
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

DIARY OF PRAYER – NOVEMBER 2018  
 
 

1st  Rosemary and Vic Jones 
2nd  Rosemary and Gerald Lawrence 
3rd Joan and Janet Lightbown 
4th  Jill and Robin Lough-Scott 
5th  Rosemary Lumley 
6th  Alice McAdam 
7th  John & Ayse McKenzie, Iain, Layla and Scott 
8th  Mhari McLintock and Hugh Maccallum 
9th  Roz Morris 
10th Pam and Peter Muckersie 
11th  Anne Nichol 
12th  Vivien and John Nichols 
13th  Margaret and Denis O'Brien 
14th  Bette Pearson 
15th  Alison and Ivan Pointon 
16th  Cheryl and Colin Ritchie 
17th  Kath Shortley 
18th  Pat & Jim Scott 
19th  Mary Skidmore 
20th  Lorna and John Spenser 
21st  Jo Stratton, Sophie and Elspeth 
22nd Winnie Tawil 
23rd Esmé Thorpe 
24th  Bronwen and Martyn Todd, Sarah and Lottie 
25th  Janet Turner 
26th  Joy Verral 
27th  Gaynor Watkins 
28th  Bob Watson 
29th  Jo and John Williams 
30th  Lesley Williams 
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Remember, Remember… 
 

November is a month for remembering. Gunpowder, treason and plot 
will be noisily remembered with bonfires, fireworks, loud bangs and 
lots of oohs and aaahs as the skies are lit up with bright coloured 
lights. Whatever happened to ‘Penny for the Guy’? 
 
A more sombre remembrance will take place as we remember with 
gratitude those who gave their lives during 2 world wars and in 
subsequent conflicts. This year is the 100th anniversary of the end of 
the First World War and there are lots of events taking place to mark 
that milestone. 
 
The Bible Society have published a very thought provoking and 
moving book to mark the centenary called, ‘Hear my Cry’, subtitled, 
‘Words for when there are no Words’. Here is a prayer taken from the 
beginning of the book. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we remember with thanksgiving 
those who made the supreme sacrifice in times of war.  We pray that 
the offering of their lives may not have been in vain. By your grace 
enable us this day to dedicate ourselves anew to the cause of justice, 
freedom and peace and give us wisdom and strength to build a better 
world for the honour and glory of your name. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,   Amen. 
 
It’s good to pause, to take time to remember. In Old Testament times, 
Moses encouraged the children of Israel to, ‘remember how the Lord 
your God led you on this long journey through the desert these 40 
years’   (whether they had obeyed his commandments, or not!) So 
many things had happened, seas parted, battles won, a lot of 
camping and walking! Through it all, their God was with them, leading 
them onwards towards the Promised Land. 
 
 As we reflect on our life journeys…. some longer than others, we all 
have so much to thank God for, and by his grace,  lots to look 
forward to as we share our journey together, here at Abbey Hill. 
 
Kath Shortley  
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DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2018 

 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 
 
Other Events:  
 
4th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
7th Wednesday    7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
10th Saturday      10.30 Grand Coffee Morning 
 
11th Sunday 10.00 Remembrance Service led by Ayse McKenzie. 

  7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 
 
 

14th Wednesday    2.00 Ladies Circle: “A miscellany of gardens”, an 
Illustrated talk by Janet Harrison.                               

    7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 
17th Saturday     6.30 Abbey Ale Bash! 
 
 
18th Sunday   11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
 
25th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Stuart Scott, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
    

 
 
The Communion offertory for November will be donated to Help for Heroes. 
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Editorial - Change is the only constant? 
 
Every time there is a change in history, there’s potential to gain and potential to 
lose. 
 
I believe the potential to gain is greater than the potential to lose. Why? 
 
As despairing or as cynical as some might be (sometimes understandably) over the 
church’s future, we have to remind ourselves that the church was Jesus’ idea, not 
ours.  It will survive our missteps and whatever cultural trends happen around us. 
We certainly don’t always get things right, but God through Christ and the Holy 
Sprirt has an incredible history of pulling together Christians in every generation to 
share his love for a broken world. 
 
As a result, I believe the reports of the church’s death are greatly exaggerated. 

