox or independent form of worship, 

withdrew from the Old Meeting, and with the help of local ministers, formed their own meeting 

in a barn on Abbey Hill. 

The opening of the Old Barn in June 1787 was one of the great events of the church's 

history. This was the result of the efforts of the Rev. James Moody, a Congregational minister 

from Warwick, with the support of the Rev.'s George Burder of West Orchard and Jonathan Evans 

of Foleshill, Coventry, The Rev. Samuel Pearce 1766-99 (the seraphic Pearce), a Baptist 

minister from Birmingham, preached to a great crowd from Acts VIII. , 5 - 'Then Philip went 

down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them"; and on the following Sunday 

Mr. Burder of Coventry, preached from the connected words, "and there was great joy in that 

city", It was a beautiful site on the hill, with fields all round but these early Independents 

had no easy time. The whole village is said to have been greatly excited and filled with hatred 

against them. Mr. Burder states that at Kenilworth, though the place was registered according to the 

law, tumults frequently took place, and among many methods taken to disturb the worship and 

annoy the people, a wasp's nest was procured and laid in the passage leading to the meeting. 

"Often were the ministers insulted while they were preaching. Some of the disturbers were 

taken before the magistrates and imprisoned. Frequently was the door fastened outside to prevent the 

congregation from leaving, tradesmen lost their customers, servants their employment, and other 

petty acts of annoyance and persecution were adopted to hinder the progress of the Word of God. In a 

few years, however, this passed away". 
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T H E  S T O R Y  O F  A R L I D G E S  C H A R I T Y  A N D  T H E   

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L S  

The Charity was established in the year 1720 by Abraham Arlidge, a carpenter, who was 

born in Kenilworth, and afterwards went to London where he became prosperous. In his will he 

left the rentals from a farm in Lincolnshire in order to provide for the education of children of 

Congregationalists residing in the district and for gifts to the poor of the congregation of Abbey 

Hill Chapel, Kenilworth. 

At one time, the Day Schools provided by the Charity had 120 children, who wore a 

special uniform, but as the various Education Acts became law, these schools were closed and  

the present scheme for the administration of the Charity was approved in 1883, with further 

modifications in 1901. 

The farm in Lincolnshire was sold some years ago and the proceeds invested in Govern-

ment Securities, the interest from which forms the present income of the Foundation. 

The Trust is administered by a Board of Governors consisting of thirteen persons, being 

Congregationalists, divided as follows:- One Ex-officio Governor (the Minister of Abbey Hill 

Chapel), six Representative Governors (appointed by the members of Abbey Hill Chapel), the 

Kenilworth Urban District Council, the Warwickshire County Council and the Council of Mansfield 

College, Oxford, and six Co-opted Governors. 

As previously mentioned, the Charity is not solely for educational purposes, as a proportion of 

the income has to be set aside to provide gifts to the poor of the congregation of Abbey Hill 

Chapel, but two Classes of Exhibitions are maintained, (a) Junior Exhibitions of not less than 

£10 and not more than £15 per annum, tenable at any institution of Secondary education approved 

by the Governors and open to children of not more than 14 years of age, and (b) Senior 

Exhibitions of the value of not less than £30 and not more than £40 per annum, tenable at any 

University, University College or other institution of education higher than Secondary and open to 

children of not less than 16 and not over 21 years of age, with a preference to holders of Junior 

Exhibitions. 

The Junior Exhibitions are awarded for a term of three years, with power being given to 

the Governors to extend the period for a further two years if necessary, and the Senior Exhibitions 

are awarded for the same term of years with power being given to the Governors to extend the 

period for one year only. 

The conditions necessary for candidature are that they must be children of Congregationalists 

whose parents or guardians reside, or whose parents, if dead, were at the time of their death 

resident in the following places, in their respective order of priority, (a) Parish of Kenilworth, (b) 

Warwick Union, and (c) County of Warwick, with a preference in all cases for the poor and 

among them, the fatherless. 

Notices inviting applications for these Exhibitions are published in the local newspapers 

from time to time as funds become available. 
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During recent years, owing to the extension of facilities for free Secondary education, 

the applications for Junior Exhibitions have practically ceased, but applicants for the Senior 

Exhibitions usually exceed the number of those offered, 

It does not appear that any interest was taken in Sunday School work previous to 

Mr. Button's time but, though early Church books are missing, it is fortunate that there is a 

good record of the Sunday School at Abbey Hill from October 25th, 1843. On that date rules 

were drawn up, and it was laid down - "that the teachers be especially careful to instruct the 

children by example as well as by precept". At the start no children were admitted under the 

age of five, Mr John Webb was the Superintendent, and amongst the first teachers were 

Joseph Hancox, Richard Boddington, Edmund Potter, David Sharp, Joseph Clarke, Charles 

Cotton, George Pettipher, Edward Evertor, George Harris, Elizabeth Russell, Mary Rice, 

Elizabeth Weston, Mary Baker, M. Overton, Harriet Mercy, Christiana Eaglestone, Elizabeth 

Fellows, and Elizabeth Draper, Mr. Webb resigned in March, 1870, when he was presented 

with an easy chair and book, but he occasionally went back again, and he held office in the 

Church for many years, resigning the Treasurership on December 23rd, 1884, "on account of 

age". That gives a worthy record of over forty years' service. 

A great amount of enthusiasm was thrown into this school work. Teachers were fined 

for absence or being late, the scholars were rewarded for attending, and at one special 

meeting in 1844, five pence was expended for "rods", etc. Generally the fines were put in 

the missionary box, but not always given to missions. The "rod" money referred to, came 

out of the fines; in 1848, 3s. 11d of it was given towards the Repairs Fund. The majority of the 

early minutes record the fixing of next meeting and arranging teas and socials, to which friends 

were invited. In 1847 there were 142 children present at a school treat, and before dispersing each 

child was presented with a piece of plum cake wrapped up in a new pocket handkerchief. There 

were no "new lights", at these socials, for most of the accounts included payments for "candles"; 

also, so exact was the keeping of accounts, that one bill included "Saunders, for carrying water, 

1d"; and on that occasion (October 6th, 1861), we find mention of "one aerated loaf 32d". There 

were careful auditors in 1867! Against the item of  2s. for "beverages", someone had pencilled 

"What?". The writer must have been a suspicious soul, or one who had looked up the old 

minutes, for there it is clearly shown that all the teachers' meetings were not teetotal affairs! We 

find 'Beer", etc. 1s. 11d"; "wine" 2s. 4d (1853); "porter", etc. 1s. 7 ½ d (1855); and here are 

the items of expenditure at a teachers' tea meeting in December, 1858 Cheese and beer 2s. 

3d; pudding and cake, 5s. 10d; beef and ham, 7s. 6d; bread and butter, 2s. 11d; tea and sugar 

and cream, 3s. 2d. 

Abbey Hill children had a 'Peace' celebration on May 29th, 1856, to celebrate the 

conclusion of the Crimean War. "Teachers and scholars assembled at 2 o'clock, joined the 

Church of England Schools, and walked in procession through the village after which they 

separated to take tea. After tea they were again assembled in a field kindly permitted by 

Mr. Congreve, the occupier, and amused themselves at games and play until 8 o'clock; after, 

they were again supplied with a piece of plum cake, an orange, a book, and some teetotal 
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drink called crystal, presented by Miss Ounsel; then they sang the Doxology and were dismissed". 

Each child and teacher had a book with a label affixed: "In commemoration of peace, by 

Abbey Hill, Kenilworth". The cost of the celebration was £4. 3s. 5d. raised by subscription. 

On a number of occasions the village was canvassed for children for the school. As a 

result of one of these canvasses it was reported on June 9th, 1856, that "the people living in 

Albion Row and Washbrook have but little self-respect, and disregard the observance of the 

Sabbath". In the district of Albion Row, Mill End, Washbrook, and Gravel Pits, there were 

then 120 inhabitants. Amongst other items we find that on August 2nd, 1860, the teachers gave 

the profit of their treat (4s. 7d), "towards gas fitting in the chapel". On Easter Monday (April 

6th), 1863, the school celebrated the marriage of the Prince of Wales (afterwards King Edward 

VII). In August, 1866, the teachers had their annual excursion to Aston, going by the 11 

o'clock train. On the 26th September, 1867, 118 children of the day and Sunday Schools were 

taken to the Midland Counties' Exhibition at Coventry. 

 

R E C O R D S  O F  T H E  I N D E P E N D E N T S  I N  K E N I L W O R T H   

1662 the Reverend William Maddocks was ejected from the Parish Church of St. 

Nicholas under the Act of Uniformity; of him little is known. He matriculated at Christ 

Church, Oxford, 10th November 1654, graduated B. A. October 1657 and M.A., 3rd July 1660. 

