
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
DIARY OF PRAYER – MAY 2017  

 
1 Fred & Anne Holloway 
2 Phil & Jayne Inshaw and Ashley 
3 Chris & Molly Ives 
4 Mick & Jack Ives 
5 Jennifer Jackson and Robert Banks 
6 Trevor & Eileen John 
7 Rosemary & Vic Jones 
8 Gerald & Rosemary Lawrence, Edward and Toby 
9 Joan Lightbown 
10 Robin & Jill Lough-Scott 
11 Rosemary Lumley 
12 Alice McAdam 
13 John & Ayse McKenzie, Iain, Layla and Scott 
14 Rev. Mhari McLintock, Hugh Maccallum, Roddy and Bryce 
15 Annabel Matharu, James and Alice 
16 Grace Mitchell 
17 Roz & Neil Morris 
18 Peter & Pam Muckersie 
19 Anne Nichol 
20 Heather Nichols 
21 John & Vivien Nichols and Kirsty 
22 Dennis & Margaret O’Brien and Robert 
23 Ivan & Alison Pointon, Louisa and Donna 
24 Colin & Cheryl Ritchie, Tara, Andrew and Fraser 
25 Jan Roberts 
26 Kath Shortley 
27 Mary Skidmore 
28 John & Lorna Spenser 
29 Jo & Nathan Stratton, Sophie and Elspeth 
30 Winnie Tawil 
31 Esmé Thorpe 
 

 
 

 
 

2 

 
 
 



 
IT  IS MAY TIME 

 
May Day is a Public Holiday usually celebrated on May 1st.  It is an ancient 
Northern Hemisphere spring festival.  Dances, singing and cake are usually 
part of the celebration (sounds like Abbey Hill to me). 
 
When I looked for information on the internet it said by May 1st all the 
seeds were expected to be in the ground, so people were due a holiday. 
My seeds for the allotment are only half sown, so I will not deserve a 
holiday yet! But I am working on it. 
 
In Great Britain the celebration is associated with fertility (growth and 
produce) of the seeds in the soil, of livestock and of people. 
 
On May 6th George will be inducted as our Elder in Leadership at Abbey 
Hill, and I pray that our faith will be strengthened and we shall grow as a 
church and as individuals under his care, and there will be fruitful changes 
and challenges. Nothing quite like the challenges facing the disciples when 
Jesus was alive and walking the earth after His resurrection.. 
 
For what was Jesus doing after his resurrection before He returned to His 
Father?  'For forty days after His death He appeared to them (the apostles) 
many times in ways that proved beyond doubt that He was alive. They saw 
Him and he talked with them about the Kingdom of God.' Acts 1 v 3 
'Jesus broke the bread and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him but He disappeared. They said to each other, 'wasn't it 
like a fire burning in us when He talked to us on the road and explained the 
scriptures' ' Luke 24 v30-32  
 
So Jesus was here on earth for forty days, teaching the scriptures and 
reassuring the disciples and followers. I am sure He strengthened their 
faith, taught them, and gave them guidance and direction. He also 
promised them the gift of the Holy Spirit, which they received on the Day of 
Pentecost. This year June 4th.  Surely Jesus lives still within us if we invite 
him into our lives. We too are blessed to receive his gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
I pray that this next year will be a year of growth and fruitfulness for Abbey 
Hill with George as our Elder in Leadership, that our eyes and hearts will be 
open to the Holy Spirit to use our talents to further His Kingdom where ever 
we are needed to spread love, justice and equality. Strengthened our 
resolve Lord .                                                              Amen                           
                              Di Wilson 
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DIARY FOR MAY 2017 
 
Regular Events:- (except school holidays) 
Tuesday 10.00 Craft Meeting 
Thursday   9.30 – 12.00 noon    The Coffee Pot 
    5.00 Rainbows   
    6.15 Brownies 
Friday    7.00 Guides  
 
Other Events:  
 
3

rd
  Wednesday   7.15 Elders’ Meeting. 

