
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
DIARY OF PRAYER – OCTOBER 2018  

 
1st   Jane Woods-Scawen 
2nd   Jon Atkinson 
3rd  Ann Banning 
4th   Dorothy Barker 
5th   Heather and John Heather Barton 
6th   Louise Barton and Emileigh Warren 
7th   Jayne Bryan, Martha and Seth 
8th   Judy Clarkson and Sam 
9th   Betty and David Connelly 
10th  Vera and Andy Cooper 
11th   Gloria Cordery 
12th   Pat and Ian Cowan 
13th   Alison and Robert Crichton 
14th   Donna and Michael Curran, Henry and Martha 
15th   Susan Derwent and Henry Bentley 
16th   Edna and Jack Dixon 
17th   Mavis Duckworth 
18th   Linda and Paul Duffy 
19th   Judith and Terry Eaton 
20th   Peggy Everall 
21st   Barbara and Richard Gillard 
22nd  Anne and Tony Gilmore 
23rd  Bert Greenway 
24th   Donna and Darren Hall and Emelia 
25th   Laraine Hall 
26th   Glenys Hobbins 
27th   Anne and Fred Holloway 
28th   Jane and Phil Inshaw 
29th   Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks 
30th   Eileen John and Leon 
31st   George Jones 
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The Autumn Leaves………. 
 
As I write this letter, Autumn seems to have truly arrived – 
the start of a new season as the leaves turn from vibrant 
green to glorious gold and red and start to fall, making way 
for new growth in the Spring. 
 
Nature reminds us that in order to grow there has to be a 
process of letting go. We humans have a lot to learn from 
the trees in Autumn.  None of us want to feel as vulnerable 
as the trees. Yet, each of us, if we are truly open to growth 
and change must be willing to let go in order that new 
growth can come. 
 
On Saturday 20th October we have set aside time as a 
fellowship for our “Big Debate” – discussing the future of 
Abbey Hill and the changes we may need to make to our 
building to support the worship and work we want to 
achieve. We will need to find consensus on what we need 
to keep and what we need to let go of so that we can grow 
into the future as a church which has relevance to both our 
existing fellowship and for those who may wish to join us. 
 
There will be many different views on this but what is 
important is that all views are heard.  Your view is 
important! Please come along and join the debate and in 
the meantime be praying for the Spirit’s guidance in our 
discussions. 
 
Yours in friendship 
 
Jane Woods-Scawen 
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DIARY FOR OCTOBER 2018 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 
 
Other Events:  
 
3rd Wednesday    7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
 
5th Friday   7.00 “Pintogether” – The Green Man – All welcome! 
 
 
7th Sunday 11.00 Harvest Service led by George Jones followed by 

Harvest Lunch in the schoolroom. 
 

10th Wednesday    2.00 Ladies Circle: “Curing Cancer” – a talk from one of the  
the folks from Kenilworth working on this project.                               

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 
 
14th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Erica Young, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
   7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 

 
20th Saturday      2.00 Church Meeting 
 
21st Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

 
28th Sunday 11.00 Healing Service led by Viv Nichols, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom.  
 

The Communion offertory for October will be donated to MAF. 
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Minutes of Church Meeting on Saturday, 16th June 2018 
 
Present 
George Jones, Betty Connolly, David Connolly, Jane Woods-Scawen, 
Gaynor Watkins, John McKenzie, Ayse McKenzie, Rosemary Lawrence, 
Jennifer Verral, Eileen John, John, Anne and Anne Gilmore 
 
George Jones started the Meeting by talking about his “Great Morning” and 
the “Baptist Concert”. He read from Galatians 6: 1 – 6, “Be gentle with one 
another and disagree in love”. George then reflected on the forthcoming 
Celebration of Diversity in Coventry [27th June to 7th July], How God wanted 
the world to be.  
 
Apologies 
Ann and Fred Holloway, Winne Tawail, Di Wilson, Martyn and Bronwyn 
Todd, John and Vivian Nicholls, Barbara, Mary Skidmore. 
 