He was Vicar of Kenilworth in 1661. 

In November 1665 the Churchwardens of Kenilworth were presented in the 

Ecclesiastical Court for not receiving the Anglican sacrament the previous Easter. (Under the 

Corporation Act of 1661) and for allowing Maddocks, a nonconformist and excommunicate 

person, to preach in Kenilworth. It is not clear if Maddocks had continued to preach in the 

Parish Church, but in the words of the presentement, the Churchwardens were charged with 

employing as preacher, the minister ejected in 1662. Also in the list of incumbents of St. 

Nicholas Church the living was vacant until 1664 when James Chapman was restored. 

(Chapman was evicted at the beginning of the Commonwealth period). 

In any case Maddocks seems to have been quite active during this period and it 

was not until he came under the eye of justice that we read that Maddocks is said to have 

been "hotly pursued in the country" and to have hidden in a wood after his ejection. He 

is next heard of in London where he was licensed under the Declaration of Indulgence in 1672, as 

Presbyterian teacher (minister) in Bartholomew Lane and in the Spital; became minister of the 

church at Bermondsey, Surrey, in 1672 and was reported as preaching in Long-Walk 

Bermondsey in June 1678. After this date no more is known of Maddocks or any clear results 

of his ministry in Kenilworth. G. E. Evans in Midland Churches says "It is unlikely that Maddocks 

had any 
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direct part in the founding of this society, though doubtless the effects of his preaching in 

Kenilworth were such as helped the movement which resulted in the building of a small meeting 

house in 1705 (Rosemary Hill)". 

It is interesting to note that on Mr. Snelson's farm at Banner Hill, Rouncil  Lane, there is 

an ancient oak, alas now dead, marked on Ordnance Survey maps, as a "Gospel Oak". Whilst its 

site is under five miles from any Parish Church (see Five Mile Act, 1665), it would in those days 

be quite a remote area. I wonder! did Maddocks ever preach the word under its branches? 

At the County Quarter Sessions Epiphany 1671, Samuel Smith and widow Read were 

presented for keeping a conventicle of unspecified denomination in Smith's house. 

Of Meetings licensed in 1672 only two are recorded at the houses of William Wright 

and William Smith. 

During the next few years it has been estimated that Independents in Kenilworth numbered 

more than one quarter the population and it would seem that they enjoyed some measure of peace, 

for only five were presented at Lichfield from 1662 to 1684, whilst at the Quarter Sessions none 

at all for the years 1662 to 1682, but from 1682 to 1687 some 33 cases were presented. 

Of Meeting places registered at Warwickshire and Coventry Quarter Sessions 1689 -

1750 the following relate to Kenilworth:- 

 i Midsummer 1692      The Barn of Moses Robinson of Bedworth 

 ii Epiphany 1705       The house of John Arlidge 

iii Michaelmas 1706     The house lately erected for Samuel Turton 

i Epiphany 1707       Dwelling house of Nathaniel Hands 

i Midsummer 1730    House of Richard Goodall 

ii Epiphany 1732       Outhouse or barn in tenure or occupation of Richard Goodall and        .                       

.                              formerly in tenure of John Green 

 

 i Return of Dissenters Meeting House, 1689 - 1850 

 ii Order Books, 1690 - 1750 as above 

 iii Minute Books, 1690 - 1750 as above 

(in the keeping of the Clerk of the Peace, Shire Hall, Warwick) 

The first report of any regular congregation of Independents in Kenilworth is in 1692 

when a meeting was registered in the barn of Moses Robinson of Bedworth, the preacher was William 

Tong, Minister of the Great Meeting, Coventry, from 1690 to 1703, whose occasional preaching 

in the rural areas around Coventry is said to have laid the foundation of several meetings. 
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C. 1700 - Edward Warren  

In the Presbyterian Board minutes an annual allowance of £4 was ordered to be paid to 

the meetings in 1699. The name of Edward Warren appears in 1709 when he was displaced by 

Samuel Turton. The allowance was still being paid in 1722. 

1706 - 1728 - Samuel Turton  

From the preceding list emerges one significant entry and the point where our history 

takes on some semblance of order and stability. 1706 a meeting house "lately erected" was 

registered for Samuel Turton!  The son of the Rev. William Turton ejected curate of Rowley 

Regis, Staffs, came to Kenilworth as the first known minister of the  Rosemary Hill congregation 

in 1706; little is known of his birth or education. 

Mr. Turton was at Kenilworth when the first pastor of Vicar Lane Church, Coventry, 

was ordained here in 1725, the record being: "Thursday July 8th. This day Mr. Patrick Simson 

was solemnly set apart to the work of the ministry and the Pastoral Office at Kenilworth". 

Mr. Simson continued to be a faithful minister and pastor at Coventry for a period of 48 

years. It is also worthy of note that Mr. Simson's first assistant was a Kenilworth man, the 

Rev. Richard Alliott, who died at the early age of 30. Three of Mr. Alliott's sons were also in 

the ministry. One of these the Rev. Richard Alliott was pastor at Stratford upon Avon. Another 

Kenilworth native, the Rev. David W. Aston, had his first pastorate at Stratford and later was at 

Buckingham for 47 years. Mr. Turton died in 1728. 

1728 - 1735 - John Bassett 

(G. E. Evans list). This mentions Bassett as successor to Turton and in Vestiges suggests 

the possibility of relationship to Rev. Josiah Bassett 1683 - 1735, minister of Cradley, Staffs. If 

this is so then there would also be a connection with Rev. Josiah Bassett ejected curate of 

Exhall, near Coventry. 1662. In Transactions Congregational Historical Society volume 154, a 

Josiah Bassett is listed as student at Findern Academy, Derbyshire, under the Rev. Ebenezer 

Latham, and later minister at Kenilworth. This could be an error for John. 

1735 - 1736 - Samuel Philips  

Was educated for the ministry at Stratford upon Avon; appointed to Kenilworth 

Midsummer 1735, removed to Bromsgrove, Worcs. 1736, ordained there June 1740 and still 

pastor in 1768. 

1739 - 1750 - John Kirkpatrick, M. A.  

Born at Irongray, Dumfries, this man was supposedly educated at Glasgow University 

and an M. A. of that place, but his name has not been found in Matriculation Rolls, etc. , nor 

is there any record of any charge until he came to Bedworth, Warwicks. , as assistant to the Rev. 

Julius Saunders; his settlement is undated, but queried as c. 1724. He succeeded to the pastorate 

at Bedworth and the tutorship of the Academy there c. 1730 and continued until his 
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death, apparently in 1750, though not precisely dated. Sibree & Caston give details of him 

and his work at Bedworth, but have no reference to him in connection with Kenilworth. 

Evans, however, gives him as pastor at Rosemary Hill 1739 - 50. 

It is obviously far from clear just what relationship existed between the Rev. John 

Kirkpatrick and the churches at Bedworth and Kenilworth. It would not have been impossible 

for a dual charge of two churches some 12 - 13 miles apart, one south, the other north of Coventry 

through which he would almost certainly have had to pass from one to the other. 

Samuel Lucas  

The son of a small freeholder and wool merchant near Kilsby, Northants, whose father 

was one of the Trustees of Kilsby Independent Chapel in 1754, was a student at Northampton 

Academy under Philip Doddridge, D.D. , and for a short time assistant to Dr. Doddridge in the 

Academy, afterwards became Minister at Kenilworth. No dates are given, but he appears in 

J. Hunter, Familiae Minorum Gentium as Lucas, Samuel, V.D.M. Kenilworth and is mentioned 

in Job Orton's Letters to Dissenting Ministers as one of Doddridge Is students, "brought up to the 

ministry but his health not permitting his continuance in it, he went into trade". 

1755 - 1800 - Josiah Corrie 

Educated at Carmarthen, Presbyterian College, settled as minister at Frome, Somerset 

1747 - 5S, when he removed to Kenilworth and remained there until his death, 1st June 1800, 

aged 75. An obituary notice in the monthly magazine for 1800 reads. "June 1st, at Kenilworth, 

aged 75, the Rev. Josiah Corrie, who had been 45 years pastor of the congregation of Protestant 

Dissenters there". This period of service, the longest in the record of Abbey Hill Church, 

covers the period during the declining years of the ministry of Josiah Corrie when the break 

away to the Barn on Abbey Hill and the later formation in 1792 of the Independent Church of 

Abbey Hill took place, thus establishing the link with the earlier Independent Church. 

1800 - 1816 - Thomas Birkett  

Born at St. Ives, Hunts, 2nd Sept. 1756, educated at Daventry Academy 1775, minister 

of Great Meeting, Hinckley, Leics. 1779-83; Old Meeting, Buckingham 1783-96; New 

Meeting, Bedford 1796-1800; Kenilworth 1800-1816, retired to Buckingham 1817 and died 

7th December 1833, buried at Coventry. After his retirement from Kenilworth he kept a 

school in Buckingham. 