 
6

th
 Saturday   2.00 George Jones’ induction, followed by refreshments. 

     
7

th
   Sunday 11.00 Family Service with Communion, led by George Jones, 

 followed by coffee in the schoolroom. 
 
10

th
  Wednesday  2.00  Ladies Circle: Afternoon Tea.  

   7.15 Managers’ Meeting 
 
14

th
 Sunday 11.00 Family Service led by David Connelly, a member of our 

Worship Group Leaders, followed by Coffee in the hall.  
  7.00 Service at Tannery Court. 

 
21

st
 Sunday 11.00 Family Service with Communion led by George Jones,  

  followed by coffee in the schoolroom. 
 

28
th
  Sunday 11.00 Family Gift Day Service led by Kath Shortley, a member  

   of our Worship Leaders Group, followed by coffee in the 
   schoolroom. 
 
 
The Communion offertory for May will be donated to Syrian Refugees. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 



Minutes of Church Meeting AGM 29th March @ 7.15 

There were 25 people present. 

Apologies:- Colin Ritchie, Eileen John, Janet Turner, Jennifer Jackson. 

   De            Devotions:- David read from Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians, 
substituting ‘Kenilworth’ in place of Corinth. This was followed by a prayer. 

                   Fellowship Matters:- Jill and Robin Lough-Scott have asked to transfer 
their membership from Solihull United Reformed Church to Abbey Hill. 
 Anne read a letter from Paul Fisher, minister of Solihull URC commending 
Robin and Jill to Abbey Hill. The request was unanimously accepted by the 
meeting. They will be welcomed at the service on April 2nd.  During  2016, 
three of the membership passed away, David Steen, Barbara Jones and 
Eileen Brining.  A minute’s silence was held in their memory. 

                   Minutes:-  Those of the Church Meeting AGM of 21st April 2016 were 
accepted as a true record. 

 Matters Arising:- 

 The Puddings and Quiz evening was held in October 
 West Minster Beach Day was cancelled 
 Mhari’s news……… signed off sick in May, later resigned 

and now West Midlands Advocate for Dementia friendly 
Churches 

 Wedding of Ashley Inshaw and Ellen Irwin on 27th August 
was carried out by George Jones 

 Lent Material, source not changed as suggested 
 No minute taker has come forward 
 Reminiscences Day was held and was very successful 
 LMMR was completed and a copy sent to Synod and 

accepted 

Prese Presentation of Annual Reports 

It was requested that the secretary’s report be amended to include the 
Christening of James Kane Arnold, grandson of Alison and Ivan Pointon in 
May and the Wedding of Ashley Inshaw to Ellen Irwin in August. 

Amendments to Winnie’s reports hand been printed and handed out to the 
meeting and included in the File copy of the reports. David expressed 
thanks to all those who had contributed reports.  
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 Acceptance of the reports was proposed by John McKenzie and seconded 
by Gaynor Watkins. 

Treasurer’s Report 

David presented the accounts. There is £31k in the general fund,  £22k in 
the Dare to Dream fund, £9k in the Legacies fund and £37k in the Manse 
account. The dishwasher is to be paid for out of the Legacy Fund. There 
were no questions. 

For Mhari’s farewell an engraved Quaich [ love from Abbey Hill 2017], and 
a cheque for £500 was presented to her, and a box of Chocolates for Hugh. 

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was proposed by Winnie Tawil and 
seconded by Rosemary Lawrence. 

Correspondence 

Anne read a thank you letter from Mhari and Hugh for the” Marvellous 
Farewell Service” and “your very generous gifts”. A copy of the letter will be 
in the May Church magazine. 

Anne gave information about the relaunch of ‘Churches Together in 
Kenilworth and District ’ [CTK&D] as ‘Love Kenilworth’.  The relaunch is to 
be on Good Friday. Anne showed a picture of the new Logo which will 
appear on Teardrop Banners, badges and prayer cards. 

