
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



DIARY OF PRAYER – MAY 2018  
 
 
 
 
1st  Grace Mitchell 
2nd  Roz & Neil Morris 
3rd   Peter & Pam Muckersie 
4th   Anne Nichol 
5th   Heather Nichols 
6th   John &Vivien Nichols and Kirsty 
7th   Dennis & Margaret O’Brien and Robert 
8th   Bette Pearson 
9th   Ivan & Alison Pointon, Louisa and Donna 
10th   Colin & Cheryl Ritchie, Tara, Andrew and Fraser 
11th   Kath Shortley 
12th   Pat & Jim Scott 
13th   Mary Skidmore 
14th   Pauline Smith 
15th   John & Lorna Spenser 
16th   Jo & Nathan Stratton, Sophie and Elspeth 
17th   Winnie Tawil 
18th   Esmé Thorpe 
19th   Martyn & Bronwen Todd, Alice, Sarah and Lottie 
20th   Janet & Ken Turner 
21st   Mick & Alison Tyler, Abigail, Gavin and Benjamin 
22nd   Joy Verral 
23rd   Gaynor Watkins 
24th   Bob Watson 
25th   Lesley Williams 
26th   Di & Dave Wilson 
27th   Jane Woods-Scawen 
28th   Jon & Sally Atkinson 
29th   Ann Banning 
30th   Dorothy Barker 
31st   John and Heather Barton 
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A LETTER FROM OUR ELDER ROSEMARY 

 

Just before Easter Kath and I had the privilege of going to Prague 
with Warwick University Chorus and Orchestra. 
 
What a great place to visit just before Easter, apart from the weather 
that is! 
 
It was great to see how different countries celebrate Easter. They 
really do decorate and celebrate the event. Everywhere we went was 
resplendent with beautiful spring flowers, different coloured and 
decorated eggs and other small and large items. 
 
In one church in Kutna Hora, just inside the main entrance there were 
tables set out for the Passover feast. The items looked very tempting 
but were made out of clay and decorated. 
 
The main statues were all covered in different cloth until Easter 
Sunday.  I wish I could have shared a photograph for you all to see. 
 
Now Easter Sunday is past we are in the 50 days or seven Sundays 
to Pentecost. The day of Pentecost was the moment when Jesus’ 
promise came true. The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. The 
power from on high that Jesus had talked about and that they would 
need in order to start their work of sharing Gods love to the whole 
world. 
 
Jesus remembers this as a time the Jews received the Ten 
Commandments. 
 
A link is in Joel 2: 28-32. Joel predicts the day when God’s Spirit will 
be poured out on everyone. 
 
With God’s blessings 
 
Rosemary Lawrence. 
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DIARY FOR MAY 2018 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 

 
 
Other Events:  
 
2nd Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
6th Sunday 11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
9th Wednesday     2.00  Ladies Circle: Cream Teas at Wyndley Garden Centre,   

             Stratford at 3pm. Names to Winnie by 1st May please. 
   7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 

13th Sunday  11.00 Family Service led by Tom Millington from Youth for Christ 
             Followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
   7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 

 
20th Sunday 11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones 

followed by Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
27th Sunday 11.00 Gift Day Service led by Martyn Todd, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom.  
 
 

The Communion offertory for May will be donated to the National Osteoporosis 

Society. 
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Church Away Day 

 
On 10th March a group from Abbey Hill met in the Village Institute in 

Barston for a day on the subject of Discipleship. We were lead by Stuart 

Scott, Synod Training and Development Officer. 

 

In the morning we looked at ….What is “Walking the way – living the life 

of Jesus today”? 

 

Questions for small groups to discuss were :- 

 How do you respond to this new initiative? 

 Does anything change for you as an individual disciple? 

 Does anything change for you as church, a disciples together? 

 What opportunities are you aware of as disciples of Jesus as you 

look at your lives, the life of the church , the life of the community, 

the life of the world? 

 What challenges are you aware of? 

 How do we establish priorities and keep to them? 

 Do we find it easy to maintain a clear sense of direction? 

 What are the distractions, obstacles? 

 How do we live with, and help others to live with, uncertainty? 