The Rev. Thomas Birkett was an independent and during his pastorate at Rosemary Hill 

the Independents who had seceded in 1787 but had no regular pastor reunited, along with a few 

Baptists. His successor, however, was a Unitarian and the Independents again withdrew and though 

it is far from clear they would seem to have met for a time "in a room in the lower part of the 

town" belonging to a Mrs. Lunt, until on the 25th November 1828 the foundation stone of a new 

chapel near the old barn on Abbey Hill was laid by the Rev. John Sibree of Coventry, and the 

building was opened on the 14th July 1829. A regular congregational ministry has been sustained 

from that time. 
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The succeeding ministers were all Unitarian and do not belong to the Abbey Hill 

Congregational Church antecedents, but are inserted below to complete the record. 

1819-1820 John Ludd Fenner 

1820 -1826 Samuel Wood 

1826-1850 William Field of Warwick 

1850-1854 John Gordon 

1854-1860 Daniel Davies Jeremy 

1860 -1865 George Heaviside 

1865 -1891 John William Lake, with Warwick. 

The Old Meeting House being in a delapidated state, was pulled down and rebuilt in 

1845. It now serves the community as the Priory Theatre. 

1787 - 1800 - James Moody 

Born, London 1756, educated at Hoxton Academy, Middlesex: pastor at Brook Street, 

Warwick, 1781 - 1806, ordained 1783. Died 22nd November 1806. 

1787 - 1800 - George Burder  

Born, London, 5th June 1752. Son of Mr. Henry Burder, deacon of Fetter Lane Church: 

student at the Royal Academy, as engraver, but became itinerant evangelist in Shropshire, Staffs. 

etc. Pastor, Ulverston, Lancs. 1776, High St. Lancaster, 1778-83, West Orchard Coventry 

1783-1803. Secretary of London Missionary Society and editor of Evangelical Magazine 

1803 and pastor Fetter Lane, London 1803-32. Died 27th May 1832. 

1787-1800 - Jonathan Evans 

Born Coventry, 1748. A ribbon manufacturer and member of West Orchard Church, 

Coventry and for thirty years a preacher in the villages of Warwickshire. Supplied Foleshill, 

Coventry, from 1782 and became stated pastor there 1795 - 1809 while continuing in business. 

Died 31st August 1809. 

1787 - 1800 - Joel Maurice 

Born 1740, educated at Carmarthen Presbyterian College on the Congregational Fund 1763-

67. Minister at Stretton under Fosse, Warwicks 1770-97. Resigned Stretton and supplying 

Kenilworth 1796-7; Old Meeting, West Bromwich, Staffs, 1797-1807. Died 27th December, 

1807.   The preceding ministers helped by other supplies to establish the Independent Congregational 

Church on Abbey Hill, during the difficult period following the secession. 

1800 - 1816 - Thomas Burkitt  

Jointly with Rosemary Hill congregation to which the Abbey Hill community returned 

pro. tem. (see Rosemary Hill Church)  

1816-1829 - Supplied by local ministers and others. 
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T H E  C H U R C H  O N  A B B E Y  H I L L  

From meeting in an old barn to meeting in a properly constructed chapel was a great step. The 
foundation stone of this chapel (now known as the schoolroom) was laid by the Rev. John Sibree, 
of Coventry, on the 25th November, 1828. On the 14th July, 1829, the chapel was publicly 

opened, sermons being preached by Messrs. Binks and Thongar, of Birmingham, and Dr. Ross of 
Kidderminster. The devotional exercises were conducted by Messrs. Bowton, Percy, Coles, 
Franklin, Dix, Jerard and Sibree. This chapel had a gallery at the back, and provided seating 
accommodation for about 300 persons.  

COPY 

 

7th day of July 1829 

                         MR. JAMES WHITTEM, THE REV. J. JERARD AND 

                      THE REV. J. SIBREE 

- to - 

TRUSTEES 

CONVEYANCE 

of a piece of land and Meeting House at Kenilworth in trust for a Congregation of 

Independent Dissenters. 

THIS INDENTURE made the seventh day of July in the year of our Lord One thousand eight 

hundred and twenty nine BETWEEN JAMES WHITTEM of the City of Coventry Currier 

JOHN JERARD Minister of the Gospel and JOHN SIBREE Minister of the Gospel both of the same City 

of the first part the said JOHN JERARD JOHN SIBREE NATHANIEL ROWTON Minister of the 

Gospel THOMAS BERRY Ribbon Manufacturer ROBERT STEANE Ribbon Manufacturer JOHN 

DICKISON the elder Builder JOHN DICKISON the younger Builder DAVID PACKWOOD Grocer JOHN 

SCAMPTON Grocer and RICHARD BAINARD Coal Merchant all of the same City The Reverend 

THOMAS DIX of Bedworth in the County of Warwick Dissenting Minister and NATHAN WHILE of 

Kenilworth in the same County Mealman of the second part and THOMAS SHEFFIELD of the said City 

of Coventry Ribbon Manufacturer of the third part WITNESSETH that in consideration of One hundred 

pounds sterling to the said James Whittem John Jerard and John Sibree paid by the said Nathaniel 

Rowton Thomas Berry Robert Steane John Dickison the elder John Dickison the younger David 

Packwood John Scampton Richard Bainard Thomas Dix and Nathan While receipt whereof is hereby 

acknowledge And also in consideration of ten shillings sterling to the said James Whittem John Jerard 

and John Sibree paid by the said Thomas Sheffield the receipt whereof is also herby acknowledged 

THEY the said James Whittem John Jerard and John Sibree at the request and by the direction of the 

said Nathaniel Rowton Thomas Berry Robert Steane John Dickison the elder John Dickison the 

younger David Packwood John Scampton and Richard Bainard DO and every of them DOTH 

Grant bargain sell alien and release unto the said Thomas Sheffield (in his actual possession) 
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now being by virtue of the bargain and Sale hereunto annexed and to his heirs ALL that piece or 

parcel of land containing five hundred square yards or thereabouts as now marked staked or fenced 

out situate and being in the Parish of Kenilworth in the County of Warwick at or near to a place 

called the Abbey Hill now or heretofore part of an Orchard Garden or backside belonging to or 

occupied with a certain Messuage or Tenement late the property of John Perkins herefore of 

Kenilworth aforesaid Tanner afterwards of William Perkins his Son and now of Thomas Kebitt 

which said Land hereby granted and released is bounded by other parts of the said Orchard and 

Garden or backside remaining property of the said Thomas Kebitt and by a field late the property 

of Bayes Cotton Esq. deceased on all or most sides or parts thereof And also a right of road 

eleven feet wide for all purposes for ever hereafter to and from the said Land and hereditaments 

hereby granted and released from out of the public street or road there called Abbey Hill 

Together with All that Chapel or Meeting House lately erected and built upon the said piece of 

land and all ways foot and other roads paths passages waters watercourses profits privileges 

advantages and appurtenances to the said hereditaments belonging or appertaining And all 

Reversions and Remainders Rents issued and profits of in to or out of the same And all the Estate 

right title interest use trust claim and demands wharsoever of them the said James Whittem 

John Jerard John Sibree of and in the said hereditaments with the appurtenances TO HAVE 

AND TO HOLD the said hereditaments hereby released with the appurtenances unto the said 

Thomas Sheffield and his heirs TO THE USE of the said John Jerard John Sibree 

Nathaniel Rowton Thomas Berry Robert Steane John Dickison the elder John Dickison the 

younger David Packwood John Scampton Richard Bainard Thomas Dix and Nathan While their 

heirs and assigns UPON TRUST at all times hereafter to permit the said Meeting House and 

premises to be used as a place of Public Worship for the service of Almighty God by Protestant 

Dissenters from the established Church of the Congregational persuasion commonly called 

Independents and to permit such person of that persuasion only to officiate as stated Minister 

from time to time as shall have been duly elected to that Office by a Majority of Members for 

the time being of the Church of Christ belonging to and usually assembling in the said Meeting 

House to be convened in the manner hereinafter mentioned PROVIDED ALWAYS that if a ny 

stated Minister shall become immoral or preach or maintain doctrines or sentiments contrary 

to the Gospel and those recognised by Independents and by these presents that then the 

Majority of the Members of the said Church may call a Meeting of the Members by written notice 

expressly stating the purpose of such Meeting and to be sent by post or otherwise to the 

usual place or abode of each Member at least fourteen days before the day of Meeting and at such 

Meeting a majority of the Members assembled (provided such meeting be attended by two-thirds 

in number of the said Church) shall be at liberty to remove such Minister from the 