The Church is to take part in ‘Thy kingdom Come’ A World Wide prayer 
event to mark the time between Ascension Day and Pentecost. Abbey Hill 
has been allocated Thursday June 1st for our part of the Lord’s 
Prayer….Lead us not into Temptation. 

Future Events 

 George Jones’s ‘Pop in Afternoon’ 1st April 2-5 
 Special Church meeting 2nd April 
 Maundy Thursday Meal 
 Good Friday Walk of Witness with refreshments here afterwards 
 Good Friday evening Service 
 Thy Kingdom Come 25th May-1st June 
 Flower Festival 23rd, 24th, 25th June  “The Gifts and Fruits of the 

Spirit” 
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A.O.B 

A suggestion for our ‘Lead us not into Temptation’ Day was ….   Drink and 
Drugs 

The meeting closed with the grace. 

Refreshments of cheese and biscuits with fruit punch were enjoyed after 
the Meeting. 

Minutes of Special Church Meeting Sunday 2nd April 

Present:- 38 people were present 

Apologies:- Colin Ritchie, Phil Inshaw, John and Vivien Nichols, Jennifer 
Jackson 

Craig Muir, Area Minister for Coventry and South Warwickshire, chaired the 
meeting. 

Craig explained what an Elder in Local Leadership is and how we had 
arrived at this, as a way forward for Abbey Hill, with George Jones.  

The term of office would be 5 years with an annual review by the Synod 
Pastoral Committee. After 5 years or before, if appropriate, the church 
could look for a minister. Craig informed the meeting that by 2026 there are 
likely to be only 4 ministers of “Word and Sacrament” across our area! 

George Jones gave a short address to the meeting. Questions were invited 
but none were asked. 

George then left the meeting. 

Craig asked if there were any questions and one was asked. The following 
resolution was then put to the meeting. 

“We appoint George Jones to be Elder in Local Leadership at Abbey Hill for 
five years.” 

The vote was then taken by a show of hands………..George was “Called” 
by unanimous vote. 

Craig went to give George the news and invited George back to the 
meeting. He was greeted by a great round of applause. 

The Meeting closed with the grace. 
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WARWICK DISTRICT FOODBANK A.G.M.  MARCH 2017 

Following the amalgamation of our local Kenilworth foodbank with other 
branches of the Trussell Trust in Warwickshire, a vote of thanks was given 
to all the volunteers in Kenilworth for the amazing work they had done. 
Anthony Manning from St. John’s, Kenilworth has been accepted on the 
Board of Trustees for the merged foodbanks. 

During the year 2016-17, £3,876 had been donated to the foodbank by 
Tesco, following their offer of 33p. given for every kilo of food donated at 
their supermarket in Warwick. Locally, M&S donate toiletries and end of line 
items as do Morrisons and Aldi. A bulk storage facility has been given by 
Baxi. Mid Counties Co-op and Chesford Grange collect items and give help 
at the foodbanks. A used Peugot 307 estate car has been donated to be 
used for collections from places like schools. It was announced at the 
meeting that a Ford Transit van had been donated that day for larger 
collections. Reserve funds stand at £14,964 mainly from church donations, 
towards which Abbey Hill has given its contribution. 

During the year 2016-17, 36 tons of food had been collected in the 
Warwickshire area. Four and a half thousand people had been given three 
day provision of food and of those over 1000 were children. Sixty percent of 
clients were single. The bulk of vouchers for entitlement had been given by 
the Salvation Army; Citizens Advice Bureau; the Recovery Partnership and 
Saltisford Church, Warwick. For clients without cooking facilities, “cold 
boxes” are being considered. 

Living in a prosperous neighbourhood can make us remote from the lives of 
some people. Sometimes we may pay as much for a pair of shoes as some 
people have to live on for a week. I’m sure we don’t want to give up our 
comfortable shoes but I feel certain that most of you, like me, would like to 
find ways to support  “the hidden”. 