Fellowship Matters 
News of the fellowship was shared and John and Ayse reported good news 
regarding their family. 
Anne Banning asked about Membership procedure, saying becoming a 
member had made here more aware and committed to the URC/Abbey Hill. 
George replied that he was in the process of talking to people about 
membership. Kath said a Prayer for the Church Family 
 
Minutes 
Those of the 21st March were accepted and signed. 
 
Matters Arising 

 Dish washer in situ and working! Rosemary said people will need 

training in how to use it 

 Grant of £350 received from the Organ Society towards Organ 

repair 

 Coffee am for Bumps and Babies raised £85 

 Prayer walk went well, 8 took part, more joined for coffee. 

 Service to celebrate 50 Years’ Service to the church by 5 people 

much enjoyed.   

 Replies to the GDPR forms are being received. To date several 

people have declined to have their names used in magazine etc. 
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Meeting with Ken Holmes 
 
George welcomed Ken, The Architect to discuss the possibility of changing 
the way the Church looks.  Ken has worked on the Stratford 
Upon Avon Methodist Church, the Church in Radford Road, Leamington 
Spa and the Earlsdon Church.  He suggested maybe some of the 
congregation would like to visit these Churches for ideas. 
 
Question: ‘Where do we want to go’?  ‘What do we want to achieve?’ and 
‘Why?’ 
 
Ken Holmes has had 30 years of experience with working with Church 
Members on Reflection and Vision for modernising Churches. 
 
Comments made:- 
Jane Woods-Scawen – would like to see the Church move into the 21st 
Century. 
Jennifer – would like to know ‘Why should we do it?’, ‘How do we develop 
it’? And ‘Who’s going to come?’ 
Ayse McKenzie mentioned that the current stage was not large enough and 
some members of the congregation would like some pews to be left instead 
of chairs. 
 
Ken Holmes and George Jones suggested we got into small groups for a 
Brainstorming Session on how we would like our Church to be.  This 
session lasted for 45 minutes. We were given post it notes on which to put 
our ideas/ wishes and then stick onto the flip chart sheet. 
After the group sessions we discussed what each group had written on the 
yellow sticky notes e.g. entrance, windows, pews and café. 
The Meeting ended by discussing a Project Committee after receiving some 
draft plans on the ideas from the Yellow Sticky Notes. 
 
The Meeting ended with a prayer at 4.30 pm  

 
The next meeting is on Saturday 20th October 2pm. 

 
Important decisions to be made about Abbey Hill’s future. 
 
Remember those who are Church Members may vote on decisions, others 
may not. If you are not currently a Church Member and would like to be 
able to vote in October, please contact Anne Gilmore or George Jones as 
soon as possible. 
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Treasurer’s Report August 2018 
 

Offertory for August   £1833 (2017 - £1629) 
 
August Communion gifts for RNLI were £49 
 
The October communion donations are for MAF 
 
We have received two donations towards the organ renovation, 
£1000 from the Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust and £1500 from 
Kenilworth Town Council. 
 
David Connelly 
 
 
 

 

SUPPORT WANTED 
 
Lillian who runs Bumps and Babies on a Wednesday morning at 
Abbey Hill United Reformed Church is looking for someone to share 
the work with her on a 25/75 % basis.   
 
Could this be you?     
 
There is support from the church with people coming to make hot 
drinks and engage with the parents/carers.  There is a lovely 
atmosphere and there are around 18 families who use this service. 
 
 
If you are interested or would like more information please contact  
 
George Jones    07946 095418       Church Leader       Or    
 
Anne Gilmore    01926 855586       Church Secretary 
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Abbey Hill–Recollections by David Connelly (3) 
 

1972 to 1973 
Peter Poulter started in February 1972. He immediately requested that the 
vestry be fitted as an office with telephone (no mobiles in those days) and 
this was agreed. The lower and upper schoolrooms were decorated mainly 
by the fellowship.  
 