Pastoral Office PROVIDED FURTHER that if it shall happen that there shall not be any church 

assembling in the said Meetinghouse as aforesaid that then the same powers of election and 

removal shall be vested in the Majority of the Trustees for the time being AND IT IS HEREBY 

DECLARED that no person shall be permitted to officiate as stated Minister in the said Meetinghouse 

without first (and afterwards when ever required by a Majority of the said Church) professing 

and declaring by writing under his hand that he is a Dissenter from the established Church and 

of the Independent or Congregational persuasion and that he believes in the unity of the Godhead, 

the Divinity of … 
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Christ, the atonement made by His death for Sin, the Divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit 

the necessity of the spirit Influence for the illumination of the understanding and renovation 

of the Heart, the plenary inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and the divine appointment of Infant 

Baptism and unless he maintains those sentiments and doctrines and also those which are 

generally termed Calvinistic and contained in the larger and shorter Catechism of the assembly 

Divines held at Westminster and unless he produces satisfactory testimonials of his being a Godly 

Man and undertake and engage to preach in the said Meetinghouse twice on every Sabbath Day 

and at such other times as shall be agreed upon except when prevented by illness or other sufficient 

cause And it is hereby declared that the Assembly's Catechism shall be taught in any school 

connected with the said Chapel or Meetinghouse AND UPON THIS FURTHER TRUST that the 

said Trustees do and shall at any time or times if the same shall be deemed necessary within one 

year from the date hereof raise any Sum of money not exceeding the sum of Three hundred pounds 

by Mortgage of the said Meetinghouse and premises towards paying and discharging the expenses 

incurred in purchasing the Land and building the said Meetinghouse PROVIDED FURTHER and the 

Trustees hereby appointed are hereby authorised and empowered to increase the present Trustees if 

they shall think proper to the number of Sixteen and that afterwards and as often as the Trustees for 

the time being shall be reduced to seven in number then the Minister or Pastor or Members of the 

said Church or any of them are hereby empowered and required to call a Meeting of the 

Members of the said Church in manner hereinbefore prescribed and at such Meeting a Majority of the 

said Members then assembled shall elect so many other persons being Protestant dissenters of the 

Independent or Congregational persuasion who shall then be Members of and in full communion 

with some Congregational Church as together with the remaining Trustees shall make up the 

number of sixteen at the least And in case there shall not be any Church then assembling in the 

said Meetinghouse then such power of electing new Trustees shall be vested in the said remaining 

Trustees or the Majority of them under such regulations as aforesaid and immediately after such 

election the said Meetinghouse hereditaments and premises and all other the Trust property 

which may be vested in the said remaining Trustees shall be so conveyed as that the same may 

be vested in the newly elected Trustees and the said remaining Trustees their heirs and assigns 

Upon the Trusts and for the purposes aforesaid PROVIDED) ALWAYS that no persons shall at any 

time be eligible to be appointed a Trustee unless he shall be of unimpeachable moral Character 

and Conduct and unless he shall sign a like declaration to that required to be signed by the 

Minister or Pastor as to his belief of the doctrines hereinbefore mentioned and in case any Trustee 

shall at any time when required by the Majority of the said Church or by his co-Trustees refuse 

to sign such declaration or in the judgement of two thirds of his co-Trustees have become immoral in 

conduct every such person shall together be disqualified from acting as Trustee and another shall be 

appointed in his stead and such disqualified Trustee shall when required convey and transfer all the 

Trust Estate and premises so as that the same may be vested in the Trustees to be chosen 

instead of such disqualified Trustee jointly with the other Trustees or in such other Trustee or in 

case other Trustees only as the case may require and in his or their heirs executors administrators 

and assigns upon the trusts aforesaid And in case any such disqualified Trustee shall refuse to 

execute a Conveyance of the Trust Estate and premises when tendered to him for execution that 

then all the Costs Charges and Expenses as between Attorney and client of an application to the 

Court of Chancery for an Order and all or any other proceedings … 
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to compel such disqualified Trustee to execute such Conveyance shall be paid and borne by such 

disqualified Trustee. 

IN WITNESS whereof the said parties to the presents have hereunto set their hands and seals and 

day and year first above written. 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED by the within named ) 

 James Whittem John Jerard and John Sibree in the presence of.— 

Henry Edwards 

Samuel Dyall 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED by all the other parties to 

the within Deed in the presence of.- 

Henry Edwards  

Samuel Dyall 

 

 

James Whittem (LS ) 

John Jerard   (LS) 

John Sibree (LS) 

Nathan While (LS) 

Nathaniel Rowton (LS) 

Thomas Berry (LS) 

Robert Steane (LS) 

John Dickison (LS) Senior 

John Dickison (LS) Junior 

Dav id  Packwood  ( I S )  

John Scampton (LS) 

Richard Bainard (LS) 

Thomas Dix  ( IS )  

 1829 - 1830 - Henry Edwards   

Educa ted at Highbury College, 1826-29. Kenilworth 1829-30, Thetford, Norfolk 

1830. Possibly the man of these names at Long Sutton, Lincs, 1835-44 when he joined the 

Church of England. 

1831 -1832 - David Blow 

Born 1805, educated Hoxton Academy 1825, transferred to Highbury College, Middlesex 

1826-29. Matlock, Derbys. 1829. Kenilworth April 1831 to December 1832, when resigned 

on health grounds, Glamorgan Street, Brecon, 1833-43, where a church was built on his garden 

in the Bulwark and a new one in 1839, when he sold the property for use as a residential 

theological college, for which purpose it was used until Brecon Memorial College was built: Co-

pastor Monmouth 1843-47, St. Leonard's, Sussex 1847-48. Retired London, where he died 

28th July 1878, aged 73, 

1833 - 1837 - Joseph Fowler West 

Born Rotherhithe, Surrey, 1780. Educated at Hoxton Academy, Middx, 1807-10, 

Chigwell Row, Essex 1810-23; Sutton Valence, Kent, 1823-33, Kenilworth 1833-37. Visitor 

of Christian Instruction Society, Bermondsey 1838-54 when retired. Died Rotherhithe 18th July 

1862. 
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1838-1876 - John Button  

Born Ely, Cambs. 19th October 1809. Educated Highbury College, Middx. 1829-33. 

Whitchurch, Salop 1833-38, ordained 1834. Kenilworth 1838-76. 

Of Mr. Button we read, no man lived to be connected with nonconformity in Kenilworth, 

more than he, who was at one period the secretary of the County Union, and Master of the Arlidge 

Charity School. 

Peace and progress were enjoyed during his pastorate, much improvement was effected in 

the arrangements of the endowed school, and it was greatly owing to the exertions of Mr. Button 

and his friends that funds were raised for the erection of the new chapel. He took the fullest 

interest in everything connected with the town, gaining the respect of all. Among other 

meetings it is said that for thirty years he was never absent from the annual parish dinner. He 

was ever willing to promote any good undertaking by ready help, and by useful counsel or advice 

and his fund of witty anecdotes, his lively conversation and extensive knowledge made him a 

welcome guest at the board of some of the best families. 

It was during Mr. Button's pastorate that the first Sunday School was formed. In his latter 

days he sometimes took duty at the Arlidge school when there was no resident master. It was 

during one of these periods that the following tale was told: there were fields behind the boys' and 

girls' schools then, and on this occasion sixteen of the boys followed the hounds to the station instead 

of staying in school. It was 3 o'clock when they returned, and Mr. Button was awaiting them - with a 

blackthorn! "Where have you been?" he asked. "With the hounds sir", was the reply. "I will 

give you hounds, ''  he answered, and he did. Each of the sixteen felt the blackthorn, the 

thrashing being regulated according to the age of the boy. 

Mr. Button passed away, somewhat suddenly, on Sunday afternoon February 22nd, 1885. 

It was, by request, a quiet funeral when the old pastor was laid to rest in the same grave as his 

wife, in the Parish Churchyard, the Vicar of Kenilworth (the Rev. A. J. Binnie) officiating. 

A tablet on the walls of Abbey Hill Church records: "In loving memory of the Rev. John 

Button, for 38 years pastor of the Independent Church in Kenilworth, and Head Master of the Arlidge 

Charity School. He was a faithful minister, an accomplished teacher, a good citizen, 

a firm and genial friend. Born at Ely, October 19th, 1809. Died at Kenilworth, February 22nd, 

1885. This tablet is erected by members of the congregation and other friends and admirers". 

This tablet was the work of Mr. Thomas Cotterill, of Park Road, and was fixed in position in 

1887. The cost (£14. 7s. 0d. ) was raised by subscription. 

T H E  P R E S E N T  C H U R C H  

The foundation stone of the present chapel was laid by Mr. Alfred Keep, of Edgbaston, 

on 6th August 1872, and on Monday, June 9th, 1873, the opening services were held, when the 

sermon was preached by the Rev. A. Raleigh, D. D. , of London. The seating accommodation 

in the new chapel was for nearly 500. 

