
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
DIARY OF PRAYER – FEBRUARY 2018  

 
 

1 Glenys Hobbins 
2 Anne and Fred Holloway 
3 Jane and Phil Inshaw, Ashley 
4 Chris and Molly Ives 
5 Mick and Jack Ives 
6 Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks 
7 Eileen John 
8 George Jones 
9 Rosemary & Vic Jones 
10 Gerald & Rosemary Lawrence, Edward and Toby 
11 Joan Lightbown 
12 Robin & Jill Lough-Scott 
13 Rosemary Lumley 
14 Alice McAdam 
15 John & Ayse McKenzie, Iain, Layla and Scott 
16 Rev. Mhari McLintock & Hugh Maccallum, Roddy and 

Bryce 
17 Annabel Matharu, James and Alice 
18 Grace Mitchell 
19 Roz & Neil Morris 
20 Peter & Pam Muckersie 
21 Anne Nichol 
22 Heather Nichols 
23 John &Vivien Nichols and Kirsty 
24 Dennis & Margaret O’Brien and Robert 
25 Bette Pearson 
26 Ivan & Alison Pointon, Louisa and Donna 
27 Colin & Cheryl Ritchie, Tara, Andrew and Fraser 
28 Kath Shortley 
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Dear All, 
 
The excesses of Christmas / The Festive Season will be memories 
and New Year resolutions in all probability will be broken by the time 
you read this. 
 
Many people I have spoken with over the months since Christmas 
items began arriving in the shops have said they are tired of all the 
hype; the pressure to spend; advertisements for children’s toys that 
are mostly air filled boxes and few last or are played with beyond 
the few days of Christmas. 
 
It was lovely to see on or two shops in Kenilworth displaying Nativity 
Scenes in their windows this year. 
 
In Advent the URC began the “ Walking the Way” Discipleship 
Programme which will continue throughout the year. In Advent,our 
Advent ring was different with the usual 4 red candles around the 
edges and 1 white in in the centre being replaced by 1dark red, 1 
light red,1 orange, 1 yellow with the White one in the middle as is 
customary. This was to represent moving from the darkness to the 
light as we follow Jesus. We need to show people that Jesus is the 
true meaning of Christmas and that HE is for always, not just 
Christmas. I believe people are looking for this. Let us show them. 
We are all called to be disciples as David so ably highlighted in 
his service on the 31st December.  On the 10th March [i.e. next 
month] Abbey Hill is holding an Away Day on Discipleship which is 
open to all to attend.  
 
In Reform Magazine there was an Article headed “We Have 350 
Disciples”. A group of churches in Nuneaton have come together to 
share ministers and resources with the joint congregations totalling 
350. We may not have 350 but we do have a faithful congregation in 
excess of 50…………… 
 
For Abbey Hill to grow and move forward, i  is up to ALL of us to get 
involved, as it is through what we do collectively and individually to 
show Jesus’s love beyond the doors of Abbey Hill as well as 
within that will make this happen! Staying behind closed doors 
won’t. 
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So come along to the Discipleship day and find out how we develop 
“Holy Habits” to enable us to do this. Details in the magazine and 
on the school room notice board with a sign-up sheet. 
May we All walk into the Light, as we go through the year and 
light the way for others as we go. 
 
God Bless, Anne 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2018 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 
 
Other Events:  
 
     
4th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 

7th Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting 
 
11th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by Johnny O’Hanlon, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
  7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 

 
14th Wednesday   2.00  Ladies Circle: (AGM, Subs due) Speaker – Anne Gilmore  

   7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 
18th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom. 
 
25th Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by George Jones, followed by 

Coffee/tea in the schoolroom.  
 
 

The Communion offertory for February will be donated to Parkinson’s UK. 
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Twelfth Night 
 

Most of us know that the Epiphany or Twelfth Night was traditionally when 

gifts were given in Britain and this is still so in many Christian countries 

today. This day was chosen for giving gifts because it was when Jesus was 

recognised as the Messiah by the poorest- the shepherds, and by the 

greatest- the wise men. It can be seen as inclusion in every sense. It seemed 

appropriate, in a church which encourages this idea, to have a celebration. 