Eileen John 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY FOR MAY. 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS. 
A Happy Birthday to all of the following :-  
1st May     Betty Connelly and George Jones 

2nd May    Bob Watson 

5th May     Vic Jones 

16th May   Rosemary Lawrence 

17th May   Iain McKenzie 

19th May   Matthew Flint 
20th May   Bert Greenway 

21st May   Paul Duffy 

24th May   Trevor John 

25th May   Lorna Spencer 
27th May   Vera Cooper and Molly Ives 

31st May   Gerald Lawrence 

31st May   Robin Lough-Scott 
Vic Jones and Rosemary Lawrence both celebrate a special birthday 
this year. Vic will be 80 and Rosemary 75. Love to them both. 
 

BIRTH 

Congratulations to Hannah and James on the safe arrival on Friday 
4th April, of their daughter, Mia Esmé. Hannah is Barbara & Richard 
Gillard’s daughter so our very best wishes go to them on the birth of 
their first grandchild and to Esmé on the birth of a great 
granddaughter. 
 

WEDDING 

Anne Holloway’s son, Jonathan, is to be married to Lizzie Compson 
on Saturday 6th May. The wedding will take place in Suffolk. We all 
hope that the sun shines and that you all have a wonderful day. 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES. 
Happy Wedding Anniversary wishes to 

5th May       Fred & Anne Holloway 

15th May   John & Viv Nichols celebrate their 35th Anniversary this 
month. Congratulations to both of you. 
28th May     Phil & Jane Inshaw.  
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UNWELL/IN HOSPITAL 

Rosemary Jones is due to have surgery on 4th May. As always you 
are in our thoughts, Rosemary. 
 
We continue to pray for Dorothy Barker, Eileen Bates, Peggy Everall, 
Bert Greenway, Rosemary Lumley, Grace Mitchell, Jan Roberts & 
Joan Lightbown.  
 
All of the above mentioned and any who do not wish to be mentioned 
by name, are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

I pray because…. 
 

God always intended to bring humans in on the act. 
 

I often need to be told things that no one else will tell me. 
      

From Quiet moments by Tom Wright. 
 

Please let Pat Cowan know in person or on 01926 313904, of any 
Pastoral Care concerns. 
 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s  Report   
 

Offertory for March  £1644  (2016 - £1820) 
March  Communion gifts for Kenilworth Youth for Christ were  £48. 
 
The May communion donations are for Syrian Refugees. 
 

Coffee Pot donated £100 to church funds. 
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Christian Aid Week 14-20th May 2017 
Standing with refugees like Nejebar 

Nejebar and her family have fled horrors in Afghanistan, where her 
husband was threatened with torture and death for being a government 
worker. 

But now they’ve arrived in Greece, all they have is a tent. They have no 
other protection against wind and rain. There’s no school for their five 
children. And they have no certainty or clear idea of what will happen to 
them now. They thought they would stay here for 10 days, but it’s already  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

been six months and there’s no end in sight. 

Nejebar’s husband Noor describes their initial reaction to arriving in the 
camp in Greece: ‘It was like suicide for us. But we took the decision that it is 
better to die here than to die there from war.’ 

Throughout it all, Nejebar has desperately wanted what is best for her 
children. But her circumstances make it very difficult. Her youngest, Sudai, 
is five years old but looks much younger. He hasn’t been growing as he 
should. His tummy is swollen and they don’t know what is wrong with him. 
And because the only on-site doctor is Greek, they haven’t been able to 
find out. They don’t have the language to explain that Sudai is much older 
than he looks. 