 



23. 

The following is the account for the building of the present church:- 
 

(Contract for Chapel) £1,402. 0. 0. 

Front 120. 0. 0. 

Architect 75. 0. 0. 

Gas Fitting 55. 7. 2. 

Heating Apparatus 52. 0. 0. 

Fittings &Blinds 110. 0. 0. 

 £1, 814. 7. 2. 

 

1877 - Frederick Stephens  

Born Dingle, Co. Kerry, 1824, son of Rev. Francis Stephens of the Irish Methodist 

Church. Frederick became candidate for the Methodist Ministry in 1844 and served in it in 

Ireland until 1851. He entered the English congregational ministry as pastor at Greenfield, 

Bradford, Yorks 1853-55. Retford, Notts. 1855-56; St. James, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

185661; Trinity Croydon, Surrey, 1862 -70. Without charge, Forest Hill , S. E. 1870-

73; Ebenezer, Steelhouse Lane, Birmingham, 1873-76. Accepted pastorate at Kenilworth, 

April 1877, but resigned on 14th May. Secretary Springhill College, Birmingham 1875 

and secretary of the Warwickshire Congregational Union 1877-94, having been co-secretary 

187476. He retired to Wandsworth, Surrey and died there 25th March, 1908. 

The Rev. Frederick Stephens accepted the pastorate to commence on 8th April and we 

read from church records "and after that, as soon as I conveniently can, I shall come to reside 

in your neighbourhood", he wrote, but on May 14th the same year, Mr. Stephens resigned, 

Unfortunately, during this period the church and the Sunday School had a grievous dispute upon 

the question of the pastor's position over the school, Neither would give way, the result being 

that all the teachers resigned and the school was closed. Mr. Stephens declined to withdraw 

his resignation, though a memorial was presented to him signed by one hundred members of the 

church and congregation. Mr. Stephens stated that the school question was not the only one that 

caused him to resign; there were difficulties in connection with the governorship of the Arlidge's 

Charity and also he had not been able to secure a house either in Kenilworth or Milverton to 

which he could bring his family, and he did not see any prospects of obtaining a house unless he 

had one built, and that would involve a delay of many months. The housing shortage in Kenilworth 

would appear to be no new problem. 

In September two deacons resigned, and a committee of management was appointed 

to hold office until such time as a pastor could be settled over the congregation. 
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After the resignation of Mr. Stephens there were serious consultations with respect to 

filling the vacant pastorate, and at the request of the Church and congregation, the Rev. E. H. 

Delf, of Coventry, came and presided over the meetings. They were fortunately led to invite 

the Rev. J. Hardwick Smith, B.A. 

1877 - 1880 - John Hardwick Smith, B.A.  

Son of the Rev. John Thomas Smith 1798 - 1872. Educated at New College, London. B. 

A. , London 1850. He was at Highbury College in 1849 which replaced Hoxton Academy i 1826 

and was one of the institutions united to form New College in 1850. Stokesley, Yorks, 1852-54; 

Rusholme, Manchester 1854-56, Maiden Newton, Dorset 1858-63 and assistant to his father at 

Weymouth and Sydling, who had an oversight of this cause; kept a flourishing school at 

Weymouth until 1877. Kenilworth 1877-80. Retired, and died Oxford 25th November, 1886. 

His only son, Rev. Norman Hardwick Smith, M. A. (Cant. et Oxon) was born at 

Maiden Newton, 26th December 1859: St. John's College, Cambridge 1880, B. A. , 1884, 

incorporated at Oxford 1887 and M. A. 1887; Second master, Hinckley Grammar School, 

Leics., 1883-5, when entered New College, London, 1885, removing to Mansfield College, 

Oxford 1886-88: Tutor at Mansfield College 1885-89 and Bursar of the College 1889-1924, 

when retired. He died at Oxford 31st May 1932. 

The Rev. John Hardwick Smith accepted the call and commenced what proved to be a 

happy ministry, on Sunday November 25th 1877. The new pastor found the church with a debt of 

£400 still standing on the building fund, but with vigour he set to work to remove this, and was so 

successful that the debt soon disappeared. Amongst the business done during this period was the 

following: "June 23rd, 1880, the office of chapel keeper and sexton being vacant, it was 

resolved that Mr. Checkley have the office subject to agreement". This is the only instance 

where mention is made of a sexton and one wonders what his duties in connection with a church 

which has not, and apparently never had, a burial ground attached to it . It has been suggested 

that the present chapel is erected over what was a burial ground, but there is no evidence to 

support this theory. The pastorate was again vacant at the end of 1880, when a special effort 

was made to get back into fellowship those members who had left during the unpleasant period some 

three years previously. 

1880-1889 - John Naylor, B. A. 

Born Halifax, Yorks. 4th March, 1837. In business there and at Kidderminster with his 

brother Mr. Joseph Naylor, J, P. He then entered Springhill College, Birmingham 1859-65. Springhill 

College, Birmingham was transferred to Oxford and became Mansfield College. B.A., London 

1864, appointed by London Missionary Society to Calcutta and ordained at Zion Church, 

Halifax. Mr. Naylor returned to England from Calcutta in April, 1875, owing to ill health and 

after some service as deputation resigned from the Society, January 1877. Became pastor at 

Kenilworth 1879-89; St. Austell, Cornwall 1889-1900; retired but subsequently took the pastorate 

at Minehead, Somerset 1904-9. Died at Clent, 23rd November, 1926. 
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During Mr. Naylor's pastorate there were sixty-nine church members and fifty-three 

subscribers for a hundred-and-seven sittings. The recognition services of the new minister were 

held under the presidency of Mr. Delf, on January 25th 1881, other neighbouring ministers also 

being present. 

Mr. Naylor proved an able man and drew a good congregation. A two days' sale of 

work in September, 1888 which was opened by the Mayor of Leamington, realised £37. 19s. 2d. 

Mr. Naylor announced on September 5th, 1889, that he had received and accepted a cordial invitation 

to the pastorate of the congregational church at St, Austell, and his ministry would close at the 

end of that month. In accepting the resignation, the church committee recorded their deep 

sense of obligation conferred on the church and congregation by Mr. Naylor's ministry and 

pastoral care during the last nine years, and their sincere hope that the blessing of God may crown 

his efforts here, and be with him in his new sphere of labour. 

1890 - David Basil Martin, M.A.. and others  

Born 1858, second son of the Rev. David Martin 1814-85 of Whitefield's Chapel, London 

and George Street, Oxford. Matriculated at Oxford as a non-collegiate student 13th October 

1877, aged 19. B.A.,1881., M. A.1884, having subsequently been a theological student at 

New College, London, 1881-84. Pastor at Wardour Street, London, 1884-85; Hawley 

Road, Kentish Town, assistant 1885-88 and pastor 1888-90, when he entered Mansfield College, 

Oxford as a research student taking the oversight of Kenilworth in his first year. 

There was another period of supplies, never a healthy time for a church, and at length 

it was felt some definite steps should be taken to fill the vacant pastorate. Accordingly, the 

advice of Dr. Fairbairn of Oxford, was sought, and the Rev. D. Basil Martin, M.A., and other 

students from Mansfield, took charge until the end of 1890. 

The statement of accounts for the year ending 31st December 1890 shows that the weekly 

offerings totalled £53. 13s, 5d, and quarterly subscriptions £6. 10s., the finances were satisfactory 

for the balance in hand had increased from £4. 9s. to £22. 10s. 10d. 

1891 - 1902 - George Field 

Born Gooderstone, Norfolk, 1862. Educated Nottingham Congregational Institute, 

Paton College, 1887-91: Kenilworth 1891-1902; Throop and Moordown, Hants, 1902-21; 

Benson Free Church and Tetsworth, Oxon 1921-24; Clavering, Essex 1925-34; retired, died 

20th December 1949, aged 87. 

At the beginning of 1891 the church approached Dr. Paton, of Nottingham Congrega-

tional Institute with a view to securing a student whom they might eventually invite to the pastorate. 

Professor Bumby, then acting principal, supplied the pulpit for a Sunday or two and on February 

22nd, Mr. George Field, a senior student supplied the church as a candidate for the pastorate, 

repeating his visit on March 15th and April 5th. A special church meeting held on April 23rd 

with some trepidation and shaking of heads, gave the call to Mr. Field. He had always preached 

with acceptance to them, but - he was young, and there were some doubts … 
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regarding his age and experience, Yet there must have been something charming in the young 
student, for he was given a unanimous call. 