 

When the Emmanu-el Apostolic Gospel Choir agreed to come, it was 

amazing because we had little to offer financially, just a promise to share 

any profit and in what can appear to be such a conventional little town, it 

was uncertain as to how many people would want to come. The choir had 

been touring, no doubt as a result of their televised interaction with Gareth 

Malone on the BBC “Choir of the Year”. It was explained to them that we 

are a small, elderly congregation in a relatively small town with very few 

ethnic minority people. Our vision of Christian worship has been shaped by 

our culture and it can be difficult to accept any other way of expressing 

worship. It was suggested that we needed livening up and that their energy 

and depth of spiritual belief might do the trick! 

 

Feedback suggests that the choir did bring the joy of the gospel to those 

present. Lots of people have asked when the choir are coming again! For 

people like myself who love traditional church choirs such as St. John’s, 

Cambridge, the Emmanu-El Apostolic Gospel Choir was an education. The 

exuberant singing,  confessions of personal faith and commitment, young 

men energetically dancing in the African way, moved  many from the pews 

to discard inhibitions and actually dance in Abbey Hill’s aisles, at the front 

of the nave and on the rear balcony. Some of the younger people present (40 

somethings) said this was how worship should be and that they thought it 

was really giving a message of hope and joy which people today would want 

to share if they found churches to be like it. Have we really become sad and 

solemn about the good news of Jesus? Should we think about this?  

 

To all who have provided feedback, thank you. I feel like a primary school 

child- there is such a lot to learn. Who wants to be in the class? 

 

Eileen John. 
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Treasurer’s  Report  January  2018 

 
Offertory for December   £1858  
  
December  Communion gifts for Embrace £60 
 
Carol Service Collection for Rohingya Appeal £125 
 
Christmas day Collection for homeless in Coventry and 
Leamington £194 
 
Christmas cards donations for Oxfam £87 
 
Communion for February will be donated to Parkinson’s UK 
 
Coffee Pot donated £100 in December. 
 
December 31st is the end of Abbey Hill’s financial year. You 
will be pleased to know that a quick check suggests that we 
end the year with a surplus of income over expenditure. The 
full accounts will be presented to the church meeting in March. 
We start the New Year by spending money; you will notice a 
new gate to the yard and shelves and a cupboard fitted in the 
hall store room - have a look in there sometime. We are also 
still seeking a fast washing machine to ease the work when 
having catering events. 
 
Most of you will remember Barbara Jones who died in October 
2016. Barbara enjoyed coming to church and Coffee Pot and 
very kindly remembered us in her will. The estate has now 
been wound up and I received a cheque for £10,039. I will 
place this in the legacies fund. 
 
David Connelly 
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WARWICK DISTRICT FOODBANK 

“I’ve recently started a new job after being out of work for several months, 

but I don’t have any money until I get paid at the end of the month. This 

food will last until I get my wages.” 

For anyone serving at foodbanks this is a familiar situation, especially for 

the low paid, who often lack job security. Bills cannot be paid and debt 

letters are frequently posted, making the vulnerable afraid to pick up their 

post.  

In 2017, 2,926 adults and 1,324 children had to be given food from our 

foodbank which led to 42 tonnes of food and other items being given. The 

main reasons for visiting the Warwick District foodbanks remained: low 

income, benefit changes and delays and debt, often for the situation 

mentioned above. 

At the moment, the most needed items are: long life milk, long life fruit 

juice, instant noodles, sponge pudding, snack bars for lunch boxes, washing 

up liquid and cleaning products, deodorants and shaving foam. As you 

know, the food parcels given are nutritionally balanced providing the 

supplies are there. 

More information about the foodbank and the Trussell Trust can be 

obtained at:  info@warwickdistrictfoodbank.org.uk ;by telephone 07850 

293383 or by visiting St. Mary’s Church, Leamington Spa CV31 1JW. 
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THE VICAR OF BAGHDAD 

 
This is the title of a recent addition to the Abbey Hill church library 
(in the lower hall). Winnie and I have read it and highly recommend 
it. The subtitle 'Fighting for Peace in the Middle East' is not 'fighting' 
in the military sense as you soon discover when you start reading. 
The author of the book (published in 2009) is Andrew White. He had 
been interested in international affairs since his schooldays and this 
inspired him to study the role of Judaism and Islam in the Middle 
East and the importance of forming relationships with people in 
order to better understand complex situations. In 1998 he was 
appointed Canon in charge of international ministry at Coventry 
Cathedral where it became clear to him and his colleagues that if 
they “were really to help to bring peace to the world, we needed to 
deal with those who wielded power” - politicians, diplomats, religious 
leaders – and build bridges, as well as encouraging local 
friendships. 
 