 Is change what happens to us or what we make happen?  

 How might we build on the past but offer new approaches? 

 Is it possible to be realistic and positive? 

 Where do we look for courage, creativity, flexibility, imagination, 

determination? 

All thought proving questions which produced a wide range of responses. 

In the afternoon we looked at the Study Course “Holy Habits”.                                                      

There are 10 sections to this course i.e. 10 habits to develop, 

 Biblical Teaching  

 Fellowship 

 Breaking Bread 

 Prayer 
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 Giving 

 Service 

 Eating together 

 Gladness and Generosity 

 Worship 

 Making more Disciples 

Each section follows a similar pattern and each will take around two 

months to go  through and they can be studied in any order………….. The 

group was impressed with the material and the church has ordered the set 

and there will be the opportunities to study them.  Look out for details. 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 
 

Treasurer’s  Report  April 2018 
 

 
Offertory for March £1713 (2017- £1645) 

 

March Communion gifts for Kenilworth Youth for Christ - £29 

 

Communion for May will be donated to the National Osteoporosis 

Society. 

 

£25 was received for magazine subscriptions. 

 

The frugal lunch raised £45 which was donated to Care UK 

 

David Connelly 
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                  Christian Aid Week 2018 
   
For this year’s Christian Aid Week, the organisation is highlighting the plight of the millions of 
people displaced around the world, but who remain within their own countries. Today, more 
than 40 million people are internally displaced by conflict, accounting for approximately two 
thirds of those who find themselves forced from their homes.  A further 24 million were 
displaced by disasters in 2016 alone. Yet, because they haven’t crossed a border, the 
general public rarely hear about them. 
 
Despite the huge number of people affected, situations of internal displacement receive 
almost no political attention, funding or support. In Haiti, thousands of people regularly 
experience some of the worst natural disasters on earth.  The country is one of the poorest 
in the world, and a high number of its inhabitants live in precarious houses or have been 
uprooted from their homes entirely, making them especially vulnerable when another 
disaster strikes.  More than seven years on from the devastating earthquake in Port-au-
Prince in 2010, an estimated 38,000 people are still displaced.   
 
In November 2016, Hurricane Matthew wreaked yet more havoc across the southern coast 
of the country, killing 546 people and destroying homes, businesses and infrastructure. Up 
to 90% of some areas were destroyed. Vilia was left homeless by the earthquake in 2010 
and her mother was killed.  Bereaved and homeless, for Vilia, her husband and their seven 
children, life became a struggle.  They didn’t even have a safe place to sleep. Christian Aid’s 
local partner, KORAL, helps local people prepare for disasters.  In the aftermath of the 
earthquake, it reached out to Vilia and built her and her family a new home, that was safe, 
stable and strong enough to stand up to natural disasters.  
 
Ahead of Hurricane Matthew, KORAL was able to warn local communities, helping to 
evacuate around 5,000 families and saving many lives. In the immediate aftermath Christian 
Aid and KORAL distributed urgently-needed shelter materials, hygiene products such as 
soap, food seeds and cash, so people could buy other items that they really needed. 
Disaster-resistant homes were built, giving people safe, secure places to live. Of the dozens 
built before the hurricane hit, only one lost its roof in the disaster, and Vilia’s home was able 
to shelter 54 people over several days following the hurricane.  
 
Amanda Khozi Mukwashi, Chief Executive of Christian Aid, said: “Together, we are united in 
our belief that the world can and must be changed. We are each called to love our 
neighbours, like Vilia, wildly, wholeheartedly and sacrificially. “Internally displaced people are 
rarely at the forefront of the news.  At Christian Aid we believe that everyone counts, and we 
will continue to fight alongside them for justice.  
“So, this Christian Aid Week, please stand together with displaced people, like Vilia, and 
help them weather the storms.” 

         Many thanks to those from Abbey Hill who will collect and donate during Christian Aid Week. 
There will be a Kenilworth and District Churches Together service on Sunday May 13th at 
6.30pm here at Abbey Hill where we will hear more about Haiti and Christian Aid’s work. You 
are very welcome to come and join us. 