He commenced his work at Abbey Hill on 20th July, 1891, and there was never any 
reason for the Church to question the wisdom of the choice they then made. A most cordial and 

enthusiastic welcome was accorded Mr. Field, and on December 2nd his ordination to  the 
Christian ministry was publicly held. Three solemn and impressive services were well attended 
by a large number of the townspeople, the ministers taking part in the devotional exercises 
included the Rev. J. Sillicks (Leamington), Frederick Stephens (Birmingham), H. E. Bottomley 

(Coventry); T, B. Sainbury, B. A. (Duxford, Cambridge), Mr. Field's old pastor, and the Rev. J. A. 
Mitchell, B. A. (Lecturer on Church History at Nottingham, and afterwards Secretary of the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales), also Mr. Richard Skutt, the able and esteemed 
Church Secretary. 

In the October of 1893, Mr. Field married Miss Miriam Custerson, of Whittlesford, 
Cambridge, and both were heartily welcomed to a tea on the 14th November, when they were 
presented with a purse of £30 as a wedding gift. The following year, the Church considered the 
question of erecting a minister's house, but the project did not materialise, other structural' 

alterations being considered at the same time. It was stated that a Minister's house would 
require probably not less than £350, 

During the years that followed Mr. Field's ordination a quiet, steady work was accom-
plished. Fortnightly meetings were commenced at Burton Green, and were continued until he 

resigned the pastorate. In May 1894 it was resolved to erect the present choir gallery at the 
southern end of the chapel, at an estimated cost of £200, in addition to £50 for removal and 
reconstruction of the organ, but not to commence the work until half the estimated cost was in 
hand. Plans were accordingly prepared by Messrs. Steane, of Coventry (the original architects of 

the chapel), and in September of 1894, a successful bazaar was opened by Lord Leigh of 
Stoneleigh Abbey, and soon the requisite amount was in hand. The work of building was 
entrusted to Messrs. Smith and Sons of Kenilworth. The re-opening services were held on 

August 8th, 1895, conducted by the Rev, W. J. Woods, B. A, , of London. A service of praise was 
carried out by the choir of Spencer Street Chapel, Leamington, under the presidency of the 
pastor. At the tea 140 sat down. The proceeds amounted to £20, 

The 1896 balance sheet showed on the General Fund that during the year weekly 

offerings totalled £105. 4s. 3d; quarterly subscriptions £3. 19s. 0d; the collections for the Sunday 
School realised £5. 15s. 1d. and for the London Missionary Society £13. 0s. 1d. A debit balance 
of £1, 16s. 4 ½ d. was transformed into a balance in hand of £7. 1s. 1 ½  d. There was a welcome 
contribution of £100 to the Chapel Improvement Fund from the Trustees of the Holly Walk 

Congregational Church, Leamington, that cause having been given up. The architect and builders 
were then paid off in full. There was also a balance of over £40 from a sale of work held in aid of 
the Chapel Renovation Fund. 

Mr, Field's outside work was varied. He was one of the first members of the Urban 

District Council, of which he was Vice-Chairman; a member of the Board of Guardians for six 
years; the representative of the Joint Hospital Board, and member of the Schoo l Attendance 
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. Committee. For some years he was the Honorary Secretary to the Science and Arts Classes, 

numerously attended, and held in the Abbey Hill School buildings. After the devastating flood 

that deluged Mill End on the last day of the old century Mr. Field was also appointed Secretary to 

the local Relief Committee. In the farmhouse at Burton Green, where the fortnightly services 

were conducted, a gathering of earnest worshippers met with Mr. Field from time to time, and 

they usually found their way to Abbey Hill for the Sunday services. 

Towards the close of 1901 Mr. Field, feeling that a change of pastorate might be beneficial 

to himself and to the Church at Abbey Hill, he was invited to preach at Throop, near Bournemouth. 

Two visits, one in October and one in December, resulted in a call  to the oversight of that 

Church. This he accepted in the month of February. Mr. Field preached his farewell sermons 

on Sunday March 23rd, 1902, and on the following evening a farewell tea and meeting was 

arranged, when a public "Good-bye" was extended to Mr. Field and to Mr. Obed Woods. The 

latter, as one of the deacons of the Church, Superintendent of the Sunday Schools, and one of 

his faithful allies, had stood by the pastor as a true and kind friend for ten years and a half. Mr. 

Woods left Kenilworth for India and Mr. Field left for the South of England. 

1902 - 1908 - Charles Henry Statham  

Born Manchester, 7th January 1867, trained Paton College, Nottingham 1882-92; 

Kirkby Lonsdale, Westmorland 1892-1902; Kenilworth 1902-08, December. Persham, New 

South Wales 1909-14; Paignton, Devon 1914-16. Died 13th September, 1916. 

The Rev. Charles H. Statham was another pastor who found a happy residence in 

Kenilworth, and was beloved and respected by all. One still hears the story told of how even the 

gallery was crowded when his recognition services were held. A fellow student with Mr. George 

Field, he came to Abbey Hill after having held the pastorate of the Congregational Church at 

Kirkby Lonsdale, a beautiful Westmorland village. He came here in October 1902. In 1904 Mr. 

Statham reported the year had been one of blessing and progress. The services had been well 

attended, Christian Endeavour and Band of Hope meetings well maintained, and the Men's Institute 

had been quietly accomplishing its object. The weekly offerings totalled £134. 18s. 10d. (?) 

Amongst the deaths recorded during that year were those of Mr. John Boddington, aged 90 years, 

and Miss Hutton, aged 82 years. Also on May 30th, 1908, there passed away Mr. Henry 

Hickman, who for 66 years was a member of the Choir, and for many years a member of the 

Church Committee. 

The Church, we understand, knew no more prosperous period in the past than during 

Mr. Statham's ministry. He was exceptionally a "young people's minister", and was a keen and 

enthusiastic sportsman. A cricket club, a gymnasium and a splendid Bible Class were begun, 

and flourished during his pastorate. Mr. Statham had this to his credit - that when he left 

Abbey Hill in December, 1908, for Petersham, Sydney, New South Wales, the Church affairs 

and organisations were in a more satisfactory state than they had been at the conclusion of any 

other ministry the Church until then had known. 
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1909-17 - Charles Llewellyn Allen  

Born Bristol, 24th October, 1854: trained Cheshunt College, Herts,  Daventry, 

Northants, 1880-87; Highbury Chapel, Birmingham 1887-99; Broadway, Worcs, 1899-1902; 

Congleton, Cheshire, 1902-09. Kenilworth 1909-17; Hay Mills, Birmingham, 1917-23; 

Cam. Glos. 1923-33. Died 1st February, 1933. 

The Rev. Llewellyn Allen subsequently followed Mr. Statham as minister of Abbey Hill 

Church, having received a call from Congleton, Cheshire, and commencing his pastorate here 

in May 1909. Mr. Allen had previously held the pastorate of Highbury Church, Birmingham, 

where he had succeeded the popular Dr. Charles Leach, M.P.  A most acceptable preacher and 

a man of varied gifts, one who both in personal appearance and preaching style was 

reminiscent of the great Dr. Joseph Parker, Mr. Allen impressed his hearers in Abbey Hill by his 

learned addresses, and won for himself the respect and confidence of "the sermontasters". His 

ministry was marred - like many other ministries - by the terrible war, which depleted the 

congregation and made Church progress well-nigh impossible. Nevertheless, he will be remembered 

by many who delighted in hearing a well-informed man in the pulpit as one of the most capable 

and most attractive preachers Abbey Hill Church has ever been privileged to have. Mr. Allen, in 

April, 1917, accepted a call to Hay Mills Church, Birmingham. 

1918-24 - William Stuart Scott  

Born Belfast, 1888; trained at Westminster Theological Hall, Vancouver, B. C. 

Missionary of Canadian Presbyterian Church, Alaska; Clifton Park Congregational Church, 

Belfast, 1917-18; United Free Church, Lisburn, N. Ireland, brief;  Kenilworth 1918-24, 

taking Congregational Union Examinations; Stratford, London, E. 1924-39; Bar Church, 

Scarborough, Yorks. 1939-56. Died 27th February, 1956. 