You must read the book yourself to appreciate all the hard work 
involved and the remarkable achievements (despite 
disappointments along the way). But basically, the first part 
concerns 2 events in 2002 – the signing of  the First Alexandria 
Declaration by leaders of the 3 main faiths of the Holy Land 
(Judaism, Islam and Christianity); and the 39 day siege of the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The remainder of the book 
chiefly concerns Iraq - as Lord Carey says in his foreword “what sets 
Andrew apart is his capacity to love, and be loved …..he is gifted 
with friendship. The importance of this book is what it says about the 
centrality of religion in any discussion of the Middle East. In the 
secularized West politicians, diplomats and soldiers tend to 
discount, or underestimate the importance of faith, but in countries 
like Iraq it simply cannot be ignored, Andrew White is trusted where 
few others can win confidence.” 
 
Well worth reading! – lots of information but also very readable. 

 

Janet Turner 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY FOR FEBRUARY 2018 
 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following:- 
 
February 3rd   Pat Cowan  
February 7th   Jane Inshaw  
February 12th  John Atkinson  
February 15th  Caroline Flint  
February 17th  Gaynor Watkins and Alice Macadam  
February 23rd    Helen Green 
 
Alice Todd will be 19 on 7th February and Lottie Todd will be 3 on February 
25th. 
 
Congratulations to Jane Inshaw who will be 60 years young on February 
7th. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES. 
 
Happy Anniversary to Alice and Peter Macadam on the 10th of February. 
 
DEATH 
 
Sadly, Dorothy Barker’s son-in-law, Philip, has died in hospital in Cardiff. 
He was the husband of Dorothy’s daughter Wendy, who many of you will 
remember. Our thoughts are with all the family at this sad time. 
 
UNWELL/HOSPITAL 
 
One or two of our members are unwell at the moment – Vera Cooper, 
Helen Green and Mary Skidmore in particular. 

 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Peggy Everall, Bert Greenway, 
Rosemary and Vic Jones, Rosemary Lumley, Grace Mitchell, Jack Dixon, 
Joan Lightbown and Anne Nichol.  
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned by 
name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
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Lord of all, 
You gave your life for us, 
Broken on a tree. 
We ask no more 
that we might live. 
 
Now you ask us to give; 
All of our being 
To show your love. 
Our all, for all. 
 
You demand our action 
Against injustice. 
Campaigning, 
lobbying those in authority, 
praying for life. 
 
If this is all you ask of us 
We count ourselves blessed. 
Others have given their all 
To see justice done. 
  
Please let Pat Cowan know either in person or on 01926 313904 of any 
Pastoral Care matters. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Thank you 
 

Dear all, 

 

Thank you so much for all the Get Well cards, prayers and the beautiful 

Azalea I received before Christmas. I really appreciated them, and I am sure 

they helped in my recovery. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mary Skidmore 
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Fanning the flames of romance this St. Valentine’s day? 

 
“Memory is what tells a man his wedding anniversary was yesterday.” 
 
 “My wife says I never listen, or something like that...” 
 
Doctor: ‘Has there been any insanity in your family?’ 
Woman: ‘I’m afraid so.  My husband sometimes thinks he's the 
boss.’ 
 
Halfway through a romantic dinner, my husband smiled and said, ‘You look so 
beautiful under these lights.’ I was falling in love all over again when he added, ‘We 
really should get some of these lights.’ 
 
‘Love is when a little old woman and a little old man are still friends, even after 
they’ve been married forever.’ Tommy - age 6  
 
For our honeymoon, my fiancée and I chose a fashionable hotel known for its 
luxurious suites. When I called to make reservations, the desk clerk inquired, ‘Is 
this for a special occasion?’  
‘Yes,’ I replied. ‘It's our honeymoon.’  
‘And how many adults will there be?’ she asked. 
 