Kath Shortley                                                            
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CHURCH CALENDAR MAY 2018 
 Wednesday 16 

Tuesday 1 Thursday 17    Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00             

Wednesday 2                                                                                  

Elders 7.15 

Friday 18  

Thursday 3   Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00              

Saturday   19  “Walking the 

Way”  Pilgrims in The Park   

at Sutton Park         FA Cup  

Final / Royal Wedding 

Friday 4 Sunday 20   Pentecost 

Saturday 5 Monday 21 

Sunday 6 Tuesday 22 

Monday 7   Bank Holiday 

9 -1  Abbey Fields   10k 

Fun Run and Schools 

Challenge 

Wednesday 23 

Tuesday 8 Thursday 24    Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00             

Wednesday 9             

Ladies Circle 2pm                                    

Managers 7.15 

Friday 25   Schools Half Term 

Thursday 10  Ascension 

Day   Coffee Pot 9.30-

12.00             

Saturday 26     

Friday  11 Sunday 27 Abbey Hill Gift 

Day /Anniversary      bring 

and share lunch 

Saturday  12 Monday 28    Bank Holiday 

Sunday  13    Daniels 

dance academy concert pm      

Teas                                                                       

Service at Tannery Court 

7pm 

Tuesday 39 

Monday  14 Wednesday 30 

Tuesday  15 Thursday 31   Coffee Pot 

9.30-12.00             
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
MAY BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following :-  
1st May     Betty Connelly and George Jones 
2nd May    Bob Watson 
5th May     Vic Jones 
16th May   Rosemary Lawrence 
17th May   Iain McKenzie 
20th May   Bert Greenway 
21st May   Paul Duffy 
25th May   Lorna Spencer  
27th May   Vera Cooper and Molly Ives 
31st May   Gerald Lawrence and Robin Lough-Scott 
We have several special birthdays this month. Betty Connelly, Bob Watson, 
Lorna Spenser and Robin Lough-Scott all celebrate their 80th birthday. 
Congratulations and a very Happy Birthday to all of you. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
15h May   Fred & Anne Holloway 
       John & Viv Nichols 
28th May   Phil & Jayne Inshaw 
Congratulations and love to Anne & Fred who celebrate their Silver 
Wedding this month. 
 
BIRTH 
Congratulations to Liz & Paul Skidmore on the birth of their daughter Phebe 
(correct spelling) Lesley, on 16th March, a sister for Rueben and a 
granddaughter for Anne & Fred Holloway. 
 
 
UNWELL/IN HOSPITAL 
Rosemary Jones is due to have surgery and Jim Scott is home again after 
a spell in Warwick and Coventry Hospitals. 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Jack & Edna Dixon, Peggy Everall, 
Bert Greenway, Vic Jones, Rosemary Lumley, Grace Mitchell, Anne Nicholl 
& Joan Lightbown.  
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned by 
name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
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EXAMS 
 
It’s fast approaching that time of year again, so we wish any of our young 
folk, whether at school or university or college, the very best of luck. 
 
Daytime draws towards its close, 
Shadows steal across the sky. 
Dusk now gathers in its cloak 
Soft lilac mists and night owl’s cry. 
A fragrance lingers in the air, 
Enhanced by breezes on their way, 
And in our thought to God, we add 
Our thanks for such a perfect day. 
   Elizabeth Gozney. 
 
 
Please let Pat Cowan know in person or on 01926 313904, of any Pastoral 
Care concerns. 

 
 

 
 

Thank you 
 

We would like to say a big “thank you” to all who made Sunday 
15th April such a memorable day for us. 
 
A lovely service followed by food and great fellowship. 
 
Altogether a very happy occasion! 
 
Pam and Peter Muckersie 
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Signs of the times 

My 10 year-old niece says her prayers every night and instead of ‘amen’, 

she says ‘click, send.’ 

Applied Law 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with 

her five and six-year olds. After explaining the commandment to 

"honour thy father and thy mother," she asked ‘Is there a 

commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?’ 

Without missing a beat, one little boy answered, ‘Thou shall not kill.’ 

The same yesterday… 

Why did Moses wander in the desert for 40 years? 