That said, in my opinion many individual congregations and some entire 
denominations won’t make it. 

The difference will be between those who cling to the “mission” and those who cling 
to the “model”. 

When the car was invented, it quick took over from the horse and buggy. Horse 
and buggy manufacturers were relegated to novelty status and most went under. 
However, human transportation actually exploded. Suddenly average people could 
travel at a level they never could before. 

The “mission” is travel. The “model” is a buggy, or car, or motorcycle, or jet. 

Look at the changes in the publishing, music and even the photography industry in 
the last few years. 

See a trend? The “mission” is reading. It’s music. It’s photography. The “model” 
always shifts….moving from things like vinyl records, 8 tracks, cassettes and CDs 
to MP3s and now streaming audio and video. 

Companies that show innovation around the mission (Apple, Samsung) will always 
beat companies that remain devoted to the method (Kodak). 

Churches need to stay focused on the mission (leading people into a growing 
relationship with Jesus) and be exceptionally innovative in our model. 

Food for thought don’t you think as we consider our future at Abbey Hill? 

Martyn 
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Wilfred Owen - 1st World War Poet and Hero 

British poet and soldier Wilfred Owen was killed 100 years ago this month, on 4th Nov 
1918.  He died leading his troops across a canal in Northern France exactly a week 
before the war ended. He was 25. 

Owen, who was noted for his shockingly realistic poetry about the horrors of trench 
warfare, was born in 1893 in Shropshire. On leaving school he became a teaching 
assistant, and in 1913 went to France for two years to work as a language tutor.  

But in 1915 he returned to England to join the army. After harrowing experiences in the 
trenches he suffered from shell shock and went for treatment at Craiglockhart War 
Hospital, near Edinburgh, where he met fellow poet Siegfried Sassoon.  

Owen went back to France despite Sassoon’s pleas, and was awarded the Military 
Cross for bravery after capturing a machine-gun post almost single-handed.  

Brought up according to his mother's strong beliefs, Owen had thought of becoming a 
priest. For a while he was lay assistant to the vicar of the Oxfordshire parish of 
Dunsden. 

His only volume of poems, edited by Sassoon and published in 1920, contains some of 
the most poignant English war poetry, including Dulce et Decorum Est and Anthem for 
Doomed Youth. 

Remembering Enid Blyton 

Enid Blyton, one of the most successful children’s writers of the 20th century, died 50 
years ago this month, on 28th November 1968. She wrote more than 760 books. 

She was born in 1897 and as a baby nearly died of whooping cough. Although best 
known for her Noddy books and the Famous Five series, she also wrote poetry and 
longer stories and articles of various kinds.  

A trained teacher, she felt she had to provide readers with a strong moral framework, 
though her own family relationships were not straightforward. She cut off contact with 
her parents and divorced her first husband, and one of her daughters wrote harshly of 
her as a mother.  

Her work became controversial from the 1950s, being banned by some libraries and 
schools and the BBC because of a perceived lack of literary merit – as well as 
accusations of elitism, sexism and racism. But they continue to be best-sellers: Blyton 
herself said she was not interested in the views of any critics over the age of 12. 

 She wrote The Children’s Life of Christ and The Land of Far-Beyond, an adaptation for 
children of John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. There have been several 
adaptations of her books for stage, screen and television. 
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Treasurer’s Report September 2018 

 

Offertory for September £2122 (2017 - £1655) 
September Communion gifts for RNIB were £77. 
The November communion donations are for Help for Heroes 
Donation from Lions towards the organ - £1000 
Pudding supper for sponsored child - £170 
Gospel Choir concert raised £284 
Easyfundraising £30 
 
David Connelly 
 
 

One not to miss…….. 
 
Grand Coffee Morning 10th November 10.30 - 2.00. Theme of Remembrance. 
Soup and rolls served from 12.00. 
Stalls include, Cakes, Books, Bottle Tombola, Gifts and a Raffle. 
Dancers from Daniels Dance Academy will perform for 10 mins at 11am. 
 
Come along and enjoy fellowship! 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Shoe Boxes 
 

I will set up a table in the porch for Christmas Shoe boxes. 
 