Nejebar’s strength and steadiness make her the rock at the centre of her 
family, holding them together in this difficult and uncertain situation. But she 
hasn’t stopped there. Despite her circumstances, she has welcomed two 
brothers, Faraidoon and Farzad, into her home. Faraidoon and Farzad 
don’t know where their parents are, or if they’re even alive. Nejebar has 
welcomed them into her family, giving them refuge as they wait for news. 
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Thanks to you, Christian Aid has been there for refugees like Nejebar since 
1945, providing essential food, shelter and legal assistance for people far 
from home. And we still believe in life before death.  

This Christian Aid Week, Abbey Hill Church is continuing to walk with 
refugees by taking part in the house to house collection and continuing to 
pray for Christian Aid’s work with refugees.  

There will be joint Churches Together in Kenilworth and District 
Service at St Francis Church at 6.30pm on Sunday 14th May. 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Anne and All at Abbey Hill, 
 
Hugh and I write to thank you all for the marvellous Farewell service on 
Saturday 25th March. It was a very special occasion for us, and we  
were delighted at how many people attended and enjoyed the lovely 
welcome and wonderful hospitality from all the good folk at Abbey Hill.  
 
Thank you for all the cards and good wishes and your very generous gifts, 
which are all very much appreciated. 
 
Thank you for all your prayers and support during my ministry, particularly 
in recent months, following my diagnosis. Your kind words will  
stay with me for a long time. Also thank you to the congregation for all the 
experiences we've had together over the past few years, with  
much laughter and joy. 
 
Blessings for your future ministry at Abbey Hill 
 
Yours in Christ 
Mhari McLintock  . . and Hugh MacCallum  
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WHAT I DO TO HELP MY PLANET 

A big thank you to all who hung up a leaf in the lobby of the church hall to say how 
you try to care for our world. This isn’t anything new in our church as we have 
promoted Fair Trade products and Tear Fund, Christian Aid and many charitable 
initiatives as well as recycling on the premises. 

However, you might like a summary of what was written on the tree leaves: 

Some responses from children (I presume) were amusing and accompanied by 
sketches-mainly of litter bins and unsurprisingly, from them there was a lot of focus 
on putting litter in bins. They suggested on their leaves, activities for a healthy life 
style like walking more, running, and eating healthy food. They were keen on 
recycling to help the poor. This is interesting because perhaps they think of Planet 
Earth as the people living on it as the priority rather than considering the physicality 
of the planet. However, feeding birds featured in their responses as well as looking 
after plants to help the Earth. Whilst writing on a leaf, one boy in our congregation 
was keen to know, “How did it help the Earth?”. Another child wrote that they used 
charity bags for rubbish collection! I don’t think that is really what they meant but it 
might remind us of examination howlers!  

Amongst more mature responses, prayer was only mentioned once. Giving money 
to charity to help others was frequently mentioned. Recycling to help people was 
also written a lot, but only one leaf said “to save the planet” implying the bigger 
picture of the physical planet. Growing food and not wasting it and using waste 
food for composting featured. Buying organically produced food and purchasing 
Eco products which minimise air, water and land pollution were stated. Several 
people stressed walking rather than using a car in order to limit carbon and gas 
emissions. Not wasting water by having a meter installed; using low energy light 
bulbs and purchasing our energy from renewable energy companies was written 
and hopefully done by several members. At least one member of our congregation 
has given unwanted tools and equipment to, “Tools With A Mission” (TWAM who 
have spoken to our congregation in the past) to help farmers in poorer countries. 
Finally, one leaf said, “Save the rainforest” described frequently in the media as 
‘lungs of the earth’. 

We hear from experts like David Attenborough that the population of Planet Earth 
is increasing at an alarming rate but we only have the same space, same earth and 
same air as we had a hundred years ago. We need to support renewables and 
contribute all we can to green living. Humans as a species dominate our planet and 
eco systems are not able to evolve and adapt at the pace needed to maintain our 
beautiful and amazing planet. Hopefully, as a congregation, we are aware of 
ourselves as consumers and understand the need to consider our lifestyles very 
carefully. 

From our little leaves, it seems that we care locally for our environment and the 
people in it and that many of us in our own small ways are moving towards caring 
for the wider world, and all the living species on it.  