During the year a youth club was started, events held included a barn 
dance, ramble in the Cotswolds, a Garden party at Springhill farm, and a 
three day retreat for Junior Church in the Brecon Beacons. The Christmas 
Day Service was held with the Methodists. This joint service lasted a few 
years with each church being used alternatively.  
 
In June 1972 the United Reformed Church was formed. Nothing seemed to 
change initially except that Deacons were called Elders. There was also 
some confusion about the name so documents sometimes said Abbey Hill 
United ‘Reform Church’ and other times ‘Reformed Church’. Which was 
correct? 
 
The main concern during 1972/73 was the status of the drive which was in 
very bad condition. Who owned it and who was responsible for repairs? No 
one knew. The properties on either side all had a right of way but none of 
their property deeds mentioned ownership. Solicitors were consulted (and 
lots of grumbles ensued about their speed of work!). No joy. It was offered 
for adoption to the District Council who were not interested. Finally, at some 
expense, a barrister was consulted – all to no avail. Although all the 
adjourning properties had a right of way no one seemed to own the Drive. 
In cases like this it seemed that the properties on either side were 
responsible up to the middle of the drive so the church paid half the cost of 
re-surfacing and the other half was shared between the properties on the 
other side. The church paid for the yard and car park. 
 
The main event in June 1973 was the marriage of Peter Poulter to Yvonne 
which, you can imagine, caused quite a bit of excitement.  
 
The appearance and use of the church was on people’s minds. The pews 
were quite sound. However the varnish covering them had badly 
deteriorated and looked and felt horrible. The cost of stripping them was 
sought and found to be £900. The cost of chairs for the church was also 
sought. No decision was reached. Sound familiar? 
 
In December 1973 there were 68 regular attenders. 44 were in the 
envelope scheme. 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:- 
October 2nd           Gloria Cordery 
October 7th            Linda Duffy 
October 9th            Layla McKenzie 
October 11th          Roz Morris 
October 16th          John Nichols 
October 23rd         Joy Verral 
October 28th          Peggy Everall 
October 29th         Alison Crichton 
 
 
Also celebrating a birthday are 
October 3rd          Mia Shortley (8) 
October 12th         Sophie Stratton (16)  
October 16th         Toby Lawrence (9). 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. 
18th October           Linda & Paul Duffy. 
 
 
UNWELL/HOSPITAL 
As many of you know, Lesley Williams lay all night after a fall at 
home and spent 10 days in Warwick hospital. She has now been 
transferred to Stratford for rehabilitation. We send her our good 
wishes and love. 
It is good to have Bob Watson back among us and playing the organ, 
after his long illness.  
 
We continue to pray for Rosemary Lumley, Bert Greenway, Joan 
Lightbown, Dorothy Barker, Jack Dixon, Peggy Everall, Rosemary & 
Vic Jones & Anne Nicholl. 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned 
by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
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EXAM RESULTS/FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
Congratulations to Molly Ives on gaining 2A* and 2As in her A levels. 
She is now off to Bath University to study Computer Science and 
Maths.  
Well done to Mary Skidmore’s granddaughter, Amy, daughter of 
Gordon and Sue, who has started on an English Language course at 
Hull University. 
Good luck to Henry Curran who has just started an apprenticeship in 
Civil Engineering with Severn Trent Water. 
 
Prayer for October from Commitment for Life Prayer Partners. 
 
Dear Lord 
When we feel there is no point to our efforts to change the world for the 
better, because we are so few, help us to remember the African proverb “If 
you think that you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a 
mosquito” and give us the courage and strength to keep going. 
Amen 

  Jean Headley 
 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know on 01926 313904 if you have any news 
of the church family. 
 

Thank you 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their cards, letters, phone calls and visits 
during my recent illness. 
 
I spent a week in Walsgrave Hospital where I was very well looked after, 
followed by a period of convalescence at home. I then stayed with relations 
near Shrewsbury where, with excellent food and daily walks, I began to 
regain my strength. 
 
Since returning home I have begun to get back to a normal routine. 
 