Because even back then men wouldn't ask for directions. 

Telly trouble 

A woman summoned a TV repairman to fix her set. After spreading his 

tools out, the serviceman inquired: ‘What seems to be the trouble?’ 

Replied the woman: ‘Well, for starters, the programmes are appalling.’ 

You asked for it 

The student, when asked by the teacher to write an essay on ‘The 

Effects of Laziness’, turned in a blank sheet of paper. 
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Pachomius - the patron saint of administrators 

Have you ever worked for a disorganised organisation?   You know the 
scene:  your boss lives in a mild panic, your goals and deadlines keep 
being changed, your colleagues whisper darkly in corners, emails contradict 
each other, meetings lead to more confusion... and you go home each night 
with a headache. 

And so it is that Pachomius should be the patron saint of administrators 
everywhere.   For back in the 4th century, without a computer or even a 
mobile he managed to run 11 separate monasteries like clockwork.   

Pachomius was born into a pagan family in Upper Egypt at the end of the 
third century, and as a youth conscripted into the army.  On his release in 
313 he became two things:  a Christian and a hermit (probably craved 
some peace and quiet!).    But Pachomius was no loner, and when other 
monks gradually sought him out, he did with them what he did best:  he 
organised them.   By 320 he had founded his first monastery. 

Pachomius seems to have had exceptional powers of administration, no 
doubt perfected by his years of disciplined army life.    By the time of his 
death in 346, he presided over nine large monasteries for men and two for 
women.   Each monastery was divided into houses, according to its craft, 
such as agriculture, tailoring or baking.   

Pachomius knew how to delegate:  each house had its own leader.  He 
knew how to keep in touch:  he held team leaders’ meetings twice a year.  
Pachomius knew about supply chains:  food and drink never ran out.  
Pachomius knew about marketing:  he found buyers for their produce in 
Alexandria.  Pachoimus knew about delivering a vision:  a daily pattern of 
work and prayer and sleep was set in place to make sure that the monks 
and nuns could devote themselves to God for hours each day in prayer, 
and in memorising the Psalms and other Bible passages. 

Pachomius knew how to help people get things done.  No wonder his Rule 
went on to influence that of Basil and Benedict.  Certainly administration is 
listed by St Paul as a genuine gift of God, and prudence and clear forward 
planning are highly prized in the Proverbs.   
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Can You Help? 

 
There is an urgent need for more people to join the transport rota.                                        
This involves collecting and retuning members of the congregation from 
and to their homes. 
The more names on the rota the less often each volunteer needs to be 
called on. 
If you would be willing to take a turn, please let Anne Gilmore know, as 
soon as possible. 
 
 

NEEDED 
 

A person to take over the “Management of Church Lettings” from Bronwen. 
A phone and computer are required. With regard to showing prospective 
tenants around there are members of the church willing to do that. 
If you are interested please contact Bronwen for details of the work -  01926 
864332. 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

JUNE 2018 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 20thMAY 2018    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – MAY 2018  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  6 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

 13 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Pam Muckersie 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

20 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

27 

 

John Nichols 

 

Linda Duffy 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  6 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

 13 

John McKenzie/ 

Winnie Tawil 

Pat Cowan/ 

Judy Clarkson 

 

David Connelly 

 

 20 

 

Bronwen Todd 

Phil Inshaw/ 

Jon Atkinson 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 27 

Kath Shortley/ 

Phil Inshaw 

Linda Duffy/ 

Eileen John 

 

John Nichols 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  6 

Linda Duffy/ 

Alison Pointon 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Kath Shortley 

       

 13  

Eileen John/ 

Susan Derwent 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

 20 

Eileen John/ 

Susan Derwent 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

 27 

Jane Woods-Scawen/ 

Jennifer Jackson 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

 

  

 

 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

20 Rosemary Lawrence 

Anne Holloway 

Anne Holloway 

Betty Connelly 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Kath Shortley 

 

 
 

 
 

19 
 



 

 

 

 

Church Leader.    George Jones     07946 095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Anne Holloway       335951 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Jane Woods-Scawen      858225 

 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Winnie Tawil   853350 

Weekly Notices   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