Coming to Kenilworth at a time when Abbey Hill Church had, owing to the long vacancy 

(during which Mr. A. C. Summers, Secretary, and Mr. L. Thornett, Treasurer, did splendid 

service) fallen into a delicate state of financial and spiritual health, Mr. Scott so impressed the 

congregation by his preaching powers that after two Sundays' ministry he was given a unanimous 

call. To this he responded, and from the time of his taking up the charge he put in some 

vigorous propaganda work, being active outside the pulpit as well as drawing full churches by his 

active personality. Mr. Scott found, right at the beginning of his ministry, that there were 

special difficulties to be overcome, principally owing to the Great War having just come to an 

end, and the prospects of building up a congregation remote and questionable, but he was just the 

pastor to welcome young men back after demobilisation, and as the months passed he had the 

satisfaction of seeing the Church grow in numbers and the finances greatly improve, the collections 

springing from 25s to £5 per Sunday in less. than a year. There was a "rousing of the dry bones" 

and a few innovations. Mr. Scott not only possessing literary talent and a clear fluent style in 

delivery, but his enthusiasm was contagious. A natural poet and lover of music, he had the great 

merit of being able to strike the right chord at the right time. 
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He was always in happy vein as preacher, pastor, lecturer or soloist, and he revived the Sunday 

School, re-organised the Choir, and attended well to his pastoral duties in the way of visiting. 

The organisation of the Great Bazaar to raise funds for improving the Church buildings 

to mark the commencement of the third century of Nonconformity in Kenilworth, was in a great 

measure due to the initiative of the Rev. W. Stuart Scott, who was ably assisted in all his 

undertakings by his young wife. 

In June, 1924, the house in Priory Road was purchased for use as the Manse at a cost of 

£700. This money was raised by gifts, loans and a church members Id per week fund, which was 

organised and collected for many years by Mr. John Philp. 

1924-25 - William Glanwr Morgan  

Born Landore, Glam. 12th November, 1865; trained Brecon College: Waunlwyd and 

Tallistown, Mon, 1893-96; Rhayader, Radnor. 1896-1906; Barmouth 1906-15; Saltley 

Road, Birmingham, 1915-24; Kenilworth 1924-25. Died 24th June 1925. 

1926-32 - David Smith  

Born Llanelly, Carms 1889; educated University College, Carmarthen and Bala-Bangor 

Theological College 1912-16; Aberaman 1916-24; Charlton S. E. 1924-26; Kenilworth 

19261932. Without charge at Kenilworth until 1958, when name deleted from Congregational 

Year Book. 

Mr. Smith still lives in  Kenilworth, and a great part of his life has been spent in the 

service of the poor, especially children. For many years, at Christmas time he collected large 

quantities of unwanted toys and games, and on Christmas morning could be seen tramping around 

the town in his Father Christmas outfit with a large sack on his back visiting the homes of poor 

children, who but for his efforts, would not have known the joys of Christmas. If you should 

see a spritely old gentleman in clerical garb, with a flower in his buttonhole, walking around 

the town, you will notice from the look on his face as he talks to some small child, that he still 

retains his lifelong affection for children. 

1933-35 - Hubert David Oliver, M.A. 

Born Oxford, 6th April, 1908, son of Alderman David Oliver, late Mayor of that City. 

City of Oxford High School and Mansfield College 1927-33 - holding student pastorates at Great 

Haseley 1928-30; Benson Free Church 1931-33; ordained Kenilworth 1933-35; Park Church, 

Reading, Berks. 1935-41. - an ardent Pacifist, took up war work at Rest Centres under L. C. C. 

(Ruby Street, Old Kent Road, S. E.) 1941-43; Junction Road, Upper Holloway, Middx. (The 

Church of the Growing Light) 1943-67, and in charge of Camden Road, Holloway 1950; keen 

member and leader in Union of Modern Free Churchmen, of which he was Chairman in 1958, 

Died 2nd March, 1967. 

1935 - 1938 - vacant. 

 

 



30, 

1938-44 - Stanley Marcus Hayward, B. A. , B. D.  

Born Finchley, Middlesex, 1875; New College, London; Greenwich Road, S. E. 1905-

10; Newmarket, Cambs, 1910-16; Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts 1916-26; Ilkeston, 

Derbys. 1926-31; Buxton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, 1931-34; Victoria Street Jersey, C.I. 

1935-38; Kenilworth 1938-44. Mr. Hayward retired to Beckenham, Kent, and finally to Fen 

Place, Turners Hill, Sussex, where he died 7th September, 1963, aged 87. 

1945-49 - Eldred Ernest Marks  

Born in Maida Vale, London, 17th February, 1891. In East African Police, 2 years, and 

then became Congregational Evangelist, Plumpton, Sussex, 1919-23. Alfriston, Sussex, 1923-26. 

Little Baddow, Essex, 1926-30; Hatfield Heath, Essex, 1930-34 (took List B. Examinations of Congl. 

Union 1933); Marlow, Bucks, 1934-45; Kenilworth 1945-49; 

Faringdon, Berks 1949-50. Died 2nd November 1950. 

During the four years of his ministry at Kenilworth, Mr. Marks was greatly respected and 

much loved as a minister, not only by the members of the church but by all he came in contact 

with. He never lost his temper with people - only with things. He could thunder against what 

was wrong and unfair. He hated injustice but he was a true pastor and loved men and women. 

Impatient with himself he was patient with others. 

Mr. Marks was born in London, he served in the First World War, and was for two years in 

the East African Police, and was R. A. F. Chaplain in the Second World War for four years, In 

spite of ill health he gave devoted service to the church at Kenilworth, also to the County 

administration. He was Leamington District Secretary for two years, and a valued member of the 

Home Churches and County Rural Committees. 

1949-57 - Frederick George Clarke. 

Born Bishops Stortford, Herts, 1898: Lay Pastor, Mill End Green, Essex, 1936-38 

(taking List B. Examinations of Cong. Union as Evangelist 1938, later passing Cong. Union 

Exams as fully accredited minister, 1948): Lexden, Colchester 1939-43; Southchurch Park, 

Southend-on-Sea, Essex 1943-49; Kenilworth 1949-57; Wells next-the -Sea, Norfolk 195762; 

Forbes Road, Boston, Lincs, 1962-66. Died 7th May 1966. 

Mr. Clarke was born at Bishops Stortford, and lived in Essex since he was a year old. 

His father's family were millers (wind millers), his father being the last of many generations in 

the wind milling trade, consequently all his boyhood was spent in and around windmills. Mr. 

Clarke was a shy, kindly man, with a wonderful smile, a man given to hiding his light under a 

bushel, who thought nothing of taking off his coat and doing the most menial of tasks whether it be 

rodding out drains or painting, or any job connected with the upkeep of old buildings. A greater part of 

this work never came to the attention of most people. 

His first introduction to Christian work was amongst boys, and was centred in the Scouts 

association of which he was a member for more than thirty years. He was Assistant District 

Commissioner at Colchester, and District Commissioner at Southend from 1944-47. In 1950 he 
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was appointed Assistant District Commissioner for Leamington, Kenilworth and Southam and was 

County Liaison Chaplain for the local Free Churches. His outstanding services to the Scout 

movement brought him the award of the Medal of Merit. In 1955 he was responsible for 

inviting a group of German Scouts to Kenilworth, and the following year was in charge of a 

return visit made by Kenilworth Scouts to Germany. In 1955 Mr. Clarke was elected Chairman of the 

Leamington District of the County Union. 

During his eight years at Abbey Hill he was instrumental in making a number of 

improvements to the fabric of the church. The interior was re-decorated and the lighting 

greatly improved by the installation of new non-glare lamps. The old rails round the rostrum 

were removed and the rostrum extended, adding to the convenience and the appearance of that 

part of the church, which was still further improved by the provision of a new Communion Table 

and chairs, donated by members of the church and congregation. 

Mr. Clarke was the first minister to suggest the adoption of Family Church. He 

wrote in "The Vanguard" of his new "venture". All morning worshippers were canvassed 

personally, before the matter was finally brought to the church meeting. Almost unanimously 

they agreed that the scheme was a good one both for the children and the church, and they said 

that they would come just the same as before. Parents were also canvassed and promised their 

full support, and so the change was made. "The experiment has now been in operation for six 

months and as yet there is no indication that the move was a bad one or that the time was 

inopportune". It certainly was a good move for it still continues at the present day. 

1958 - 61 - Angus Armitage Grieve  

Born Menston, Yorks. , 7th June, 1914, youngest son of Rev. Alexander James Grieve, 

M.A. , D.D. , Principal of Lancashire Independent College, Manchester and Chairman of Cong. 

Union of England and Wales 1936-7. Silcoates Cong. School, Wakefield: Lancashire 

Independent College 1951-54; Ellesmere and Frankton, Salop, 1954-58; Kenilworth 1958-

61; Orrell, Wigan, Lancs, 1961-. 

Mr. Grieve was inducted on 15th October, 1958. The Moderator of the West Midland 

Province, the Rev. W. J. Coggan, M.A., presided, and the charge to minister and church was 

given by the Rev. C. E. Surman, M.A. , of Erdington, brother-in-law to the new minister. 

Others taking part included the Rev. T. K. Colledge, Chairman of the Warwickshire 

Congregational Union, Mr. G. H. Fisher, County Treasurer, Mr. F. Pover, County Secretary, 

Mr. F. Smith, Senior Deacon, Miss H. M. Tyler, Church Secretary. 