Many thanks to all concerned. 
 
Bob Watson 
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999 Caller: ‘Help! My wife has gone into labour and her contractions are four 
minutes apart!’ 
999 Operator: ‘Is this her first child?’ 
999 Caller: ‘Of course not, you idiot! This is her husband!’ 

Military men should make ideal husbands – they’re in good health, they can cook, 
sew, and make beds, and they’re already accustomed to taking orders. 

A five-year-old said grace at family dinner one night. ‘Dear God, thank you for 
these pancakes…’  When he concluded, his parents asked him why he thanked 
God for pancakes when they were eating chicken.  ‘I wanted to see if He was 
paying attention tonight.’ 

Charlie had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. After a while he emerged 
and informed his mother that he had thought it over and then said a prayer. ‘Fine’, 
said the pleased mother. ‘If you ask God to help you not misbehave, He will help 
you.’‘Oh, I didn’t ask Him to help me not misbehave,’ said Charlie. ‘I asked Him to 
help you put up with me.’ 

 
 

Circle Dance in Kenilworth 
For outer enjoyment and inner wellbeing! 

 
Join our friendly group and learn simple steps and traditional Circle Dances from 
around the world to wonderful music. Suitable for all ages, it is light to moderate 
exercise. Circle Dance can be upbeat and lively or slow and beautifully meditative, 
but always uplifting. No partners are needed, everyone is welcome and the first 
session is free! 
 

1st and 3rd Monday of each month 2-3pm 
From 3rd September 

Parochial Hall, High St, Kenilworth 
Pay as you go ~ First session is free 

For more information contact Anne:  
Mobile: 07816 422614   

 Email: annesburrell@gmail.com 
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Tickets available from the Abbey Club, Kenilworth Books and The King’s 
Table. 
 

For further information please e-mail: abbeyalebash@gmail.com 
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October 7th is HARVEST SUNDAY….. 
 
…when we are asked to contribute to the URC's COMMITMENT FOR LIFE (C for 
L) projects in Bangladesh, Zimbabwe, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
territories, and the 4 Central American countries of Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Guatemala and El Salvador. 
 The C for L booklets and posters give us more information about the life-saving 
work being done in these countries, and there are special envelopes for our 
contributions." 
 

REFORM MAGAZINE 
 
"The September 'REFORM' Interview is with Collin Cowan, the General Secretary 
of the COUNCIL FOR WORLD MISSION, who was a guest speaker at the URC 
General Assembly in July, and it is well worth reading.  
 
It touches on the topical issue of immigration (which affected Collin himself), as well 
as the background to CWM's work and today's partnership of 32 churches 
worldwide and plans for future co-operation and pooling of resources.  
 
Lots of other interesting articles in 'Reform' too, including 4 answers to 'Has 
Christianity made the world better?' The church copy of 'Reform' is in the vestibule, 
and please ask me if you would like to become a subscriber. 
Thanks, Janet Turner 
. 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

NOVEMBER 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 21st OCTOBER 2018    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – OCTOBER 2018  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 
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Colin Ritchie 

 

Esme Thorpe 

 

Barbara Gillard 
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John Nichols 

 

Susan Derwent 

 

Heather Barton 
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Pat Cowan 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

28 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 
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Kath Shortley 

Phil Inshaw 

Linda Duffy/ 

Eileen John 

 

Colin Ritchie 
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Bronwen Todd 

Phil Inshaw/ 

John Atkinson 

 

Donna Curran 
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David Connelly 

Fred and Anne 

Holloway 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

 28 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Betty Connelly/ 

Rosemary Jones 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

 

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 
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Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Eileen John 
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Betty Connelly/ 

Gloria Cordery  

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

 21 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

Fred Holloway 

 

Anne Holloway 

 

 28 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

David Connelly 

 

Kath Shortley 

 

 

   

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

21 Kath Shortley 

Eileen John 

Kath Shortley 

Eileen John 

Anne Holloway 

Anne Gilmore 

 

 
 

 
 

19 
 



 

Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 
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