First friend: ‘Who are you working for these days?’ 
Second friend: ‘Same people.  The wife and four kids.’ 

 

----oOo---- 
 
Support for Church Funds when buying on-line 

 
I was recently made aware of this website which enables the majority of online 

purchases to make a donation to your nominated charity. There are 3000 retailers 

including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury who will give a 

percentage of the amount you spend to Abbey Hill to say thank you for shopping 

with them. 

What’s not to like. Fund raising while shopping!!!! 

Go to  www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/abbeyhillurc 

Sign up for free,  you can  get a donations reminder link which shows up before 

you start shopping then disappears. 

Get Shopping – and your donations will go to Abbey Hill. 

 

Anne 
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Church Away Day 10th March 2018 
 
“Walking the Way” is the new initiative from the United Reformed Church 
which focuses on Discipleship. We are familiar with that word in the New 
Testament gospels. Jesus called twelve disciples to follow him and at the 
end of Matthew’s gospels he appears to the eleven and commands them to 
go to all peoples and make disciples. 
 
We live in a very different world from those first disciples and while there is 
nothing new about being a disciple of Jesus, seeking to follow him and to 
live his way through the church in the world, this initiative offers fresh 
resources to enable us to live that life today. If we are following Christ, if we 
are learning from him, what difference does it make? 
 
The first resources from “Walking the Way” were prayers for the lighting of 
candles through Advent. There are further resources to be available for 
Lent. But a more substantial resource that has been prepared by the 
Methodist and United Reformed Churches and is being published by the 
Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) has the title “Holy Habits”.  
 
Ten such “habits” are picked out from the description of the life of the early 
Church in Acts 2 – Bible Teaching, Fellowship, Breaking Bread, Prayer, 
Sharing Resources, Serving, Eating Together, Gladness and Generosity, 
Worship and Making More Disciples.  
 
Discipleship should be habit forming! On Saturday March 10th there is an 
opportunity for all who share the life of the Church here, to explore how we 
face the challenges and opportunities of following Jesus today and how the 
“Walking the Way” initiative and the “Holy Habits” resources might help us. 
 
Stuart Scott 
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Book review 
 

I recently took a book from the church library called “The 
Shack” By Paul William Young. This book was published some 
time ago and while it is a work of fiction, about a man finding 
God and becoming a changed person, I found the 
explanations of the Trinity in it, spoke to me. I highly 
recommend it. 
 
Anne Gilmore 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

MARCH 2018 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2018    

PLEASE (e-mail to m.todd@tiscali.co.uk) 
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ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2018  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  4 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

Vivien Nichols 

 

 11 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Di Wilson 

 

18 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Anne Nicholl 

 

Ayse McKenzie 

 

25 

 

John Nichols 

 

Larraine Hall 

 

Alice McAdam 

 

 

   

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  4 

 

Bronwen Todd 

Fred and Anne 

Holloway 

 

Donna Curran 
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Kath Shortley 

Phil Inshaw 

John and Lorna 

Spenser 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

18 

 

David Connelly 

Betty Connolly 

Rosemary Jones 

 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

 

25 

 

Ivan Pointon 

Jane Woods-Scawen 

Winnie Tawil 

 

Winnie Tawil 

 

 

   

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  4 

Pat Cowan 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

Fred Holloway 

 

John McKenzie 
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Pat Cowan 

Glenys Hobbins 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

Eileen John 

 

18 

Eileen John 

Susan Derwent 

 

David Connolly 

 

Anne Gilmore 

 

25 

Eileen John 

Susan Derwent 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Betty Connolly 

 

 

   

 

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

18 Eileen John 

Anne Gilmore 

Eileen John 

Betty Connelly 

Anne Gilmore 

Kath Shortley 

 

 
 

 
 
19 

 



 

 

 

 

Church Leader.    George Jones     07946095418 

                                    g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Pat Cowan       313904 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Colin Ritchie       512507 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Di Wilson       857002 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Martyn Todd   864332 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Peggy Everall   855567 

Weekly Notices   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 

mailto:g.jones@abbeyhillurc.com