Please would you bring in your box by 10th November. 
 
Thank you   
 
Betty 
 
 

Reform Magazine 
 
The October 'Reform' (the magazine of the URC) includes interesting articles 
on 'Bricks and Mortar' (thoughts from the URC's Buildings Forum), 'A Gateway 
for Doncaster's Homeless', and 'Ageing Well' among others. Please may I have 
orders and payment for 2019 'Reform' by the middle of November - new 
subscribers always welcome!    
 
Janet Turner 
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nilworth.foodbank.org.uk 



 
Tickets available from the Abbey Club, Kenilworth Books and The King’s 
Table. 
 

For further information please e-mail: abbeyalebash@gmail.com 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:-  
November 3rd  Mavis Duckworth 
November 6th John McKenzie 
November 16th      John Spenser 
November 18th  Mhari McLintock & John Williams 
November 23rd Heather Barton 
November 29th      Madeline Hamper 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
November 1st         Bronwen & Martyn Todd 
November 21st Glenys & Cyril Hobbins 
 
BIRTH 
To Jonathan & Lizzie Hall, a son, Noah, born on the 11th of 
October in Bury St. Edmunds. Congratulations to Fred & Anne 
Holloway on the birth of a fifth grandchild. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
On Sunday 6th October, we were delighted to welcome four 
people into membership of Abbey Hill Church. They are:- 
Rev Jo and John Williams, Jo Flowers and Margaret Gillard. We 
hope they have a long and happy association with our church. 
 
UNWELL/HOSPITAL 
We continue to pray for Lesley Williams who is still in hospital, 
Rosemary Lumley, Bert Greenway, Rosemary & Vic Jones, 
Anne Nicholl, Joan Lightbown, Peggy Everall, Dorothy Barker 
and Jack Dixon. 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be 
mentioned by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 
 
 

          10 

 



 
INCENTIVE TO SUCCEED 
 
An old gentleman was on the operating table awaiting surgery. 
He had insisted that his son, a renowned surgeon, perform the 
operation. As he was about to be anaesthetised, he asked to 
speak to his son, to encourage him. “Don’t be nervous, do your 
best and just remember, if it doesn’t go well and something 
happens to me, your mother is going to come and live with you 
and your wife.” 
 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 
313904 of any Pastoral Care matters. 
 

----ooo---- 
 

Young men, soldiers, Nineteen Fourteen 

Marching through countries they'd never seen 

Virgins with rifles, a game of charades 

All for a Children's Crusade 

 

Pawns in the game are not victims of chance 

Strewn on the fields of Belgium and France 

Poppies for young men, death's bitter trade 

All of those young lives betrayed 

 

Corpulent generals safe behind lines 

History's lessons drowned in red wine 

Poppies for young men, death's bitter trade 

All of those young lives betrayed 

All for a Children's Crusade 

 

Midnight in Soho, Nineteen Eighty-Four 

Fixing in doorways, opium slaves 

Poppies for young men, such bitter trade 

All of those young lives betrayed 

All for a Children's Crusade 

(Sting 1985) 
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Some years ago, an artist was commissioned to restore a mural in a 
Yorkshire Church.  He did the work and submitted a bill, but the authorities 
refused to pay until they had specific details of the work done, so another 
bill was submitted, and this is how it read 
To: 
Washing High Priest’s Servants - 10 shillings and sixpence 
 
Cleaning out St. David’s ears - 2 shillings 
 
Polishing up Pontius Pilate and putting new ribbons in his hat   - 8 shillings 
 
Renewing Heaven, adjusting the stars and cleaning the moon - 7 shillings 
 
Brightening up the flames of hell, putting a new tail on the devil and doing 
odd jobs for the damned - £1 11shillings and one penny 
 
Touching up purgatory and restoring four lost souls -  7 shillings 
 
Improving appearance of Pharaoh’s daughter - 2 shillings 
 
Mending shirt of Prodigal Son - 2 shillings 
 
The bill was paid without comment. 

 
----0000---- 

 

Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the side 
wall of the church.  The plaque was covered with names, and they seemed 
to fascinate the seven-year old.  ‘All those names,’ he said to the minister.  
‘Who are they?’ 