Eileen John 
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Seize the day 

Today is the oldest you’ve ever been, yet the youngest you’ll ever 
be, so enjoy this day while it lasts. 

 
 

Windy 

Three elderly ministers, all hard of hearing, were playing golf one 
sunny spring morning. The Methodist minister observed, ‘Windy, isn’t 

it?’ ‘No’, the Baptist pastor said, ‘It’s Thursday.’ The Anglican vicar 
agreed: ‘So am I! Let’s go and get a pint.’ 
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ARTICLES FOR THE 

JUNE 2017 

MAGAZINE SHOULD BE IN BY 

SUNDAY 14TH MAY 2017    

PLEASE 
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ROTAS – MAY 2017  

 
 Transport Flowers provided by Flowers arranged by 

 

  7 

 

Di Wilson 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

Barbara Gillard 

 

 14 

 

John Spenser 

 

Pam Muckersie 

 

Betty Connelly 

 

21 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

Bronwen Todd 

 

28 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

Linda Duffy 

 

Vivien Nichols 

    

 Projector & Sound Stewards Readers 

 

  7 

Kath Shortley 

Phil Inshaw 

Gloria Cordery 

Anne Gilmore 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

14 

 

David Connelly 

Phil Inshaw 

Jon Atkinson 

 

John Nichols 

 

21 

Ivan Pointon 

Phil Inshaw 

 

The Currans 

 

Colin Ritchie 

 

28 

John McKenzie 

Winnie Tawil 

Linda Duffy 

Eileen John 

 

Donna Curran 

    

 Coffee Car Park Vestry 

 

  7 

John Nichols 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

Ivan Pointon 

 

Colin Ritchie 

       

 14  

John Nichols 

Cheryl Ritchie 

 

Phil Inshaw 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

 

21 

Janet Turner 

Mary Skidmore 

 

The Currans 

 

Pat Cowan 

 

28 

Janet Turner 

Mary Skidmore 

 

David Connelly 

 

Rosemary Lawrence 

    

 Communion Prep. Comm. Servers  

21 Pat Cowan 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Pat Cowan 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Betty Connelly 

Colin Ritchie 
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Church Leader: George Jones    02476 727181 

Secretary: Anne Gilmore    01926 855586 

 

ELDERS  Kenilworth dialling code 01926  

Betty Connelly       855218 

Pat Cowan       313904 

Anne Gilmore       855586 

Eileen John       511649 

John McKenzie       779810 

Rosemary Lawrence      850264 

Colin Ritchie       512507 

Kath Shortley       512451 

Di Wilson       857002 

 

 

Fellowship Secretary  Pat Cowan   313904  

Pulpit Supply   Kath Shortley   512451 

Treasurer   David Connelly   855218 

Appeals Treasurer  John McKenzie   779810 

Secretary Managers  Ivan Pointon   855399 

Junior Church Secretary  Donna Curran   857437 

Organist    Bob Watson   02476 501681 

Gift Aid Secretary  John McKenzie   779810   

Lettings Officer   Bronwen Todd    864332 

Free Will Envelopes  Mary Skidmore   855651 

Magazine Editor   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Ladies Circle Secretary  Winnie Tawil    853350  

Guide Leader   Tracey McNamara  856922 

Brownie Leader   Sarah Pointer   02477 042291  

Rainbow Leader   Alice Maceluch   01788 576089 

Crèche    Ayse McKenzie   779810 

Catering & Social Committee Rosemary Lawrence   850264 

Healing Group   Vivien Nichols   512764 

Craft Ministry   Peggy Everall   855567 

Weekly Notices   Mary Skidmore   855651 

Child Protection Link  Rosemary Lawrence  850264 

Transport   John Spenser   854747 

Kenilworth Foodbank  Eileen John   511649 

 

Church Website: www.kenilworthabbeyhill.urc.org.uk 