He is the youngest son of the late principal Alexander J. Grieve, D. D. , of Lancashire 

Independent College, Manchester. After experience as a printer and publisher and as a professional 

photographer, he saw service during and after the Second World War with the second battalion of 

the Queen's Royal Regiment, in Syria, Palestine, Egypt, India and Ceylon. Afterwards, while 

living in Suffolk, he became a lay preacher in that county and was associated with the church 

at Bury St. Edmunds. Although he did not enter the ministry until the age of 40, he was a very 

able preacher of a retiring nature, but nevertheless remembered with warm affection. 
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1961-62 - Mrs. Lisa Goertz  

Born Nisse, Silesia 1903. Died June 1962. Her life in Germany, especially under 

the Hitlerite regime, and subsequently in England is dramatically told in her 

autobiographical "I Stepped into Freedom" (Lutterworth Press, London, 1960). 

The first woman lay pastor in the long history of Abbey Hill church was inducted at a 

moving service in October, 1961. Presiding minister was the Rev. R. W. Hugh Jones, B. A. , 

the Rev. Charles Surman, M.A., gave the charges. Any doubts members of the Church 

may have had about the wisdom of this call were soon dispelled. 

Mrs. Goertz was a wonderful person, a dynamic speaker and a true pastor to the Church. 

Her courage, her humility, was such that those who were privileged to share the last few 

months of her life, will remember with pride the Christian pilgrim. She died as she had lived 

in the service of Christ. Her eyes she gave to the Eye Bank and her body to the furtherance of 

medical science. 

Lisa Goertz was born at Nisse, Silesia, Germany. She was of Jewish extraction and later 

suffered severe persecution because of this, though, in fact, she had received Christian 

baptism as an infant, and had never been instructed in the Jewish faith. Under the Hitler 

regime she and her family suffered years of persecution, for, when the poison of anti-Semitism 

spread, Mrs. Goertz was suspect. Hints ... Pressure ... Threats ... Her husband was warned that 

he must get rid of his wife, or face ruin. He remained loyal until the pressures were more than 

he could bear. Near to breaking point, he abandoned her and went to Berlin, where, overcome 

by remorse for what he himself had not been able to avoid, he shot himself. Lisa Goertz went 

into hiding, and because of help from Christian friends, she escaped the clutches of the 

Gestapo. But her other son and only daughter died as a result of their experiences. 

Lisa Goertz escaped to England and safety, and her younger son was able to join her later. 

Some of her story, both in Nazi Germany and in wartime England, can be read in her book "I 

Stepped into Freedom", though hers is now a greater freedom. 

1962- 1967 - VACANT 

Rev. S. M. Watts, B.D. , D.D. 

Rev. D. H. Dale, B.A., B.D. 

Rev. F. J. Carrier, 

Rev. A. T. Sharp, 

Rev. S. Jackson, M.A., and other supplies. 

It is often said that a vacancy is never a healthy time for a church, but at Abbey 

Hill, except for the fact that there was no resident minister, this was just the reverse. 

The fellowship was fortunate to have many loyal, hardworking friends. Under the able 

leadership of the Church Secretary, Miss H. M. Tyler, much was accomplished during this period. 
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The Rev. S. M. Watts, B.D., D.D., a much loved and respected friend, preached 

regularly and was chairman at many meetings. The Rev. F. J. Carrier and the Rev. A. T. 

Sharp gave unselfishly of their time and experience in pastoral work and were greatly appreciated. 

At the suggestion of the Moderator, Mr Coggan, a very special relationship was 

entered into with the Church at Warwick Road, Coventry. The Rev. D. H. Dale, B.A., B.D. 

and his assistant the Rev. S. Jackson, came to take services every other Sunday, helped with visiting, 

chaired meetings, supported with many members of their own church, the social evenings, and 

generally helped the church in every way possible. For a time there was an interchange of Diaconate 

meetings. 

Electric heating was installed in the Church at a cost of £395. Most of the money was 

raised during the first nine months of 1962 by special Easter Gifts, donations, a special Garden 

Party and an auction sale. This latter was something of a novel idea, in that members and 

friends were asked to donate unwanted articles of furniture, household goods, etc. These were 

prepared for sale by auction in just over 90 lots, which were easily disposed of, and a further 

£65 added to the heating fund. 

During the first six months of 1964 nine new members were welcomed into the fellow-

ship, in June a working group from Lillington Free Church re-decorated the vestry. Their 

services were given in return for a donation towards their own Church building fund. 

By January 1965 new members had risen to fifteen; in February of this year a Youth 

Club was formed and although re-constituted in 1968 is still a very popular venture. 

In 1966 serious discussions took place with a view to inviting a minister and it was decided 

to open a fund for a new manse, and by July of that year this fund had already passed £900. 

During the winter of 1966-67 the fellowship was deepened by a series of coffee evenings 

in members' homes, to bring together the newer members and the more established members in 

the different districts of Kenilworth. 

Three new ventures were begun at this time: 

Newsletter: September saw the first issue of a Church newsletter designed to maintain 

the contact and the fellowship of the Church. 

Young Wives: (later to be known as Ladies' Circle) was formed to help the newer ladies 

to get to know one another better. 

Creche: A baby creche was initiated at the Family Services on Sunday mornings, to 

enable both parents to worship together. 

During the first six months of 1967, seven new members were received into 

membership. 

In January of that year a new manse was purchased by the Church in readiness for the 

new minister and his wife. 
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1967-JOHN  MICHAEL EAST. B.A.  

Born in Birmingham 1939; trained and qualified as Industrial Metalurgist, 1961. Member of 

Sparkhill Congregational Church, Birmingham, 1961. Youth Leader, 1961-63. Married Ann 

Coleman at Sparkhill Church 1962, also member of that Church and co-youth leader. Entered 

Western College, Bristol, 1963, undergraduate Bristol University ; student pastor Winchester, 

1965; graduated B.A. 1967. Ordained Kenilworth 1967. 

After the long vacancy the church unanimously invited the Rev. J. M. East to become 

minister. Almost 200 attended the Ordination and Induction Service on the 15th July, 1967. 

Everyone regretted that the Rev. W. J. Coggan, M. A. , was taken ill on the Saturday morning 

and could not be present on this memorable occasion for church and minister. 

In the absence of the Moderator, the Rev. Basil Sims, Principal of Western College, 

presided, and also gave the charge to the minister. The charge to the church was given by the 

Rev. David Dale of Warwick Road Church, Coventry. Others taking part in the service were 

the Rev. R. C. Bailey, of Burnham-on-Crouch; the Rev. D. Welbrock, Miss Audrey Bates, Mr. 

R. A. Heritage, County Secretary and Miss H. M. Tyler, Church Secretary. 

For a young and virtually inexperienced man, Mr. East, by his enthusiasm and his able 

preaching, began the task of uniting the different age groups within the church, and over the 

period of his pastorate many new innovations have been introduced, some very popular, some not. 

With many new young families coming into the district most weeks there would be some new family 

to be visited and welcomed into the fellowship, and in these years of Mr. East's ministry the 

membership of the church has increased from 66 to 97. Before long the Junior Church was 

enlarged and continues to flourish; in April 1970 there being 60 children and 7 teachers. Various 

revised forms of worship have been experimented with, the latest being a Youth Service on the 

second Sunday of the month. 

A Men's Group was formed, and it is to the credit of this group that the Church was re-

decorated recently; the colour scheme following the proposal of the Walpamur Advisory Service. 

Mr. East, whilst basically of a shy nature, is nevertheless a man with a great compassion for 

the suffering communities of this modern world, and many are the people of his own community 

who are grateful for his understanding and strength in times of stress and bereavement. 

A radical by temperament, he is, I think, impatient to usher his church into a more outward-

looking, multi-purpose organisation, more concerned with the community at large, so that it may 

fulfil its true purpose in the closing decades of the 20th century. 
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A U T H O R ' S  N O T E  A N D  A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S  

Throughout this booklet I have used the term 'independents', sometimes perhaps 

incorrectly, but I feel that with a subject such as this, one can use many different terms which 

only serve to confuse. 

I would like to thank the many people who have given me help and encouragement 

during the preparation of this booklet, and especially the Rev. J. M. East, B.A., for giving 

me the opportunity; Mr. R. W. Gregory, for pointing the way; the Rev. Charles E. Surman,  

M.A. , F.R. , Hist. S. for his generous help. The Clerk of the Peace for Warwickshire and the 

Warwickshire County Council for their kind permission to quote from original Records and printed 

sources, and to my wife for preparing and correcting the Manuscript. 

GEORGE  T. H  HURST. 

March 7th, 1970. 

 