‘Well, they were people who used to go to this church,’ explained the 
minister.  ‘This is a memorial to all the young men and women who died in 
the services.’ 

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.  Little Alex’s voice 
was barely audible when he asked, ‘Which service, the 9 o’clock, or the 11 
o’clock?’ 
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Friends of the Holy Land 
 
This ecumenical and apolitical charity has its main office in Farmer 
Ward Road, Kenilworth, so is therefore very local. 
 
On Saturday the 22nd September I attended their National Gathering 
in St Francis of Assisi Church.  There were 111 people attending 
from all corners of the UK, only 12 of us were from Kenilworth. 
 
For more than two millennia, the Holy Land has been the home of 
Christians.  Indeed, as the place of Jesus’ birth, death and 
resurrection, it is the birthplace of Christianity itself and is central to 
the Christian faith.  Cities such as Bethlehem and Jerusalem once 
bustled with local Christians, but now Christians account for less than 
2% of the population. 
 
Those who remain suffer from restrictions to travel, high levels of 
unemployment and poverty, poor living conditions, a shortage of 
social services and affordable health care, and a constant uncertainty 
about their present and future.  This is the price they pay for 
remaining in the Holy Land, the place of their birth and heritage. 
The charity believes that the Holy Land must not become a cultural 
museum; it must continue to be the home of a vibrant and secure 
Christian community, the Living Stones of our faith.  They support 
five main projects, namely Education, Employment, Family Support, 
Health and Housing. 
 
The principal speaker on the day was Sami El-Yousef, who is 
descended from one of the oldest Christian families and is CEO of 
the Latin Patriarchate and a native of Old Jerusalem.  He said 
“Through FHL, the Holy Land knows it has a true friend who 
cares for their future.” He obviously believed this enough to travel 
from Jerusalem, arriving late on Thursday night, the 20th, and 
returning on Sunday 23rd September just to address this gathering. 
He gave a detailed account of the difficulties faced by the Christian 
community living in East Jerusalem, the West Bank, Gaza, and 
Jordan. 
 
Continued……. 
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Calmly and dispassionately, he explained the complex pressure 
facing Christians in the region, reflecting lives lived under occupation.  
In fact one detail he told us brought this home to me quite forcefully 
in that he said that his grandfather’s birth certificate was issued by 
the Ottoman Empire, his father’s by the British Mandate, his own by 
the Kingdom of Jordan and his children’s by the Israelis - just one 
family over 4 generations! 
He went on to explain the importance of the Christian institutions in 
the Holy Land, and their impact on the wider community regardless of 
faith or religion.  Of the six hospitals in Jerusalem 4 are operated by 
Christian churches.  All the Christian hospitals and schools of the 
region are running at a deficit. He added “It is nothing short of a 
miracle that keeps these Christian institutions going” 
I like the motto “Christians helping Christians – doing more to support 
the Living Stones” 
 
For more information on the charity see 
www.friendsoftheholyland.org. 
 
Winnie 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

DECEMBER/JANUARY 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2018    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – NOVEMBER 2018  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 
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Colin Ritchie 

 

Mavis Duckworth 

 

Barbara Gillard 
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John Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 
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Pat Cowan 

 

Gaynor Watkins 

 

Di Wilson 

 

 25 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Jennie Blake 

 

Donna Curran 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

   4 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Gloria Cordery/ 

Alison Crichton 

 

Alison Crichton 
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Bronwen Todd 

 

The Currans 

 

Winnie Tawil 
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Kath Shortley 

Phil Inshaw 

Linda Duffy/ 

Eileen John 

 

Chris Ives 

 

  25 

 

David Connelly 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Kath Shortley 

 

 

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

   4 

Pat Cowan/ 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

Alison Crichton 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 
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Janet Turner/ 

Mary Skidmore  

 

The Currans 

 

Betty Connelly 
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Janet Turner/ 

Mary Skidmore 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

John McKenzie 

 

  25 

Kath Shortley/ 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Eileen John 

 

 

   

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

18 John McKenzie 

Anne Gilmore 

John McKenzie 

Anne Gilmore 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Jane Woods-Scawen 
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Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Paul Duffy   851650 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 
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